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God Is In Control


      J. Allen Blair

After listening to his three friends patiently, in chapters 12-14, Job responds.  He acknowledged their wisdom, but reminded them that though they were wise, their wisdom would end when they went to the grave.  God’s wisdom, on the other hand, like the word of God, continues for ever.  This is why we need to be wise in the Lord.  

Now in verse 3, Job answers his friend saying, I have understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you.   In other words, he is saying, “I know all that you have been telling me.”  In fact, the maxims the three comforters were proffering were well-worn and common place.  Further, in verse 4, he says, I am as one mocked of his neighbours.  The advice his friends had given was more of a mockery than advice.  They were laughing at Job and his calamity.  He that is ready to slip with his feet, Job says in verse 5, is as a lamp despised in the thought of him that is as ease.  The word lamp is really “torch.”  When the traveler reached his destination after journeying through the darkness of the night, he threw aside the torch that had guided his steps.   Job likens himself to a torch.  He had aided his friends when he was in a position to help, but not what he has nothing, they throw him aside.  They make him the subject of mockery.

Now, in verse 6, Job points out the fallacy of Zophar’s theory that calamity is always the result of evil.  He says, The tabernacles of robbers prosper, and they that provoke God are secure; into whose hand God bringeth abundantly.  Evil men who lie, cheat and steal are often prosperous.  Many ungodly people live high.  They have plenty of money.  Some who refuse to believe in God or obey Him are prosperous; and, yet, God says, Into whose hand God bringeth abundantly.  God supplies for them.  He does not honor them in their prosperity, but were it not for the grace of God, He would wipe them off the face of the earth immediately.  He would utterly destroy every criminal, but God in His grace permits man to live.  In His grace, He permits man to steal and to be unkind without immediate judgment.  Now, you say you cannot fully understand this.  Nor can I.  The reason is that we are humans.  We do not have the grace and love that God has for His creatures.  Of course, we must realize that there is a judgment coming when man will be judged for his sins if he is not in Jesus Christ.

Now Job has emphasized the fact that sorrow and suffering are not always the result of evil.  There are many wicked people who, by the grace of God, are prospered in spite of their wickedness.  The only explanation we can give to this is that God is merciful.  Job continues to elaborate on this point by saying, in verses 7-10, But ask not the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee:  Or speak to the earth, and it shall teach thee: and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee.  Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the LORD hath wrought this?  In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.   Job reminds us that beasts, birds, fish and plants also reveal the truth he has been presenting – that the violent often times prosper over the weak.  The vulture lives more securely than the dove; the lion than the ox; the shark than the dolphin; and the thorn than the rose.  In other words, God is sovereign.  God is over all.  Even though we may not be able to understand many things, God does.  One of the most confusing questions of our age is “why do the wicked prosper.”  Job assures us that it is because of the mercy of God.  He says, in verse 10, In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.
Now, he says further in regard to the advice his friends had offered him (verse 11), Doth not the ear try words? and the mouth taste his meat?  In other words, he was not bound to receive what they had to say.  Every man has the right to receive through his ears what he wants to receive.  As the mouth is privileged to taste anything it may eat, so we have a right to accept or refuse advice.  Should not this be a reminder to all of us to choose carefully the things we hear and the things we believe?  Some people believe anything that comes their way.  They are especially gullible regarding spiritual matters.  We must detect truth from error.  How can one detect truth from error?  Well, the word of God is our standard.  It does not matter too much what man says, but it does matter what God has said.

From verse 12 through the end of the chapter, Job continues to emphasize the wisdom, power and sovereignty of God in ordering and disposing of all the affairs of the children of men according to His own will.  When we come into the full realizeation of the great fact that God is over all, it gives us a more hopeful view of the catastrophic age in which you and I live.  Job says, With the ancient is wisdom; and in length of days understanding.  The word ancient here is the word “aged.”  Elderly folks ought to be wiser than young people because of their years of experience.  They have been through many heartaches and pitfalls.

Now, speaking of God, Job says (in verse 13), With him is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and understanding.  God does not find it necessary to acquire wisdom.  He is Wisdom.  He knows all things.  He always has and He always will.  He knew everything before the world was formed.  What is the wisdom of ancient man in comparison to the Ancient of Days?  With all we know, there is so much we cannot do.  God is unlimited.  He can do all things.  

In verses 14 and 15, Job says, Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be build again: he shutteth up a man, and there can be no opening, Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry up: also he sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth.   Probaby, Job is alluding to the flood in these verses.  Now, in verse 16, he continues by saying, With him (that is, with God) is strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are his.  This means that everyone is in God’s power.  No human has ever usurped the authority of God.  We have lived in a generation when the world has been distressed by dictators.  It’s hard to realize, sometimes, that these men are always under the power and control of God.  The Lord is Sovereign.  He is above all and over all.  He says, the deceived and the deceiver are his.  The world has many deceivers.  Not a few of them are found in business these days.  But these deceivers are not below the notice of God.  They cannot escape His eye.  Because God is sovereign, He can make fools of the deceivers.  He has the wisdom and power to manage everyone and everything in the world.

Further in Job 12, God’s servant cites instances of wisdom and power of the Almighty God in the control of political leaders and authorities.  Nations rise and fall under the sovereignty of God.  Job reminds us that it is the Lord who leadeth ccounsellors away spoiled, and maketh the judges fools.  He is speaking of wicked men, selfish men, who cared nothing about God, who were ambitious for worldly glory.  They wanted to reach the top.  Perhaps they were on the way, or maybe they did reach their goal.  God humbled them and brought them down because they did not give Him the praise.  

Now, continuing on through to the end of the chapter, Job proclaims again the sovereignty of almighty God.  He says, He looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle.  History proves all this.  Some kings have been weak; and yet God has lifted them up to high positions – giving them unusual power.  Others have been mighty with strong supporting armies; and yet God has permitted them to go into captivity.  Job says, He ladeth princes away spoiled, and overthroweth the mighty.  He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh away the understanding of the aged.    We have depended upon our fathers for help.  We have sought their wisdom for their experience.  Suddenly, God removed them from us in His providence.  
He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the strength of the mighty.  He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death.   In the midst of confusion, God can provide the light to give wisdom if He cares to. He increaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: he enlargeth the nations, and straiteneth them again.  Truly, God sets up one and puts down another.  He taketh away the heart of the chief of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a wilderness where there is no way.  Men look to a great leader and soon that leader falls.  Thus the people grope in the dark without light, and he (that is, God) maketh them to stagger like a drunken man.  Job has been emphasizing one of the most important truths of the Bible:  God is over all.  I hope you realize that, friend.  And I hope you let Him reign in your life.  If you have never taken Jesus Christ into your life, please do it right now, because you will find the best that God has for you on this side of heaven.  Trust Christ.

Glad Tidings, PO Box 18824, Charlotte, NC 28218-0824
