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      The Plight of the Wicked
 
                     Dr. J. Allen Blair
Today we are turning our attention to Job, chapter 18.  Bildad is speaking again, and it appears that he is a very angry man.  Someone has said, “Getting mad will seldom get you anything else.”  Well, the Bible says, anger resteth in the bosom of fools.  Anger in the Bible is rarely seen in a good light.  

Bildad appears to be irritated not only because of Job, but because of the other two comforters.  Verse two is probably addressed to all three:  Eliphaz, Zophar, and Job.  How long will it be ere ye make an end of words? mark, and afterwards we will speak.  Bildad accuses them of endless talk, words without meaning.  Bildad was extremely bitter in his accusations of Job.  He says, in verse three, Wherefore are we counted as beasts, and reputed vile in your sight?  Job had called his friends mockers, but he didn’t call them beasts.  Doubtless, Bildad was very proud.  A proud man often misinterprets what’s said.  Thus we see Bildad trying to put evil words into Job’s mouth.  When one is proud, he is easily offended.  It is quite obvious that this was the case with Bildad.

Verse four is addressed particularly to Job, blaming him for his own suffering (as before).  But now, Bildad says that much of Job’s difficulty is the result of his anger.  Verse four: He teareth himself in his anger.  This argument is near “self-justification,” for if Job had been angry, I am sure he was no more so than Bildad.  

Next, Bildad asks Job two questions:  shall the earth be forsaken for thee? and shall the rock be removed out of his place?  In other words (as we have seen before in these studies), Bildad accused Job of being a sinner and having to suffer as a result of his sin.  Job had been begging God for deliverance from his anxiety, but Bildad reasoned that God has certain laws that cannot be overcome.  If a man is sinful, he must suffer.  Since Job was a sinful hypocrite, as Bildad has already claimed, then he must expect to suffer.  Can God change the laws of this earth because of one man? Will God remove mountains out of our paths for our convenience?  There are set and fixed laws of life.  Thus Bildad argues that Job cannot expect help from God.  
Well, beginning with verse five, Bildad gives a remarkable description of the horrible calamities that are to come upon the wicked when judgment falls upon the lawless and disobedient.  I do not think there is any other portion of the Bible more powerful and descriptive than this one.  But the sad feature is that Bildad is applying it to a man of God, rather than to those who have no regard for the Lord.  Let’s examine a few of these enlightening verses, for certainly they are most worthwhile.  In verse five, we read, Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine.  You have met people, I’m sure, who say, “Well I’m not perfect.  I know I have sin in my life, but I’m not all bad.  I do some good things, too.”  On the basis of these “good things,” they feel that they will merit heaven.  Not only verse five teaches the unreasonableness of such an argument.  There are many other verses in the Bible that say the same thing.  The light of the wicked shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine.
Further, we read, The light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and his candle shall be put out with him.  God says, in Matthew 8:12, that the wicked shall be cast into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Think of these words: cast out into outer darkness.  All the darkness of hell will be the lot of the ungodly, who will be forever separated from God in eternal torment.  Who could begin to fathom the awfulness of such a state?

Well, in verse seven, Bildad informs us that the steps of his strength shall be straitened.  He is speaking of the strongman who will be brought low because of his own rebellion against the way of the Lord.  Straitened, here, means that he is no longer able to move about in his own strength as he has done in the past.  Here is a healthy, virile man brought low by his own wickedness, his own counsel shall cast him down.  He has his own ideas.  He thinks he’s right, but he will soon find that his ideas are as nothing, because they have opposed the word of God.
Further, we are told that he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he walketh upon a snare.  In other words, the wicked man’s own plans will be the cause of his downfall.  The phrase, he walketh upon a snare, means that he lets himself be caught in a net – he makes no precaution; he is careless and indifferent to warnings.  You see, the wicked are not really happy.  We read, in verses nine and ten, The gin shall take him by the heel, and the robber shall prevail against him.  The snare is laid for him in the ground, and a trap for him in the way.  His sins are constantly bringing him into misery.  He thinks he can escape divine judgment, but how mistaken he is!  Then look at these words (verses 11 through 14):  Terrors shall make him afraid on every side, and shall drive him to his feet.  His strength shall be hunger-bitten, and destruction shall be ready at his side.  It shall devour the strength of his skin: even the firstborn of death shall devour his strength.  His confidence shall be rooted out of his tabernacle, and it shall bring him to the king of terrors.  Practically every phrase in these verses suggests fear and unrest for the heart and soul.  There are so many people like this today.  They know nothing of the peace of God, all because of their unconfessed sin.  They have not come to Christ and permitted Him to be their sin-bearer.  Well, I wish there were some way by which God would enable us to help everyone to see what they are missing by their refusal to receive Christ.  If only they could understand about His Marvelous peace.  Jesus said, in John 16:33, These things have I spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  In the world, ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  Tribulation?  Yes, we all have tribulation; but in Christ we have peace.  Do you know this blessed peace, dear friend?  Have you received it from Christ, the Son of God?  He wants to flood your heart with His peace.
Now, in verse 15, we read, It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because it is none of his: brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation. “It” refers to the terror reigning in the hearts of the wicked, described in the previous verse.  Terror is a characteristic mark of the wicked.  What a horrible situation.  Wherever he goes, even though he may travel hundreds of miles to “get away from it all,” he finds unrest as soon as he arrives.  He cannot escape the terror which reigns in his soul.  In Isaiah 57:20-21 we are told of this unhappy state: But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.  There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.  Further Bildad says, brimstone shall be scattered upon his habitation.  This suggests the continued judgment that rests upon the sinful man.  He can never produce good works pleasing to God because he is vile.  
Verse 16:  His roots shall be dried up beneath, and above shall his branch be cut off.  This is just the opposite from the saved man in Psalm 1.  In writing of the believer, David said, He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  The thought, above shall his branch be cut off, suggests his posterity.  Very often if a parent does not follow in the way of the Lord, neither will his children.  Thus the children likewise will suffer the judgment of God because they will continue in the wickedness of their parents.  For this reason, parents must set a godly example in the home.  It is needful that they know Christ and have a family altar, reading God’s word and praying each day for and with their children.

Verse 17 says, His remembrance shall perish from the earth, and he shall have no name in the street.  The unsaved man will have no name in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  And he shall be driven from light into darkness; and chased out of the world.  This is suggestive of Psalm 9:17, The wicked shall be turned into hell.  Then Bildad says, He shall neither have son nor nephew among his people, nor any remaining in his dwellings.  He’ll receive God’s continuing judgment on the posterity of the wicked because of sin.  They that come after him shall be astonied at his day, as they went before were affrighted.  This embodies all wicked men of every age and generation.  Those before, and those after, will meet the same end.  How terrible is the judgment of God.
Well, notice the summary of it all, the key to the whole chapter.  Verse 21: Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked, and this is the place of him that knoweth not God.  The word place could be translated “condition.”  This is the condition of him that knoweth not God.  Thinking of what we have seen in this chapter, what’s the condition of him that knoweth not God?  It is one of willful ignorance.  He does not desire to know.  He has no interest in seeking after God.  Thus he lives on, carelessly neglecting his many opportunities to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  I hope this isn’t true of you.  If you’ve never received the Lord into your life, do it right now, friend.  This will be the greatest step you will ever take in life: to receive Christ and be eternally saved.
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