(Tape No. 294)

     Who Is Jesus? (Part 4)
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Could you ever repay your mother for all she did for you?  I don’t think so.  Of course, you can respect, honor, and love her; but you can never fully repay her.  Well the same is true of salvation.  We can never repay Christ for all He did for us.  We can only honor, respect, and love Him.  There is no way we could ever earn our own salvation.

How do we know Jesus Christ is God?  Simply because He is omnipotent – possessing all power.  He is omniscient – having all knowledge.  He is also omnipresent – able to be at every point of space at every moment of time.  

He says, in Matthew 18:20, Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  In Matthew 28:20 we have the wonderful promise that whenever anyone goes into any part of the world to serve Christ in preaching the gospel – whether it be in India, Africa, Alaska, or South America – His promise is, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the age.  God sustains His own.  He never forsakes them.  He guides them, directs them, and leads them.

In addition to this, Christ is eternal.  He had no beginning and He will have no ending.  He assumed a body of flesh when He was born of the virgin Mary, but there were many occasions in the Old Testament when He came in the flesh and assumed a fleshly existence for a needed responsibility.  But Christ has existed from all eternity, with the Father.  We read in John 1:1, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  And, in Micah 5:2, we read that His goings forth have been from old, from everlasting.
As you read your Bible, you will notice too that all the divine offices performed by God the Father are also predicated of Jesus Christ the Son.  For example, in John 1:3 we read, All things were made by him (that is, by the Lord Jesus Christ); and without him was not any thing made that was made.  Christ is here recognized as the Creator.  We further read, in Colossians 1:16, By him (that is, Jesus) were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.  From this verse, it is unquestionably clear that Christ as well as the Father is the Creator of the universe.  

Now the Bible tells us we are to worship and honor Christ.  Unless we worship Christ as the Son of God, the Bible declares that we cannot worship the Father – for Christ is the only approach to the Father.  Let me just say, if Christ is not God, these many verses that appear so frequently with such conclusive evidence would be nothing more than sheer blasphemy.  The homage requested by God the Father for His Beloved Son would be an extreme exaggeration of sacrilegious idolatry.  But you may be sure that Christ is the Son of God.  And as we see in the Bible, as scores of men and women worshiped Him, there was not the slightest reluctance on the part of our Lord Jesus to accept this worship because of who He was.  If Christ is not the Son of God, then He is the biggest imposter that ever walked on this earth; but He proved to the world by His works and miracles that He was not an imposter.  You may be sure that this One whom God the Father sent into the world to die for the sins of all mankind is the Son of God.  
The experiential test (the pragmatic approach) is the surest evidence I know.  Now I could seek to present proof after proof, as it is offered in the Bible; but unless you are willing to make a decision for Christ, there is not a thing anyone could say that would convince you that Jesus is the Son of God.  You must try Him yourself.  You must give Him a chance to prove Himself to you personally.  Speculate no longer.  Doubt no more, but say, “Lord Jesus, I am willing to believe.”  He will prove Himself to be true.  It was Phillips Brooks who said, 
Jesus Christ is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman.  He grew up in another obscure village.  He worked in a carpenter’s shop until He was 30, and then, for three years, He was an itinerant preacher.  He never wrote a book.  He never held an office.  He never owned a home.  He never had a family.  He never went to college.  He never traveled 200 miles from the place where He was born.  He never did any one of the things that usually accompany greatness.  He had no credentials but Himself.  He had nothing to do with the world, except the power of His divine manhood.  While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against Him.  He was turned over to His enemies.  He went through the mockery of a trial.  He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves.  His executioners gambled for His coat (the only piece of property He had on earth) while He was dying.  After He was dead, He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.  But on the third day, He arose from the dead.  

Centuries have come and gone, and today He is the centerpiece of the human race in the column of progress.  I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that were ever built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together have not affected the life of a man on earth as powerfully as has the One Solitary Life.

These words of Phillips Brooks are so true.  Christ is the Son of God.  Are you willing to accept the Bible as God’s voice to mankind?  If you are, the Bible declares Jesus to be the Son of God.  Did you ever stop to think that your attitude toward Christ will determine your eternal destiny?  That’s what the Bible says in John 3:36 – He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.  He who recognizes Christ as the Son of God and as Lord of his life will have eternal life; but he who, in his attitude, does not receive Christ as the Son of God, will have and experience eternal death.  
Well, as I close out this series on Jesus the Son of God, let me ask you:  Does it seem that your life is filled with problem after problem?  Are your plans upset time and time again?  Does it appear that you can never get your feet on solid ground?  Are you finding it more and more difficult to make ends meet?  Does life seem to be one heartache after another?  Do you fret, care, and worry far into the night?  Let me tell you what’s wrong.  You need Christ.  He is the only One who can bring blessing into any individual personality – into a home or into a family.  He gives joy in place of misery; peace in place of sorrow; satisfaction in place of unrest.  Let Him do it for you as we pray together.

Father God, we turn to you in our weakness today, realizing that Christ is our strong tower.   May many take refuge in Him as they receive Him as Savior and Lord.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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