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Everything Lost

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
God’s servant Job suffered severely.  The devil struck him hard.  Probably no one has ever suffered more in such a short period of time as Job.  In one day, all of his property was either stolen or burned up, including his many servants.  Now I wonder how we would have reacted under such circumstances.  What would we have done?

Job’s loss of property and possessions was bad enough, but notice chapter one, verse 19, And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead.  (Young men, as used here is literally, “young people.”)  Every one of Job’s seven sons and three daughters were killed by means of a tornado.  Add this to the loss of his property and servants.  What a catastrophe.  What sorrow!  But there is still more to come.  In verse 7 of chapter two, we read, So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.  The boils were burning ulcers.  This affliction seems to have been a form of leprosy.  Every inch of Job’s body was inflamed.  His feet were swollen twice their size, he was in physical pain night and day.  

Next we read of Job’s loss of position, in Job 2:8, And He took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes.  The potsherd was used to scratch one’s body.  There must have been constant itching along with the inflammation.  Job sat down among the ashes in extreme mourning – utterly cast out.  Here was one of the greatest men of the east who became one of the lowest of the men of the east in a matter of hours.
Job was without needed encouragement.  All of us are thankful for friends.  Most of us have at least one or two friends to whom we can turn in times of sorrow for comfort and help.  Job went to the one who should have been his greatest help in this calamity – his wife.  But look at the advice she gave.  Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? Curse God, and die.  My! what advice coming from one’s wife.  If anyone should have been sympathetic and kind to Job at such a time, it should have been his wife; but she proved herself to be just one more disappointment added to Job’s long list of woeful experiences.  Job’s wife suggests to me the carnal Christian who speaks well of God when all is going smoothly, but when adversities come he forgets all about the Lord’s unfailing grace.  Job, on the other hand, represents the spiritual man who believed God whatever the cost.

God assures us that suffering is never in vain.  Notice the affect it had on Job (Job 1:20) – Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped.   This followed immediately after the loss of all his property and all his children.  He did not curse God as Satan said he would; he worshipped God.  Here is an important test of one’s spirituality:  What will he do in his afflictions; where will he go for help.  Job went to the Lord immediately.

Now what do you think he did when he worshipped God?  Doubtless he rededicated himself to the Lord, with the confidence in his heart that God would somehow undertake.  He worshipped.  He revered God.  He praised the Lord.  I tell you, this was a great victory in Job’s heart.  The devil could not be defeated worse than he was at this moment when Job worshipped the Lord.  Isaiah declared, Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee.  How wonderful is this peace.  How comforting indeed.  God gave His peace to Job.  
Now in chapter two, verse 10, Job (in replying to his wife) gave this wonderful testimony.  Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?  He meant evil in the sense of “adversity,” or that which is displeasing; not “evil” in the sense of sinfulness.  What he said was this:  Can we expect to have good things in life only?  Must we not expect to have adversity as well?  Is this not part of the life which we live?  Are we not children of Adam, and has not suffering come upon us because of the fall?  Thus be reasonable.  Job said to his wife: we must face things as they are; suffering is no sign that God has forsaken us.  Well this is so true, friend.  God is not forsaking us in trial; usually He is preparing us for something greater.

Now maybe you’re burdened down with some trial of life at this moment.  Consider these important lessons from Job.  Read over the first two chapters of the book to reassure yourself.  Claim the blessing He has for you in these wonderful two chapters of instruction and help.

Now thus far we have seen the character of God’s servant, the enemy of God’s servant, the testings of God’s servant, and now we begin the consideration of the comforters of God’s servant.  For many chapters in the Book of Job, we shall be examining the battle of words between Job and his comforters.  The battle was touched off when Job cursed the day of his birth.  We read, in chapter three, verses 1-3, After this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day.  And Job spake, and said, Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which it was said, There is a man child conceived.  Job comes awfully close to Satan’s prediction recorded in chapter one, verse 11, where Satan said to God, But forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.  Yes, Job came close to yielding.  But, praise God, he did not go all the way.  He cursed the day of his birth, but he did not curse God.  

Somehow even in the severest trials of life, God gives sustaining grace.  Here was a man who in all probability had suffered more, or as much as anyone; and yet the Lord restrained him from fulfilling the devil’s prediction.  Job wanted to die.  I think most of us can understand his situation.  Some of God’s people have wanted to die with even less suffering.  Of course, Job’s desire at this point was not commendable; but I am sure that all of us can understand the weakness of frail flesh, especially in the time of testings.  Now we may be sure that the Lord will either lead us out of our affliction or give us the grace to bear it.  He never forsakes His own.  He is mindful of our calamity; and because of that, He will provide help.  David said, in Psalm 27:1, The LORD is my light, and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  This is enough.  We need no more.  Must I have an answer to my questions?  Of course not.  The Lord is my light and my salvation.  He will care for every need.  I am to trust Him and believe Him wholeheartedly without doubting.
Now there is just one more thing I want to share with you today before I leave the air.  Have you ever heard anyone curse the day of his birth?  Have you ever said something like this, “I wish I had never been born”?  Going through some season of sorrow or testing, were you sorry you had ever seen this world?  Well, I suppose some of us are guilty.  But I’ll tell you one thing, though I have known some to curse the day of their first birth, I have never know of any one cursing the day of his second birth.  

One who has been born again by the Holy Spirit would never curse the day he came to Christ.  In fact, can we not agree that this is the most important experience in life!  Nothing can be any greater than to come to Jesus Christ and have all sin completely forgiven, to begin life anew.  No one would be fool enough to curse this day; but, regrettably, many are foolish enough to neglect this day.  Maybe you’ve never turned to God and claimed Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Do it right now, friend, as we close out with prayer.

Heavenly Father, we thank You for Your presence.  We thank You for what You are teaching us from the Book of Job.  Help us to apply these truths to our own hearts for the glory of Christ.  Amen.
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