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  Judging Without Knowledge

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
If you were with us for the first lecture given by Eliphaz the Temanite, you may recall that Eliphaz was extremely hard on God’s servant Job.  Now, in his second lecture, he is even worse.  With bitterness, he reproves Job for failing to accept the advice already given.

Job is charged with foolishness.  He had the reputation of being a wise man, but Eliphaz asks (in chapter 15, verses 2-3), Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind?  Should he reason with unprofitable talk? or with speeches wherewith he can do no good?   Proud Eliphaz, rather than admit his own guilt, becomes more stern with Job – accusing him of offering mere talk without reason.  The east wind was most destructive in that region.  Job’s speech was likened unto the east wind, destructive rather than helpful.  Eliphaz asks, “Should he reason with unprofitable talk?”  Unprofitable talk is really “evil talk.”  It is something all of us must guard against constantly.  The Lord Jesus said (in Matthew 12:36-37), But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof on the day of judgment.  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.  How essential that believers speak edifying words (words that honor Christ and bear witness to Him) among their friends!  

In one of the Virginia campaigns, General U. S. Grant and his staff were gathered around the fire one evening in a country farmhouse.  The officers were telling stories.  Presently, one of them said, “I’ve a good story to tell.”  And to indicate what was coming, he added, “I think there are no ladies here.”  “No, but there are gentlemen here,” General Grant quietly remarked.  The story was not told.  God says in Ephesians 4:29, Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying that it may minister grace unto the hearers.
Eliphaz accuses Job further of being impious in verse 4.  Thou casteth off fear, and restrainest prayer before God.  Now this was a dangerous attack.  How did Eliphaz know that Job did not pray?  How did he know that Job did not respect and revere God?  You see, we can’t judge others in this life.  God is the Judge.  Of course, anyone who does not respect and honor God is the loser.  And he who does not pray is certainly living a life devoid of much of the blessing of God.  In Matthew 7:7, Jesus taught that we must ask Him for all things.  If we do, He says it shall be given you.  If we do not ask, we shall not receive.  How much of God’s blessing we miss because we do not take the time to pray and wait on Him!  I’m sure Job must have been a man of prayer, even though his critic refused to give him the benefit of the doubt.  

Now, in verse 5, Eliphaz attempts to prove Job’s praylessness and lack of respect for God by saying, For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou choosest the tongue of the crafty.  Eliphaz is correct in his assumption that the tongue is a good index for one’s belief and attitudes.  One who is not a man of prayer will certainly have little control of his tongue.  Not only will he offend and disturb others, he will bring much trouble upon himself by the things he says.  This is why it is so important that one be saved and know Christ, permitting Christ to live through him so as to control every phase of living – including the tongue.  Now, in verse 6, Eliphas says, Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I: yea, thine own lips testify against thee.
Now, in verse 7, Eliphaz becomes very sarcastic.  He questions the wisdom of Job by asking, Art thou the first man that was born?   That is, “Did you live before us?  Do you know more than we do?  Then he asks, or wast thou made before the hills?   In other words, “Are you God the Creator that you know so much?”  Hast thou heard the secret of God?  He wonders, do you have some inner counsel with the Divine that you can talk to us the way you do?  Like the other friends, Eliphaz claimed that Job was a faulty, erring human deserving of his suffering.  Thus in questioning Job’s wisdom, he asks, What knowest thou, that we know not? what understandest thou, which is not in us?
Eliphaz’s presumptuous pride is further seen in his next statement.  Verse 10:  With us are both the grayheaded and very aged men, much elder than thy father.  He claims to have the voice of experience on his side.  He is saying to Job, “We know more than you do” – intimating that all the fathers of the faith were of the same opinion as the comforters.  This was easily said, but not so easily proved.  One’s age does not always make him an authority.  It is regrettable how many older people living at this moment and standing on the threshold of eternity have never given definite consideration as to where they will spend eternity.  Regarding spiritual matters, they are as little children without understanding.  Well, if such should be your case, before it is too late turn to Jesus Christ.  Receive Him as the Savior and the Lord of your life.  Repent and turn to him, for the word of God declares (in Ezekiel 18:20), The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  Hear God’s word.  He means what He says.  Both Job and his comforters may be lacking in wisdom, but the Bible says in James 3:17, But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.  The wisdom of the word of God is true.

Now, looking at verses 11-13 of chapter 15, we read, Are the consolations of God small with thee? is there any secret thing with thee?  Why doth thine heart canrry thee away? and what do thy eyes wink at, That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy mouth?  Now I can understand why Job would not give attention to the words of his comforters, but there is no excuse for any of us to turn from the wisdom of God.  Maybe you are a Christian and God is trying to lead you into some path of usefulness.  You have been rebelling against His will.  Or, perhaps, you’re practicing some secret sin.  You are turning against God.  You are letting His words go out of your mouth.  Oh, Christian, get right before it is too late.

Well, Elipha continues his attack by saying Job’s attempt to justify himself was unreasonable.  What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he should be righteous?  What Eliphaz is saying here is true.  There are no perfect humans.  However, Job did not declare that he was perfect.  He admitted his sin and guilt.  On the other hand, he had been redeemed by faith.  He had trusted in the cleansing power of God.  He was a saved sinner.  Isaiah 64:6 declares, But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  You see, we are all marked by sin.  We are all condemned to eternal hell, but the moment we trust in the living Christ, our sins are blotted out and we are made clean.  Only God can do this, because only God can perform miracles.
Now, in verse 15, we see that even the works of Creation are contaminated by sin.  Eliphaz says, the heavens are not clean in his sight.  Well this is what Paul tells us in Romans 8:22, For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  All of Creation awaits the return of Christ when everything will be put in order and all will be made right.  

Now, in verse 16, Eliphaz says, How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?  As a thirsty man gulps down water to quench his thirst, so man loves sin and the pleasures of sin.  Without the restraining force of Jesus Christ within, he cannot possibly conquer sin.  

In verse 17, Eliphaz says, I will shew thee, hear me; and that which I have seen I will declare.  He is suggesting that he will show Job that which is worth hearing and not give so much unprofitable talk.  One thing we notice about Eliphaz is that he is always willing to condemn the other fellow, but never willing to face up to his own sin.  Well I hope you’ve done something with your sin, and I mean by that that you put it under the blood of Jesus Christ and you know you’re saved.  If you do not, trust Jesus right now for salvation.  He’ll never leave you.  He will never forsake you.
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