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Our Mighty Enemy

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
As we get into the second chapter of Job, today, we see something of the mighty power of the Christian’s enemy.  You and I are no match for the devil.  He can sift us as wheat.  But never forget: Christ can handle him.  He has done it many times, and ultimately He will destroy the devil.  There’s a great day coming.

The Bible says Job was perfect and upright and one that feared God and eschewed evil.  He was a man of integrity who sought to please God in all that he did.  He was a very wealthy man.  And not only that, but one who evidenced wisdom in facing the reality of sin.  Job was soon confronted with a mighty enemy; and, be sure, his enemy is yours and mine.  

In the first chapter (verses 6-12) and in chapter two (verses 1-10), the enemy is portrayed.  Thus as we move along in the story of Job, we seem on the battle ground with the worst of all enemies.  Keep in mind that God is holding Job up before us as an object lesson; that as we study this book we shall see God’s servant as representative of all the Lord’s people.  None of us is excluded from the devil’s trickery; but, praise the Lord, we have One who is stronger than the devil who can give deliverance.

In 1 Corinthians 10:13, we read, There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to ma:, but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  Whatever the temptation that comes our way, God will provide a way of escape if we trust Him.  Be sure the Lord is the believer’s only means of escape.  Job’s integrity, wealth, and wisdom, were insufficient to cope with the mighty enemy.  It was his reliance on the Lord that gave the victory.  Now keep in mind, the devil is a real personality.  
There are many who think we mean by the devil a mere evil force.  The Bible does not teach this.  Notice in the first chapter, verse 6, Satan came; then, verse 7, Satan answered; and also in this same verse we read of Satan going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and down in it.  In verse 8, God asks Satan if he had considered his servant Job.  In verse 12, we read that Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.  All these expressions make sense only when used of a definite, distinct personality.  
Now where did the devil come from any way?  Just as surely as we have problems in determining the origin of sin, we have problems also as we consider the devil’s beginning.  God has not given us all the answers.  There are many mysteries involved in the subjects of sin and the devil, but we are assured from the Bible that those things which are revealed belong unto us. Thus looking into Isaiah 14 we get some insight as to the devil’s beginning.  Doubtless he had been an angel of great honor and authority – perhaps as Michael the archangel.  He was one of the myriads of ministering spirits created to obey and serve God.  But in Isaiah 14:12-17, we see the devil rebelling against the rule of God.  The LORD says, How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!   
Then God tells us how the devil fell.  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will asscend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God:  I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.  But the LORD said, Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit .  The devil is thrust from his high and lofty position and since that time has continued in open revolt against God.  His domain is the earth and the first heaven.  He is the god of this world.  But lest we think him to be more than he really is, remember: all that he does is limited by the permissive will of God.  The Lord Jehovah could destroy the devil immediately, but God uses him to fulfill even divine purposes.  Job 1:11 gives some insight into this fact.  But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.  This seems to be the devil’s chief occupation:  put God and man at variance one with another.  He is always stirring up trouble between God and man.
We should realize, also, that the devil has two mighty weapons which he uses constantly in the display of his power.  He uses the elements (wind, rain, and snow), and he uses the hearts of ungodly men and women.  These are his two arsenals.  In the first chapter of Job, he used the Sabeans and the Chaldeans, along with fire and wind, to bring destruction to kill Job’s children and to rob Job of his wealth.  Notice how clever the devil is to put the blame on God.  He put it into the heart of the servant to say, The fire of God is fallen from heaven.  Indeed the devil is very clever.  
Though the devil is mighty, he is also limited in his power.  Look at verse 12, And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand.  Here is the enemy’s defeat.  In the Lord he is always defeated.  We are told, in Isaiah 59:19, When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.  In Christ, we can overcome the wicked one.  Why the Lord permits the devil to tempt His own we shall not fully understand in this life; but in spite of this we know that God’s purposes are perfect.  Those of us who love the Lord need not question His purposes.  It is for this reason that we can praise Him for whatever He sends.

Perhaps in your affliction God is trying to speak to your heart.  It may be that you don’t know Him as your Lord.  Even now, He is trying to draw you to Himself.  Christ knows all about suffering.  He went to the Cross for you and me.  He wants to deliver you from your load of sin and the cares of this life.  Why not turn to Him just now, and trust Him as your Savior and Lord.

Father God, we thank You for the wonderful provision You made for us.  And we thank You for the strength and the wisdom You give so that we can have victory even in the presence of Satan.  We pray that You’ll work in lives today through the Holy Spirit to give the peace of God and the blessing and the joy we possess in Christ.  May some come to You, I ask in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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