(Tape No. 293)

       The Evil of Rejection
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I don’t know of anything worse than for a person to reject Jesus Christ.  For to reject Him means to reject a happy life, with the assurance of eternal life with Him; it is to accept eternal hell, with all of its misery and sorrow.  Why would anyone want to go that route?  

Jesus Christ declared Himself to be the Son of God.  We have plenty of proof to substantiate this claim.  This being true, why doesn’t everybody believe on Him?  Why do many people reject Christ, while many others show no real interest in Him at all?  Well, let me tell you why.  First of all, because of His claim to deity.  He declared Himself to be the Son of God.  This was the chief objection to Christ in His day.  He unhesitatingly declared, I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.  He also said, I and my Father are one . . . he that hath seen me hath seen the Father.  Many of those who heard such statements called it blasphemy.  Was Christ merely dogmatic?  Was He out of His mind?  Of course not!  His miracles were His credentials.  No one could prove that He was not the Son of God; yet they rejected Him.  People still reject Him.  Though many of them speak highly of His character and works, they reject His teaching; they accept Him as “the good man,” the “master,” but fail to acknowledge Him as the Messiah who came to die for the sins of all who believe, and who is now alive in the body at the right hand of the Father.  

Secondly, we find that many people reject Christ for fear of what others might think.  It was for fear of the Jews that Pilate gave Jesus over to be crucified.  Are there not some in our day who are convinced of the truth (who would like to become Christians), but they lack the courage to face a cynical world?  They are more concerned about what people think than what God thinks.  As the result, either they believe secretly or reject the truth altogether, failing to trust the Savior.  Some fear the loss of friends, social position, or even business contacts, if they become out and out followers of Jesus Christ.  What a regrettable tragedy to reject the Lord, with all the sorrowful consequences, purely out of fear of what others might think.  

Now, thirdly, some reject Christ because of their love for sinful pleasure.  The Christian life is a warfare, with battles to be fought and won daily; but it is also a life of indescribable joy and peace.  The psalmist declared, Thou wilt shew me the path of life:  In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  God offers pleasure that truly satisfies and brings lasting joy to the heart.  The devil’s so-called pleasures (though often appealing to the appetites of the flesh) produce sorrow and misery.  Thousands there are who are willing to sell their souls and sacrifice real joy in an attempt to grasp the devil’s vain promises.  Many unbelievers are of the foolish notion that becoming a Christian means giving up all that is joyful and bright.  They think the believer’s life is one of gloom and monotony.  Nothing could be father from the truth.  God tells us the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.  The Christian life is never without its excitement and blessing.  The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, God says, and he addeth no sorrow with it.   In spite of all this, thousands turn from the source of all joy and comfort – Christ Jesus – and choose bubbles that burst, leaving them disappointed and desolate.  

Fourthly, we find that people reject Christ because of the enmity of the natural heart.  Jesus said, in John 5:40, Ye will not come to me, that you might have life.  Could any words be more pathetic?  Ye will not.  Christ left heaven’s glory to come to earth’s shame to pay the price for our sins.  He suffered, bled, and died.  After all that, some people still refuse to come.  The Lord Jesus says, Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  Here is a glorious invitation not to be spurned and rejected, but to be quickly received by faith.  Why not accept it? because without Jesus Christ there can be no real joy, or peace; and after death, no heaven.
A little girl went home from church one Sunday, full of the blessings she had received.  A day or so afterward, when talking with her father who was not a believer, she asked suddenly, “Daddy, do you ever pray?”  He did not like the question and, in a very angry manner, asked her, “Is it your mother or your aunt who has put you up to all this?”  “Neither,” said the child, “the preacher said, ‘All good people pray, and those who do not pray cannot be saved.’  Daddy, do you pray?”  This was more than the man could stand and, in a rough way, he said, “Well, your mother and your aunt may go their way, and I will go mine.”  “Daddy,” she asked, “which way are you going?”  The question pierced his heart.  And, very shortly, he came to know his Savior.

But what about you?  Which way are you going?  Are you too busy to think about God and eternity?  Business, pleasure, and opportunity are demanding your time.  Did you ever stop to think it could all be over in a matter of weeks, days, or even minutes?  Then what?  Well, it all depends on which way you’re going.  There is a broad road that leadeth to destruction.  Those who travel this road must reach its only destination: eternal hell.  But there is another road that leadeth unto life – eternal life.  Only those who have trusted in Christ are on this road.  Have you trusted in Him?  My friend, don’t miss God’s best for you.  Delay may mean tragedy.  Death may be nearer than you think.  I realize it seems unreasonable that simply by believing on Christ one can have all his sins forgiven and be ready for heaven, but this is the way God arranged it.  If you are willing to believe it, you will find it to be true.  For the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.  Oh! I hope you’ll trust Christ, if you never have.  

Father God, I look to You with praise and thanksgiving, that You have provided a way of escape from the sins of this world, and the sins of our hearts.  May the Holy Spirit convict today, that some may be drawn to Christ and not reject Him, but receive Him with joy and blessing.  I pray this in His holy Name.  Amen.
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