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Trust God – Not People!

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
In spite of the self-righteous attempt of his three friends to put him down, Job cries out, I am not inferior to you.  Though they appeared to be wiser, Job assures them that he is no dummy.  Well, I’ll be back, so please stay with us.

Job informed this three comforters that he was not primarily interested in their advice, but that he was going to look beyond them.  He says (in verse 3), Surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God.  More and more, Job was convinced that the philosophies proffered by his friends were useless.  He was wise in going directly to the Lord, wasn’t he?  I’m sure all of us appreciate the help of kind friends during times of trial, but we must go beyond what man can do for us, and look to the Lord, and trust Him.

Now Job goes on to say (in verse 4), Ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value (forgers of lies is literally “artful twisters of vain speeches”).  Job feels that his three comforters would have done better to keep quiet.  O that ye would altogether hold your peace! he says, in verse 5, and it should be your wisdom.  To remain silent would have helped more than the advice that was given.  Is it not true that frequently silence is better than words?  There are occasions when we should say nothing.  Probably, there are more times when we should keep quiet than when we should speak.  Most definitely, when we have nothing to say it is better not to speak.

In verse 6, Job exhorts his friends further to listen to him and consider what he has to say.  Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to the pleadings of my lips.  Then he asks (verse 7), Will ye speak wickedly for God? and talk deceitfully for him?  Job is referring to the argument that was used that the end justifies the means, and that Job was a sinner because he was a sufferer.  Job is saying this is unreasonable. Such an argument, Job declares, is speaking wickedly for God.
Now, next, Job reminds his listeners that the day is coming when they too will be searched out and tried.  Verses 8-9 – Will ye accept his person? will ye contend for God?  Is it good that he should search you out? or as one man mocketh another, do ye so mock him?  Job is asking what they will have to say – what will they do  -- in the face of judgment in their own lives such as Job was facing at the present.  Well Job goes on to say (in verse 10), He will surely reprove you, if ye do secretly accept persons.  (That is, God will judge them if they accepted the philosophies that came from men rather than the eternal truth of God.)  Shall not his excellency make you afraid? Job says, in verse 11, and his dread fall upon you?  These friends of Job should have been fearful to advance reasonings that were not according to the truth while they professed to be followers of God.
In verse 12, Job says, Your remembrances are like unto ashes, your bodies to bodies of clay.  The remembrances refer to the proverbial maxims they were offering Job in his calamity.  This empty talk was to become like ashes.  What a contrast this is to the word of God.  God says in the Bible, Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  What man has written will go into oblivion, but the “Thus saith the LORD,” shall stand for eternity.  Those who read and study the Bible readily testify to the difference between God’s word and the philosophies of men.  Indeed there is something different about the word of God.  We have read other books.  We have heard many preachers; but there is nothing as satisfying, as inspiring, as comforting, as the word of the living God.  Now, in verse 13, Job says, Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me what will.  He saw little value in their speeches, thus preferring to face anything God would send rather than continue listening to their empty and shallow advice.  He further says, Wherefore do I take my flesh in my teeth, and put my life in mine hand?  Here he suggests that he is not afraid to die.  He is not simply trying to preserve his life, for notice verse 15 – Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.  Job states his full confidence and trust in the sovereignty of God at work in his life.  Job knew that God was all wise in everything.  Thus he was willing to trust Him fully.  
Well, next, Job says, I will maintain mine own ways before him.  This he desired to do – not as a hypocrite, but as one with a sincere heart.  Then notice his testimony in verse 16:  He also shall be my salvation: for an hypocrite shall not come before him.  However sorely tried, the true believer will not depart from God.  Of course, a man who is not really converted may turn against the Lord when he is tried.  He may become angry with God for permitting such a trial to come into his life; but not one who has truly met the Lord.  Like Job, he will say, Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.  God is faithful, dear friend, and we must trust Him for everything – realizing that He never fails.  

Now in these closing verses of this chapter, I see Job once again searching out his own heart before the Lord.  In verse 23, he asks the question, How many are mine iniquities and sins? Make me to know my transgression and my sin.  This reminds me of David as he prayed in Psalm 139:23-24, Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  
There is a tendency on the part of man to become proud and self-confident.  We need a daily heart searching before God.  It is so easy for us to overlook our own sins and weaknesses.  They stand out vividly in the eyes of others, but frequently we overlook them.  It would be a great thing for all of us in the church of Christ if we were to examine our hearts more frequently, that we might deal with personal sin.  We are more prone to deal with our neighbor’s sin than with our own; but God says,   Your iniquities have separated between you and your God. 

Is that true in your life, my dear friend?  Well, if it is, you can confess to the Lord and have your heart cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ.  If you have never taken Christ into your heart, you need Him; and I urge you right now, as we close out, to receive the Lord once and for all, and He’ll never leave you.
Blessed Lord, how we thank You for Your Word.  Your Word never changes.   It is yea and amen.  May we trust the word and believe You for all things.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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