(Tape No. 295)

      What About Honesty
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
On the eve of George Washington’s inauguration, he said, “Integrity and firmness are all I can promise.”  Well how commendable!  If a person has integrity, he is well-equipped to face life.  Without it, there could be a hard road up ahead; and, I assure you, there are many people in every walk of life without integrity.

Once summer day, a woman walked to the edge of a swimming pool to watch the youngsters splashing around.  As she stood there, a young lad who had not yet been in the water came running up to her in his swimming trunks, and shouted, “Say, Lady, do you go to church?”  “Yes, my boy, I do,” she replied.  “Then,” urged the boy, “please hold this quarter for me, while I take a swim.”  Well this boy expected those who worship God to be honest and trustworthy, but I regret to say that not all who go to church are honest.  And even far more serious, not all who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ are honest.  They should be, of course, for all who have come to Christ ought to be able to say, with the apostle Paul, We have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty.  After a person believes in Jesus as Savior and Lord, he ought to be honest in all of his dealings with others.  Dishonesty and spirituality never go together.  The truly spiritual man will be particular about honesty in every detail.  

In 2 Corinthians 8:21, we read, Providing things honest, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.  Probably nothing hinders our testimony for Christ and limits our usefulness for God more than failures (whether large or small) in deceitful acts of dishonesty.  

When the disciples found it necessary to enlarge their staff by appointing deacons, what was the first requisite they stated?  Acts 6:3 tells us.  Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report.  They were to look for men whose integrity could not be questioned; who, as far as the world was concerned, were unquestionably honest in all their dealings.  This is the kind of church officers we need today – those who are respected by the unsaved as well as the saved, as known to be honest.  In Romans 12:17, the apostle says, Recompense to no man evil for evil.  Provide things honest in the sight of all men.  Whatever the cost may be, the child of God is to be honest under all circumstances.  

Now maybe you’re a businessman.  At the same time, you say you’re a Christian.  Let me ask, Do you ever expect those who work for you to misrepresent or falsify?  Do you permit your clerks to misrepresent values and qualities, though this is well-known to you?  Of course you would not break the eighth commandment, for you do not believe in stealing; but, be assured, misrepresentation is dishonesty, and dishonesty is the same as stealing.  If you are an employer, doubtless you have unsaved employees in your concern.  They know you go to church, and at the same time they know what the church stands for.  But when they consider some of your business methods, they have no interest in church because of your hypocrisy.  

Have you ever stopped to consider what a problem we Christian workers have when we deal with unsaved employees like yours who through the answer back to us, “Well, my employer is a Christian, and let me tell you what he does.”  If this is true of you, you are a stumbling block causing men and women to stumble as they move along on the broad road that leadeth to destruction.  Please consider this word from God’s word, found in Romans 13:13-14, Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.  Let us walk honestly and put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.  God says only as we yield to the control of Christ can we be honest, for the flesh is selfish, greedy, and covetous.  Oh, dear friend, let Christ possess your soul.  Yield yourself to His Lordship.  Claim victory over all deceit and dishonesty.  

I was interested in reading about a noted physician who appeared on a network news and talk show, and proclaimed, “Lying is an important part of social life, and children who are unable to do it are children who may have developmental problems.”  Well I wonder, is the saying “Honesty is the best policy” becoming obsolete?  Two surveys taken recently may indicate that many people think it is.  A USA Today poll found that only 56% of Americans teach honesty to their children; and the Lewis-Harrison poll turned up the distressing fact that 65% of high school students would cheat on an important examination.  Well, it looks like it’s time for those of us who live by God’s standard to recommit ourselves to honesty, doesn’t it?  We need to demonstrate the validity of Solomon’s words in Proverbs 12 about the dangers of lying.  If we say that God is the Ruler of our life, we must seriously consider the consequences of doing anything that He considers an abomination, and certainly He considers lying to be an abomination.
In a society that treats honesty like an artifact from an ancient world, let’s deal truthfully in everything.  It’s a sure way to bring delight to our Heavenly Father.  Friend, I hope you’re honest.  If you’re a believer, you should be honest.  You have a testimony to bear.  Christ wants you to be honest in every respect.  Now, of course, if you don’t know Christ – if you’ve never taken Him into your life – you may have an honesty problem.    Many people do.  I did until I came to Jesus Christ.  He cleansed my heart.  He took away all my sins.  He took away dishonesty.  And, I tell you, the Holy Spirit prompts me at all times to be explicitly honest.  And that’s the way it is when we know Christ.  And if you know Christ, you know that’s true; but if you don’t know Him, I urge you to come to Him right now and God can cleanse your heart and make you a new creature in Jesus Christ, as you trust Christ for your salvation.

Heavenly Father, we pray that You’ll help each of us to deal with this problem today when so many people are dishonest.  O, God, help us to be honest in every respect.  May we be men and women of integrity, glorifying our Lord at all times through Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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