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      Lord, Give Us A Vision
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Often we hear of the blessings and privileges of being a Christian.  And it is all true: there are many.  But we must not overlook the fact that there are, also, responsibilities.   One of the most important is the propagation of the gospel throughout the entire world.  Every Christian should be involved.  This is not for a select few.

Any one visiting the mission field will realize the hopelessness and emptiness of paganism, and the countless thousands who need to hear the gospel.  These (and other millions in the world) must hear about Christ if they are to have even one chance for eternal salvation.  We, who know Christ and have received His Wonderful salvation, must use ever means and go the limit to bear the glad tidings of the gospel to those who are lost in heathen darkness.  

More than 2000 years ago, our Lord gave the church a specific commission which has never been changed:  Go ye into all the world, Jesus said, and preach the gospel to every creature.  This gospel of salvation through Christ is for all the world and every creature.  There is no possible salvation apart from the living Christ, the Son of God.  Those without Him are eternally lost.  The Bible says, Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.  Since Christ is our only approach to God the Father, those of us who know Him ought to be heralding the Truth to everyone in the entire world.

An infidel said, “You Christians do not believe.  If I were to believe as you do – that there is only one way of salvation through Jesus Christ, that without Him people are condemned to an eternal hell of everlasting punishment and suffering, ever to be separated from God – I would sell everything I possess, and give myself to the business of living for Christ and making His Name know to those who have never heard of Him.”

“No,” he said, “You do not believe.”  Well, who of us could deny that the infidel was in some measure correct in his judgment?  Do we believe?  If so, are we proving our love for what Christ has done for us by sacrificing to bear the Truth to needy hearts?  When we see so many Christians living in selfishness, showering God’s precious gifts on themselves, with little or no regard for lost men and women, we wonder if they really do believe.

Christ gave His all for us.  He shed His precious blood to completely atone for our sins.  To us He declares (in Luke 14:33), Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.  The Lord Jesus who gave all for us demands our all for Himself.  No believer can know Christ best without completely yielding everything to Him.

But how few people have done this!  The fact that in 50 generations the people of the world have not been evangelized is convincing proof that believers in Christ have not submitted to Him and responded to His call to declare His glory among the heathen and His wonders among all people.  While some churches are lavishing money on costly buildings, many of which are for nothing more than religious entertainment, lost and dying men and women are hastening unto a Christ-less eternity.  

I was in a church that spends $125,000 a year for its local program, with only $17,000 going to world-wide evangelization.  The mission of the church should be missions.  But how many have deviated from their high and wonderful purpose!  I think we need a new vision of our crucified, risen, and coming again Savior.  All of missionary endeavor begins with a vision of Him in all of His power and glory.  Isaiah declared, I saw also the Lord.  Then he exclaimed, in answer to God’s appeal to reach the lost, Here am I; send me.  No believer will have a burning compassion or a compelling interest in world-wide evangelism until He first possesses an undivided love for Jesus Christ.  
The reason so many professing Christians are disinterested in missions is their shallow attitude toward Christ.  They are saved, but that’s about all.  The Lord Jesus is far from being the object and goal of their life.  He is merely a convenience to be considered only in times of stress and need.  Oh! that we might yield ourselves completely to God, reserving nothing for self.  Then, and only then, shall we be ready and willing to obey Him in doing what He has called us to do.

Many in the United States are interested in reaching America for Christ, but have neglected to go beyond their borders to the millions outside.  How often we are confronted by professing believers who say, “Well, we must do the job at home before we can expect to do an effective work elsewhere.”  Now Jesus did not say this.  He declared that the field is the world (Matthew 13:38).  We must never lose sight of this important fact.  How foolish it would be for a farmer to labor in one corner of his field alone.  Year after year, he would merely plow up the little corner, plant the seed, and later harvest the crops, but neglect the rest.  Yet, this is what many Christians have done relative to the field of world-wide evangelism.  Christ is world-conscious.  His true followers should have the same interest.  We are to be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  Believer in Christ, have you gone the limit to reach the lost with the gospel?  Are you doing all you can in every possible way?  The King’s business requireth haste.  Bow before the Lord and rededicate yourself to this task completely.  Hold nothing back.  Turn everything over to Him – self, possessions, children, all you have and are!  The world must be reached.
Now, if you don’t know Christ, if you’ve never come to Him to receive eternal salvation, do that right now.  Just bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  I now receive you into my life.”  Then, find a good church where the Bible is taught.   Read your Bible every day.  Spend time in prayer.  Witness for Christ, and be an evangelist for Christ.

Heavenly Father, use Your Word in our hearts.  O, Lord, there are so many things in this world that attract our attention away from Christ.  May the glory of the Lord attract us to Christ today.  For I pray in the blessed name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.
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