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         Don’t Doubt, Trust!

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
We have some more from the Book of Job for you today.  We saw Eliphaz coming at Job from several different angles in my previous message.  It’s very obvious that Job was not too well-pleased.  Now we are going to hear from him.  So please don’t go away.

In Job chapters six and seven, Job replies to Eliphaz.  It is quite obvious that what Eliphaz said had little affect on Job, and now Job begins by lamenting his sorrowful state (in verses 1-3, in chapter six).  But Job answered and said, Oh that my grief were thoroughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the balances together!  For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up.  Now there is a suggestion here that Job feels that his condition is hopeless.  God has helped in former times, but now it seems the grief is too much.  Could it be that Job is beginning to doubt God?  Under normal circumstances, true believers do not doubt; but when the pressures of life crowd in upon us, sometimes we are prone to forget that God is all-sufficient for every trial.

It is at times like these that we really need to pray so that we shall not for a minute doubt the Lord.  Someone has said, “When we doubt, we don’t trust; when we trust, we don’t doubt.”  Rather than doubt, we should put our cares into the hands of God.  When we put our cares in His hands, He puts His peace into our hearts.

Further Job says, in verse 4, For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array against me.  Is he intimating that God is trying to kill him?  Is his faith wavering?  Recall his words, which had been spoken only days before following the death of his loved ones, The LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.  His attitude seems to have changed, doesn’t it?  This should remind us that grief can affect one’s spiritual condition if he does not stay close to God.  

Because we cannot always understand the Lord’s way is no reason to believe that God is forsaking us.  Mary and Martha could not understand why Jesus, if he were God, stayed away from their home when their brother was dying.  This is suggested in the words of Martha to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  Faithful Abraham could not fully understand God’s purpose in asking him to offer up his only son; yet Abraham believed God, and though he could not understand the situation, he walked by faith and not by sight.
Moses could not understand the fruitless wandering in the wilderness journey with a complaining people, rebellious and unconcerned about the principles of God; but he believed.  In his heart he knew that even though he could not understand, God would have the answer.

Joseph was thrown into confusion because of his circumstances.  He could not begin to fathom the mysteries of it all – the treachery on the part of his brothers, his lot with the wicked woman, his imprisonment – how confusing it must have been; but Joseph did not give up.  He trusted and, ultimately, the reward came.

Now it may be at this moment you, too, like Job and scores of others of the people of God we read about in the Scriptures are perplexed about the divine providences at work in your life.  May I encourage you not to waver, but with renewed commitment to the Lord and His purposes, trust Him for the present moment with confidence that He will not and cannot fail.  

Now, what about it?  Was God trying to kill Job?  Why, of course not!  It was Andrew Murray who said, “Every loss is meant to be filled up by His presence; every sorrow is meant to make His fellowship more to us.”  God was trying to make His presence real to Job.  Have you ever stopped to consider that if one does not have a need in life, God is not really a necessity.  It is in the hour of need that most of us find God to be a necessity.  We learn how to believe Him and trust Him for all things.  

Job continues by confessing his weakness (in verse 12 of the sixth chapter).  Is my strength the strength of stones? Or is my flesh of brass?  What he is saying here is, “This is more than I can take.  I am not made of stone or brass.  I’m a human.  I am a weak, frail, faltering human.”  Well I doubt that he had ever realized this before as he realized it at this very moment.  Sometimes, God has to prove to us just how weak we actually are.  Even though we profess to be trusting in the Lord, there is always the tendency among us to feel a certain self-sufficiency.  Job had come to the end of his rope, so to speak.  As far as his self-sufficiency was concerned, at a time like this one is in a position to really lean on the Lord.  
As Job progresses in his reply, it appears that he is drifting away from his former reliance on the Lord.  He says in the seventh chapter, verse 11, Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.  He boldly affirms that he is going to complain.  Of course, all complaining is in reality against God.  How tragic to see the servant of the Lord complaining against the unfailing God.  But let’s not be too hard on Job.  Have you and I not done the same thing on occasion?  We complain so often.  But you say, “Though I have complained, I have never complained against God.”  Oh, yes.  You have.  For all complaining is really against God.  Romans 8:28 says, And we know that all things work together for good for them that love God, to them that are the called according to his purpose.  If, as a Christian, you really believe that all things work together for good, any complaining you do is against God.  How much better it would have been for Job to say “I will trust; I will pray,” instead of, “I will speak; I will complain.”

It takes far less wisdom and effort to trust God than it does to complain.  And, to be sure, there is no comparison of the results.  One may be sick, but if he complains, he will be worse.  Small wonder Paul declared, in writing to young Timothy, Godliness with contentment is great gain.  Most of us complain about things that are so insignificant.  What a difference it would make if we would trust God for all things.  To trust the Lord may mean to wait for the Lord to act.  It is true that God works for him that waiteth for him.  Most of us would agree that, in the light of the past, God has a time for doing things and it is the best time conceivable.  It may not always be to our liking, but it is according to the schedule of the Lord who is never late.  Because of our limited wisdom, we cannot see why God does not act immediately.  As far as we are concerned, one time is as good as another.  But never forget it:  God has a set time for every thing.  
Now, further, Job says (in chapter seven, verse 16), Let me alone; for my days are vanity.  Can you imagine a servant of God going so far as to say to the Lord, “Let me alone . . . take Your hands off me . . . don’t persecute me anymore”?  Then, even worse, he accuses God _______________ in verse 19:  How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittle?  I’m sure that most of us can sympathize with Job because in the hour of trial we too have felt on occasion that God has forsaken us.  If God is God (we have thought), if He has all power, why doesn’t He do something about my need.  Why doesn’t He answer my prayers?  Well, we may be sure that God is doing something.  He always answers prayer.  Not always how or when we think He should, but He always answer.  He never neglects His own.  And so I say, realize whatever your need today, God is above all.  He can do all things.  Whatever your need, He is able to provide.  

Maybe you need the Lord Jesus in your life.  Maybe you’ve never been saved – never been born again.  Of course, this is your greatest need right now.  You may have many other needs, but this is your greatest need if you have never received Christ.  And that’s why I invite you:  Receive Him right now.  Ask Him to come into your life, and He will do that, and He will never leave you.
[Prayer]  
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