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       It Can Ruin Your Life

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
When I was a kid, we had a pretty nice home.  My father was a policeman, and we lived comfortably; but my father started to drink, and as time went on things went from bad to worse.  Dad soon became an alcoholic and lost his job of 15 years.  It wasn’t too many years later that our home crumbled.  There was no love, no happiness, no joy, no peace – all because of alcohol.  Now let me just say this, lovingly:  Anyone who makes use of alcohol has my sympathy.  I know what it does.  I’ve been there.

In 1896, William Jennings Bryan traveled the country while campaigning for the presidency of the United States.  In Los Angeles, his party tendered him with a fabulous banquet.  The grape-growers and the wine merchants were there in abundance.  In fact, six wine glasses decorated each plate.  Bryan turned all six of his down.  After there had been much drinking, one of the party leaders was quite disturbed by what the candidate had done, and was heard to say, “And to think we decided to honor him with our favorite beverage, and crown him with our choice industry.”  When Bryan arose to speak, he held a glass of water in his hand, and said:

Gentlemen, I have two reasons for not partaking of your wine.  First, I am a Christian and a church member.  My church teaches total abstinence.  I will never in any way humiliate my church by trampling on its rules, if I can help it.  Second, there sits by my side a little woman who in my youth gave me her heart, but was worried about my occasional indulgence in the wine cup at banquets.  Before our marriage I told her never to worry on that score again – that while she lived and I lived, I would never touch a drop of intoxicant again.  I have never violated that pledge; and I will not for any honor, popular applause, or for the presidency of this great country, yield to any impulse to please others by violating the promise to the little woman who is more to me than all the rest.

William Jennings Bryan is to be admired for his consistent stand regardless of the pressures around him; but almost a hundred years later, the pressure to drink alcoholic beverages had increased considerably.  On every hand, advertising by means of radio, television, newspapers, and magazines is attempting to make alcohol as appealing as possible so young people may become addicted drinkers.  Alcohol advertisements show attractive young ladies, scantily clothed, with handsome young men, relaxed in beautiful surroundings, sipping cocktails.  How delusive they are! and never showing the morning hangover, the quarrels in the home, or the couples in the divorce courts, resulting from alcohol.
One time a Sunday school collected some attractive liquor ads for his classroom.  Over them he placed the words, “As the liquor dealer tells it.”  Besides this, he put the heading, “As it actually is,” and underneath he hung numerous pictures of drunken sots from skid row, wrecked cars, and clippings about crime, which were all caused by liquor.  God says Wine is a mocker,strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.  Alcohol is the great deceiver.  Unfortunately, many people do not realize this until it’s too late.  When they began to drink it seemed enjoyable, but eventually they discovered that what God has said in Proverbs 23:32 is so true:  At the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.  Rarely does alcohol bite or sting at first.  Usually the true consequences are not known until later.  If it would bite or sting at first, no one would stay with it, but the bite and sting follow.

There are some people who would tell us that the person addicted to alcohol is not really to be blamed because alcoholism is a disease.  If alcoholism is a disease, it is the only disease that is bottled and sold.  It is the only disease that requires as license to keep it going.  It is the only disease contracted by the will of man.  It is the only disease that produces revenue for the government.  It is the only disease that provokes crime.  It is the only disease that is habit forming.  It is the only disease that causes violent death on the highways.  It is the only disease that is spread by advertising.  It is the only disease not caused by a germ or a virus.  Let’s call alcohol what it is: Sin; and the breaking of the moral law of God.

Now you may be thinking, “Well, I’m not really an alcoholic.  After all, a little drink now and then could never hurt anyone.”  Consider what William Rambo wrote in a well-known secular magazine sometime ago:

Alcohol is actually a poison in the same way that ether and chloroform are poisons, yet 64% of all adult Americans drink it.  We are poisoning ourselves for pleasure.  It is a poison and acts upon the brain as an anesthetic.  We are speaking about ethyl alcohol, which is found in liquor, wine and beer.  Don’t worry about the alcoholic.  You are the one in danger whether you drink three times a day, once a week, or only to celebrate once a year.  Alcohol damage cannot be repaired. You have something to worry about if you drink as little as one cocktail at lunch, two before dinner, and several on Saturday night.  You have something to worry about if you drink only to be sociable on weekends.  You have, in short, something to worry about every time you take a drink.  Why?  Because each time you take a drink, you die a little.

Keep that last line in mind.  Especially if you are one who professes Christ, and yet you claim that there’s nothing wrong in drinking in moderation.  Consider whose body you are killing.  It is not yours, but God’s.  He says, in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God, and you are not your own?  For ye are bought with a price.  God gave you your body to use for His glory, not to abuse.  Remember whose possession you are, and bear a consistent testimony for Christ.  I have never known of anyone who is a convincing testimony for the Lord who at the same time was a drinker of alcohol.  If you happen to be one who has become addicted to alcohol, Christ can give you deliverance.  He’s doing that all the time.  If you were to surrender your heart and life to Him – I mean really surrender your heart and life to Him – and receive Him as your Savior and Lord, He would not only save you, but He would take the urge to drink from you for ever.  Does that sound too good to be true?  Believe me, it is true.  There is nothing Jesus Christ cannot do.  In 1 John 5:4-5, we are assured that whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?  That’s why I urge you to receive Him into your life, and He’ll do wonderful things for you.  Do it, dear friend. 
Heavenly Father, we pray that you’ll do a work in many lives today.  Do what no human can do in His own strength.  We need the help and power of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit within.  Grant, Father, that victories may be achieved.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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