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God Is So Great

         
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
A new character appears to plague Job in chapter 11 of the book.  He doesn’t appear to be any wiser or any more consoling than the other two.  Well, please stay, and I’ll return to see what Zophar has to say.

Zophar begins his speech by asking (in verse 2), Should not the multitude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be justified?  He rebukes Job for speaking in empty words that have not been backed up by a holy life.  Further he asks, in verse 3, Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou mockest, shall no make thee ashamed?  The word lies here is really “vain boasting.”  This was another way of saying that Job was insincere – he was not real, just so much talk.  Zophar felt that this was a mockery of God for which Job should be punished.  The thing that seemed to disturb Zophar most was Job’s self-justification.  He says, in verse 4, For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in thine eyes.  This appears to be ridiculous to Zophar.  How could a man suffering such judgment at the hand of God be pure and clean?  Then Zophar cries out, in verse 5, But o that God would speak, and open his lips against thee.  He is quite sure that if God would but speak, He would tell the truth.  Then Job’s three comforters would be justified and Job would be condemned.  They found it otherwise, however, when God did speak.
So often our judgment is like this.  We are critical and unkind because we do not know all the facts.  In Romans 2:2, we read, But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth.  God does not see as man sees.  He (God) sees everything.  He knows all the facts.  He is in a position to judge.  He is our rightful judge.  But usually when we judge someone, we are sinning.  Thus God says, in Romans 2:1, Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same thing.  Now, in verse 6, Zophar continues by informing Job that if God were to speak, He would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that they are double to that which is!  This is though to say that if God were to speak, He would tell Job that the Lord’s ways are greater than man’s ways, and that Job was a sinner and not righteous as he declared.  In verse 6, Zophar goes on to speak of the grace of God as he says, Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth.  Even though Job was a great sinner, Zophar assures him that God does not judge according to one’s sin.  Of course, this statement is true.  No sinner has ever been judged by God to the extent of his sin.   God always judges with grace.

Zophar then asks two important questions in verse 7.  Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?  The answer to both of these questions is no.  We do not find God by searching.  We find God by believing, by believing on His Son Jesus Christ.  Also, we cannot find out the Almighty unto perfection; that is, we cannot fully understand all His ways.  It is not necessary that we do.  The thing all of us need to realize is that God loves us and that He gave His Son to die for us.  

Zophar elaborates on the subject of God’s wisdom by saying, in verse 8, It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?   Who can fully understand the glory of the heavens?  Man has obtained some knowledge of the perfections of the heavenlies, but he knows only an infinitesimal part of what God knows about the heavens.  He has created it!  At the same time, what do we know about hell (other than what God has revealed in His word)?  God’s wisdom is so vast and great.  Zophar says, in verse 9, The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea --  suggesting the greatness of God’s wisdom.  But not only is God great in wisdom, He is sovereign:  verse 10, If he cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder him?  What God decrees to do, He will do.  Then, verse 11, Zophar applies the truth he is leading up to by saying, For he knoweth vain men: he seeth wickedness also; will he not then consider it?  He accuses Job of being vain and wicked.  It is true that God knoweth vain men and that he seeth wickeness.  He sees your heart and mine.  We cannot cover up.  We read, in 1 Samuel 16:7, The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.  
Continuing on, Zophar says, For vain man would be wise, thou man be born like a wild ass’s colt (verse 12).  Man would profess to be perfect.  Very often, he overlooks his sin.  But Zophar says he is born like a wild ass’ s colt.  He is not tamed or domesticated; that is, he is not controlled by God.  Further, Zophar tells us what to do (in verses 13-14).  If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him; If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles.  Man in himself is not sufficient to overcome any sin.  How then can he prepare his heart?  Well, we’re told how:  stretch out thine hands toward God; Turn to Him.  Confess sin.  Claim victory over it.  God will give the strength to put iniquity far from you.  No longer must you be plagued by a besetting sin that seems to be ruining your testimony for Christ.  

Zophar also has a message for the unsaved.  Here are three essentials for salvation (verse 13):  Prepare thine heart.  The heart must be prepared, for we are told in Jeremiah 17:9 that the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.  Then next he says, stretch out thine hands.  Lift up your hands and heart in prayer to God.  He alone can help you.  Only He can save you.  Stretch out your empty, helpless hands to Him for mercy which He will shed upon you abundantly.  Then thirdly he says, If iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away.  All iniquity must be put away.  God says, Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
Zophar goes on to tell us of the blessed results experienced when one turns from sin to God.  Let’s consider some of these results:  Verse 15 – For then thou shalt lift up thy face without spot --  God will no longer see us as sinners; for as he says in 1 John 1:7, The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  He sees us as saints in Christ.  Next Zophar says, Thou shalt be steadfast, and shalt not fear.  The word steadfast is literally “molten” (like metals which become firm and hard by fusion).  The sinner wavers.  He has no foundation.  But when a man completely trusts Christ and permits Him to take away the power of sin, that believer stands upon a solid rock.  Further Zophar says, Because thou shalt forget thy misery, and remember it as waters that pass away (verse 16).  It is a wonderful thing to be able to forget the past.  A man or woman in sin cannot forget.  His sin plagues and haunts him day and night.  But after one has been to the Cross and laid the burden of sin on Christ, the Lord enables him to forget the things which are behind him.  That’s just wonderful.  In verse 17, we read, And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning.  You see those words, thou shalt shine forth?  You will not only be illumined after coming to Christ, but you will be a guiding light to direct others to Christ.  The new light is not of your kindling, but like the dawning of the day, it is the gift of God, the brightest and the best.  Notice the security Zophar speaks about – And thou shalt be secure, because there is hope; yea, thou shalt dig about thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety.  WE have a hope that maketh not ashamed.  In Hebrews 6:19, God tells us of this hope: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul.
In verse 19, Zophar gives more comfort as he says, Also thou shalt lie down, and none shall make thee afraid; yea, many shall make suit unto thee.  The fact that the believer can lie down in the midst of his trouble and sorrow suggests, again, the almighty providence of God.  Sometimes He makes us lie down, as in the case of the Shepherd and His sheep, spoken of in Psalm 23.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures.  We should realize, however, when God forces us to take rest, it is in the green pastures.  These words, many shall make suit unto thee, literally are “many will entreat thy face.”  This suggests the fellowship that will become the believer’s the moment he trusts in Christ.

Now look at Zophar’s closing words of the chapter (verse 20):  But the eyes of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope shall be as the giving up of the ghost.  Our only hope is Christ.  If you have never trusted Him, do it now.  
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