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        The Line Is Always Open
 
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
I have known people to say, “I was so disturbed, I just didn’t feel like praying.”  Well, friend, that’s the time when we need to pray.  I’m not saying we should pray only when we have a need.  God’s people should pray at all times.  The line is always open, but don’t neglect the Lord when your load of care weighs heavily on you.

We are in Job, the 17th chapter, where Job continues his reply to his three so-called comforters.  In verse one, he speaks as a dying man, saying, My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, my graves are ready for me.  This reminds me of Paul’s words, in 2 Timothy 4:6-8, For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.  Job was a sick man.  Paul was an old man.  Both expected death very soon.  Usually, when one is in either of these two conditions, death seems very near.  But we are all dying men and dying women.  One need not be sick or old.  That’s why it’s so very important to be ready to meet God at any time.

Now, not only was Job a dying man, he was an abused man.  Notice verse two.  Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye continue in their provocation?  Here were men pretending to be friends, yet they were insulting Job.  Was it not bad enough that he had to endure his calamity without the additional load of words that were mockery?  Job calls on God for help.  Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee; who is he that will strike hands with me?  This was a plea to the Almighty to attest Job’s innocence, since his friends only mocked him.  But keep in mind, Christ is our surety.  As we fully trust Him, even the devil and all of his angels cannot claim us.  We are forever delivered from the power of sin.  We are the Lord’s blood bought children.

Well, in verse four, Job reminds us that all wisdom comes from God.  The reason his comforters were in ignorance was because God had not revealed His wisdom to them.  They had not been willing to open their hearts to receive His wisdom.  Not only did Job’s friends lack wisdom from God, but they were guilty of plotting Job’s ruin.  Job says, in verse five, He that speaketh flattery to his friends, even the eyes of his children shall fail.  The flatterer is usually a liar.   Job was wise to the tricks of his vain comforters.  He knew that they were deceivers – hypocrites who would be happy to see him destroyed.  Well isn’t it marvelous to know that even should earthly friends forsake or betray us, Christ remains the same:  We can go to Him at any time with the assurance that He will not fail us.

In verse six, we read, He hath made me also a byword of the people; and aforetime I was as a tabret.  Job claims that he has been made a byword of the people – that he is a laughing stock, the talk of the countryside.  Probably the talk that was going around about Job was that he was a great sinner and this was the reason for all of his calamity.  The word tabret here expresses the act of spitting.  He says in himself that he was nothing more than one to be spat upon.  He was the object of ridicule and disgust – a reproach among men. 

Job was also a man of sorrows, as he says in verse seven, Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, and all my members are as a shadow.  He was nothing but skin and bones – probably the result not only of his disease, but of his anxiety.  Night and day he was given to weeping because of his suffering and sorrow.  He wept so much that he could hardly see.  He says, Mine eye also is dim.  

Job’s sorrow gave him some hope of sympathy, in verse eight:  Upright men shall be astonied at this, and the innocent shall stir up himself against the hypocrite; that is, men who have a hold on God will be moved by the sufferings of the innocent.  At the same time, they will not fall in line with the faulty reasoning of these three hypocrites that surround Job and seek to condemn him.  Righteous man will accept such sufferings from the hand of God as the providence of the Lord.  They will truly believe Romans 8:28.

Now, in verse nine, Job assures us that the righteous will not turn from the hand of the Lord in seasons of trial.  He says, The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger.  Now Job points out a very real truth here.  Rather than turn from the Lord in trial, true believers will be drawn closer to Him.  The ungodly will curse God for trial, but those who have a hold of the Lord (that is, “the upright men” which Job calls them), shall hold on his way, for they realize that the mercy of the Lord is with them that fear Him.  
We need to understand that God’s love for us is not a love that keeps us from trial, but it is a love that keeps us in trial.  When we are assailed by temptation or testings, and when we are afraid, Christ comes close beside us, and says, “I understand.  I had a temptation just like yours.  I know the dread you feel.  Be brave and strong and your fear will vanish, and you will be victorious.”  He can say that because he was tempted in every way that we can be, yet without sin.  That’s why we should go to the throne of grace immediately.  Do not turn from God in your trial, turn to God.  He will help you.  He will provide for you.  

Thus Job says in verse nine, The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger.

Next Job appeals to Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, suggesting that if they have anything worthwhile to say, they should say it now.  Verse ten:  But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I cannot find one wise man among you.  He implies that he has not heard anything wise from them yet.  

In the remaining verses of the chapter, Job sounds a note of discouragement.  He says, in verse 11, My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the thoughts of my heart.  It would seem that all of Job’s plans for the future were gone forever.  Like any father, he had fond ambitions for his children, but now even his children were gone.  I am sure all of us can understand something of Job’s plight, but surely you will agree that there is nothing better in life than God’s plan.  But Job, like most of us, had his own plans.  And when he plans were frustrated, he was disappointed and discouraged.  In speaking of his three comforters again, Job says (in verse 12), They changed the night into day, the light is short because of darkness.  By their reasonings, they were trying to offer encouragement – endeavoring to change the night into day.  But any light they might give was only temporary because the darkness of death was so near.  Job knew that he was near the grave.  He said, If I wait, the grave is mine house: I have made my bed in the darkness.  It seemed as though the darkness of death had already surrounded him.  He goes on to say, I have said to corruption, Thou art my father: to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister.   Here he describes the state of the grave as being but corruption and worms.  And then, verse 15, And where is now my hope? as for my hope, who shall see it?  At this point, Job does not answer his question regarding his hope – but he does in chapter 19, where we read his challenging words: For I know that my redeemer liveth.
Next he tells us that even this hope will go down into the grave with him.  They shall go down to the bars of the pit (verse 16), when our rest together is in the dust.  But in chapter 19, he assures us that both he and his hope will rise again.  The grave is not the end.  The body will be joined to the soul and the presence of the Lord; that is, it will if we know the Savior.   Job had hope, the hope of someday seeing his Savior and Lord – and I hope that you have that hope in your heart too.  You can have it (if you don’t) by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Trust Him right now.
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