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It’s A Hard Life

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
In chapter 14 of Job, our suffering saint continues to plead his case before his hearers.  He has some more interesting things to say.  Some of them will be familiar to you, but others may not be.  So I hope you’ll keep listening for the rest.

In verse 1 of chapter 14, Job reminds us of the frailty of human flesh.  He says, Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.  Well I think we can understand what Job is saying here.  Man is of few days.  Some of us are old and grey-headed, but it seems like a matter of only a few years since we were back in our youth.  The years have swept by so swiftly.  Well, there’s plenty of trouble around, but consider the believer’s privilege of casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.  Let us take our burdens to the Lord, for He never fails.  In verse 2 (in speaking of the brevity of life) Job says, He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.  Live to him appears to be as a flower and a shadow.  Flowers do not last very long.  Their beauty soon withers and fades away.  Likewise a shadow is but a fleeting thing.  It will soon be lost in the darkness of the night.  Indeed, this is a true picture of a person without Jesus Christ.  In the next verse, Job marvels at the thought that God has any interest at all in that which seems to be useless and perishing, such as human flesh.  He says, And dost thou open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into judgment with thee?  Yes, God does have interest in us – so much so that His eye is always on us!  In Psalm 32:8, He says, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.  

Then, in verse 4, Job speaks of the utter futility of sinful man to do anything about his condition apart from the grace of God.  He says, Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one.  As he said in verse 1, we’ve been born of woman and the Bible makes it clear that anyone born of woman is born in sin.  David said, in Psalm 51:5, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  Thus, since man is defiled by sin, how can he be made clean?  Well Job does not give us the answer here, but God does in Romans 3:24, where He says, being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  It is needful for you to make your decision for Christ immediately.  My friend, if you never have, don’t delay:  Take Christ into your life.  It will change your life.

Now Job pleads for mercy regarding sinful man.  He says (in verse 6), Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day.  Now the hireling’s life was not an easy life.  It was filled with hardship and toil.  This is another way of saying what Job said in the first verse:  Man is of few days, and full of trouble.  Job knew where to turn in his trouble.  He went to the One who could give rest.  I wonder if you’ve turned to Him.  Have you been too busy for God?  Today, Jesus says to you (in Matthew 11:28), Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.   Rest from your cares, rest from your trials, rest from your sorrows.  Now we have seen what Job had to say about life, now what does he have to say about death?  

In verse 7, he says, For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease.  Then he goes on to say (in verses 8-9), Though the root there wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground; Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant.  Thus, if a tree is cut down and the trunk is left in the ground, though it may seem dead, suddenly it will sprout forth as the result of the moisture in the earth and the rain from heaven.  The stump is revived and life is evident.  But Job reminds us that it is different for man.  Man dieth, he says in verses 10-12, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?  As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up: so man fails and the flood decayeth and drieth up.  So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.  You see, when we go to bed at night, we anticipate rising up in the morning; but when one is placed in the grave, he shall not awake to such a life or such a state as we are now in.  We shall not awake, Job says, till the heavens be no more (actually, “until time is swallowed up in eternity”).    Now it should be kept in mind that what Job was thinking about in these verses is the return of man to his present life in his present form.  Job was not ignorant of the resurrection hope.  He firmly believed in the resurrection of the righteous dead.  In Job 19:26, he says, And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.  Of course, from other passages of Scripture, we know that what Job is saying here is absolutely true.  Though everyone will be resurrected, no one will be resurrected to come back to this present life as it is now.

In verse 13, Job gives his desire to find release from his present suffering in the grave to await his resurrection.  He says, O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until they wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!  Now Job knew that his suffering on this earth was the result of sin – not necessarily his sin, but sin in generally.  You see, all suffering is the result of sin.  Thus Job was looking to something better: release from it all through the grave, and then the glory of the resurrection.  He speaks of God’s appointing a set time.  This is, literally, a “decreed time.”  In the decrees of God, He has established a day of resurrection for His beloved saints.  Job further emphasizes this truth, saying (in verse 14), If a man dies, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.  Job answered the question of living again in this present life in verses 10-12.  His answer is no.  But for the next life (the glorified life) in which there will be no suffering or pain, he answers the question, yes.  This is what I’m waiting for, he says, till my change come – until I am delivered from this body of flesh, this dying sinful suffering body.  Job was to receive a new body, as will every believer at the time of Christ’s coming for His own.  The words “appointed time” really means a set time.  The Lord has a set time for the Lord to return.  He will not be late, nor will He be early.  The time is set.  No man knows the hour, but God does.  And you may be assured that Christ will come at the appointed time.  Hebrews 10:37 says, For yet a little while, and he that shalt come will come, and will not tarry.  Verse 15 seems to come to the climax of this blissful expectation.  Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee.  Paul declares, For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with the voice of the archangel.  Job will hear that voice.  He will not remain in the cold, lifeless form; but he will arise out of his sleep (with all who believe the truth of God) to see His face.

In verses 16 and 17, Job confesses man’s trying to escape the eye of God.  He says, For now thou numberest my steps: dost thou not watch over my sin?  My transgression is sealed up in a bag, and thou sewest up mine iniquity.  Though we are told in the first chapter of Job that Job was perfect and upright and one that feared God and eschewed evil, this does not mean that he was not a sinner.  Job realized his sinfulness, as any righteous man does.  In fact, the closer one gets to God, the more obvious his sins become, for he sees himself in the light of God’s perfection.  Some there are who think they are escaping the eye of God.  Well, if you are one of them, don’t be deceived, my dear friend.   How should the unsaved deal with his sin?  Turn to Christ and claim the victory of Calvary.  This is the only possible way to deal with sin.  Yes, be sure (as Job says(in verse 17): God watches over our sins.  He knows all about them.  My transgression is sealed up in a bag.
Now Job continues to lament the uselessness of life; that is, the life which we now live, by saying (in verses 18-19), Surely the mountain falling cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his place.  The waters wear the stones: thou washest away the things which grow out of the dust of the earth; and thou destroyest the hope of man.  The mountains become stones, and the stones finally become dust.  Everything seems to crumble, even as the body grows older and eventually goes into the grave.  It all looks very hopeless as Job presents it here.  Then he says, in verse 20, Thou prevailest for ever against him; that is, God by a superior power and strength prevails against man.  But soon man passes into the grave, and though our children be advanced in life, even that will not mean anything to us in the grave.  His sons come to honour, Job says, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.  Now the concluding verse gives us the agonizing picture of death:  But his flesh upon him shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourn.  He mourns as he leaves his loved ones.  

Job has given us in these verses a very dismal picture of life, yet there are many who live in this manner.  But, you see, in Jesus Christ it is different.  We have the joy of the Lord within our hearts.  Now, if you have never believed on Jesus, you don’t have that joy.  You have the dismal picture of Job that he has left with us.  So I hope, if you haven’t trusted Christ that you do it right now, and receive Him as your Savior and Lord.

Now, Father, bless these words to our hearts today.  May they inspire us and challenge us, that Jesus will be glorified in our lives.  For we ask in His Name.  Amen.
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