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The Surrendered Life (Part 2)

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Since I was reared back in the Depression years, I learned to hate waste.  We were taught to find a good use for everything.  Well that’s one reason I left the business world and went into the ministry.  Realizing there were many thousands of lives that were being wasted, I felt I had to do something about it.  Many Christians living for self in the flesh could be useful for God if only they would surrender fully to the control of Jesus Christ.

Two men were taking a walk together.  One of them, quoting the words of a famous Christian worker, said, “The world has yet to see what God can do with a man wholly dedicated to Him.”  His companion stopped, and said, “Say that again.”  His friend repeated, with renewed emphasis, “The world has yet to see what God can do with a man wholly dedicated to Him.”  Lifting his hand high in the air, Dwight L. Moody replied, “By the grace of God, I will be that man.”  And he went forward to do a job for God such as has been done only by a few of God’s servants.  What was the secret of Moody’s evangelistic success?  He dedicated himself wholly to the Lord, and then, following on in the will of God, became a mighty weapon in the hand of God.

The well-known preacher, F. B. Meyer, tells of the time in his own personal life when the young student, C. T. Studd, was used to bring home this truth to him.  He tells of his own heart-hunger for a deeper life in Christ, and how the young Cambridge student pressed upon him the privilege and the duty of a complete dedication of his life to the Lord.  The great London preacher tells how, later, he went forth into a quiet, isolated, wooded area; how he knelt there in the hush of nature’s own sanctuary; how he simply and trustfully yielded his life to God, and then went forth believing and trusting Him to work according to His own good pleasure through him.  No great manifestation followed this simple step of faith and obedience.  No ecstatic spiritual experience flooded his soul; but from that time on, he realized the presence and power of God within him as never before.  F. B. Meyer was ushered into the fullness of a wonderful life of fruitful service for the Lord.  

God’s people need this experience in our day.  There is so little of consecrated, sacrificial, fruitful service for our Lord.  Have you dedicated your life fully to Christ?  Do you belong to Him?  really belong to Him?  so He can work in and through you?  Christian, you see, you have no right to your own life.  You were bought by the precious blood of Christ.  You are God’s possession.  Surrender your entire self to God.  Maybe, like some, you are afraid.  You fear what God will ask you to do.  Be assured, He will only ask you to do His best.  There can be no improvement on that.  

A Christian man tells of attending a meeting to hear a well-known speaker preach on the theme of full surrender.  Though the messages was both convicting and challenging, the man was not moved in any unusual way; but as the speaker prayed at the conclusion of his message, one sentence he spoke was, “O Lord, thou knowest we can trust the man who died for us.”  That was the message to this Christian man who otherwise received nothing unusual from the service.  As he left the meeting to go home, he thought of what dedication to Christ might mean to his life, and he was afraid.  Then, above the noise and the clatter of the street traffic, the message came again.  “You can trust the man who died for you.”  On the way home, he thought of the changes, the sacrifices, the disappointments which consecration might bring to him.  He was fearful; and then, again, the message.  “You can trust the man who died for you.”  Upon reaching home, he went to his room and then to his knees.  There he saw his past life as a Christian:  an officer in the church; a Sunday schools superintendent for many years, but never having yielded his life to God.  Counting the cost, and fearing perhaps he may be called to leave his chosen profession, he was afraid.  He could not see the better things God had for him.  He was shrinking back, but more impressive than ever came the message.  “My child, you can trust the man who died for you.  If you cannot trust Him, whom can you trust?”  That settled it for him.  Instantly, he surrendered his heart and life to God.  The Lord used this man ever since to fulfill the holy purposes of God.

My dear Christian friend, you too can trust the Man who died for you.  You can trust Him to lead you in the path that will be the very best for you in this world, with the blessed reward of hearing His, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant,” when you meet Him face to face.  You can trust Him to destroy no plan which is not for the best to be destroyed, and to carry out every one which is for His glory and your highest good.  You can trust Him to ask no obedience which cannot end in highest blessing both for your life and the kingdom of God.  You can trust Him to take nothing from you which is not for your highest good, and to bestow in fullness on you the riches of His grace and love.  At this very moment, He stretches forth His hands that were pierced with cruel nails for you and me.  He points to the wound in His side made by the blood-thirsty spear.  He shows you the scars on His forehead made by the crown of thorns.  He says,  My child, behold my mercy to you;  I have saved you from the guilt of sin;  I have brought you from death unto life;  I gave you my Spirit; someday I will glorify your body and will make you to sit down with me on my throne.  

In the light of all this, I beseech you on the grounds of these mercies that you present your body a living sacrifice, holy acceptable unto God.  Will you do it?  Will you surrender your life to the Lord completely?  I hope you will.  And if it should be that you’ve never taken that first step of receiving Christ as your Savior and Lord, do it now; and God will forgive you of all your sin.  He is waiting.  I hope you will come.

Father, some of us have been living in spiritual ruts for years.  Get us out, Lord, as we give Jesus the preeminence in our lives.  Have Your perfect way today.  Glorify Your Name.  And I shall thank You through Christ, our Wonderful Lord.  Amen.
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