(Tape No. 296)

 Stay with the Upward Look
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
In chapter eight of the Book of Job, another warrior by the name of Bildad appeared on the scene.  Bildad was quite abrupt and not at all gracious and kind like Eliphaz.  Bildad condemned Job, and felt unless God delivered Job soon, it could be quite obvious that Job and his family were guilty of gross sin.

Let’s examine a few of Bildad’s statements found in chapter eight.  He begins with a sharp blast of words, accusing Job of being mere talk  (suggesting Job did not practice what he preached):  How long wilt thou speak these things,? he said, and how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind?   Now a strong wind envelops an area and rarely does good.  Often, it destroys property and leaves only debris lying in its path of destruction.  It comes and it is gone, but it seems to be of little value.  That’s what Bildad says about Job.  It does not seem that this was true of Job, but it is true of some people we know.  So often, when they speak their words are like a strong wind producing destruction as far as the lives and characters of others are concerned.  Dr. A. B. Simpson was heard to say one time, “I would rather play with forked lightning, or take in my hands living wires, than speak with a reckless word against any servant of Christ or idly repeat the slanderous darts which thousands of Christians are hurling on others to the hurt of their own souls and bodies.”
Well, next, Bildad assures Job that God will not overlook sin.  Doth God pervert judgment? Or doth the Almighty pervert justice?  You see, God will not sidestep evil.  This is true, but in his harsh and inconsiderate manner, I wonder if Bildad considered the sin of judging one’s neighbor.  He appeared to be extremely self-righteous.  And when Job needed comfort and help, Bildad seems to beat him down.  This is an evil that has affected many of the followers of Christ.  Rather than help lift a brother when he has fallen, by unkind words or actions we beat him down.  How contrary this is to the Scriptures.  God tells us, in Galatians 6:1, Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest thou also be tempted.  We are not to be critical or unkind.  We are to be loving and thoughtful of the needy brother.

Well, Bildad continues by suggesting that if Job were really pure, God would help him.  If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he would awake for thee; and make the habitation of thy righteousness prosperous.  This statement contains only a partial truth.  The fact that one has been prospered in life does not mean that he has been pure.  There are many people who are prospering financial, physically, and in other ways, but they’re extremely wicked.  On the other hand, there are humble saints of God who respect and revere the Lord, who faithfully follow Him day by day, and yet their lives seem to be an unbroken chain of trouble.  Bildad is using a very popular argument – that which the world might advance: that prosperity and success are synonymous.  This may or may not be true.  Very often it is not.  This is a rather superficial argument which proves to be groundless.  Like the ungodly, the righteous must also suffer.  Belief in Christ is no promise that the believer shall escape suffering or trouble; but one marked difference between the ungodly and the godly is evident.  When the ungodly suffers, he has nothing beyond to help, to encourage, or to assist him.  but when the godly man suffers, he has all the power and provision of heaven.
Next, Bildad points Job to a backward look.  For inquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thyself to the search of their fathers.  (For we are but of yesterday, and know nothing, because our days upon earth are a shadow.)  Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter words out of their heart?  “Look back to our fathers,” Bildad suggests, “and examine their lives.”  Those who were successful were blessed of God, those who were not successful were not blessed of God.  This argument was extremely weak and superficial, for it would not always hold good.  At times it might, but at other times it might prove to be worthless.  It is well for all of us to look back occasionally to see wherein we have failed to learn by our experiences.  But after we look back, then we should do as Paul did:  Take the upward look; forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before.  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  The upward look is far more important than the backward look.  Some of us have been looking backward for a long time.  Lift up your eyes unto the hills from whence cometh your help.  Forget the past.  Look to a greater day which we find in Jesus Christ.  
Don’t limit God by your lack of faith.  Use what faith God has given you to reach out to the God of all grace who will most assuredly enable you to forget the past and look forward into the glorious future.  But is it not true that we are more willing, after examining our own circumstances, to look to ourselves and worry than we are to really trust God.

Now Bildad reaches the peak of his argument as he accuses Job of being a hypocrite.  Now it is always dangerous to accuse others of this sin because all of us have so much hypocrisy in our own hearts that we have no right to accuse the other fellow.  Nevertheless, that’s what Bildad did.  Notice this one verse where he says, The hypocrite’s hope shall perish (verse 13).  Of course, this is true – the hypocrite’s hope will perish.  There are many hypocrites in our day.  We find them wherever we go – in business, among our neighbors, in our churches, in the pulpits.  This is a great evil.  The hypocrite is an actor.  He is merely pretending.  He is not sincere.  He is only pretending to be something or someone.  Many pretend to be righteous and holy, while underneath they are abominably wicked.  Bildad said that about Job.  We should do better to accuse our own selves of hypocrisy rather than the other person.  It is so easy to see hypocrisy in those around us, while we completely overlook our own.

Well, in concluding his argument, Bildad gives a slight hope, a faint glimmer of encouragement.  He says, Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man.  Neither will he help the evil doers till he fill thy mouth with laughing and thy lips with rejoicing (verses 20-21).  He is telling Job, here, if there were any righteousness at all in his life, God will not cast him away – there is still a chance.  Well, of course, having the entire word of God, we know better than this.  There are no perfect individuals.  Romans 3:23 says, All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  But how consoling to know, as we read in 1 John 1:7, The blood of Jesus Christ God’s Son cleanseth us from all sin.   How comforting is the fact that even though there may be sin in one’s life, God will forgive if that person confesses his sin and claims Christ as Savior and Lord.  The moment he does, he is saved, the Bible says.  Daily, however, we must confess our present sin.  The moment we do, God says we are forgiven and we are ready to meet Him should He call.  
Now we must not be too hard on Job.  He did not have the word of God to which he could turn to find the Lord and the Lord’s plan.  Later, in his book, he cries out, O that I knew where I might find him.  You and I do not have to say that today.  We can find the Lord immediately if we desire.  Jesus says, in John 6:37, Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  Let me as, do you really know the Lord in your heart?  Maybe you’re going through some great sorrow or facing some perplexing decision.  You need more than human ability; more than the advice of your friends.  You need the unfailing God, and I urge you to invite Him into your life by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ right now.  If you will believe, you may be sure Christ will enter your life never to leave.  Trust Him today.  Believe Him for all things.

[Closing prayer]
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