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Sin Cannot Be Hidden
 
              Dr. J. Allen Blair
From the first several verses of chapter 20 of Job, Zophar tells us he just had to speak after what Job said.  Job’s speech was taken as a personal affront.  Like most of us, Zophar could not accept criticism.  Thus he retaliates with bitter and sharp words.

In verse four, Zophar emphasized the brevity of life for the wicked.  He says, Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed upon earth, That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment?  Surely you will agree that what Zophar said is absolutely true.  He argued that this philosophy has been known in every age, and indeed it has.   In fact, it still prevails.  God tells us that the wages of sin is death.  Whether the wicked rebel blatantly against the grace of God, or practice their evil under cover (posing as pious religionists), they soon perish.  For sin produces death.  

Zophar elaborates on the prosperity of the wicked, saying, Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach untothe clouds; Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: they which have seen him shall say, Where is he?  He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: yea, he shall be chased away as a vision of the night.  In the eyes of the world, the wicked go to the top (so to speak); but the problem is, the higher the sinner goes, the greater is the fall when he comes down.  In the Berkeley version, the word “pride” is used in place of excellency in verse six:  Though his pride may mount up to the heavens, yet he perishes forever.  Man need not reach the pinnacle of success in actual experience.  He needs only to reach it in his pride.  Whichever may be the case, he is guilty.  The inevitable fall must come.  Oh how delusive is the sin of pride!  A proud man is usually despised by those who know him.  Zophar says, He shall be chased away as a vision of the night.  A proud man is rarely acceptable among those with whom he lives and works.  He is a constant source of irritation and disturbance.

Now, in verse nine, we read, The eye also which saw him shall see him no more; neither shall his place any more behold him.  What a tragic picture this is of a man engrossed in himself, who has never learned to think of others, but has been so busy exalting himself that he has missed the best in life.  The apostle John said of Diotrephes that he loveth to have the preeminence among them.  Have you ever met a Diotrephes?  Maybe you are one yourself – you love to have the preeminence; you find it difficult to play second fiddle.  
In verse ten, Zophar describes a hypocrite, saying, His children shall seek to please the poor, and his hands shall restore their goods.  What a sad lot falls upon the children of the wicked man.  They must suffer the humiliation of making right the wrongs of the evil deeds of their father.  To please the poor, as used here, means that they will restore the property which their father stole.  Their wicked father oppressed the poor and used them as instruments to make himself rich.   The children try to save their name by making things right.  Well, let me say to you fathers, I hope when you die your children will not have to do that for you.  I trust that they will not find it necessary to salvage your name out of the dump heaps of sin.  Are you a real testimony to your children right now?  or are you a hindrance to their spiritual development?  Wicked practices of later life are frequently the result of uncontrolled lust.  In the years of youth, Zophar says, His bones are full of the sin of his youth, which shall lie down with him in the dust.  And then he says, Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth, though he hide it under his tongue; Though he spare it, and forsake it not; but keep it still within his mouth.   To keep it still within his mouth evidences his obstinacy.  He persists in living in sin.  Even though humble saints may have appealed to him to forsake his wicked ways, boldly he chooses the broad road that leads to destruction.  In John 3:19, we read of men who loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.   In businesss, they cheat and steal just to make another dollar.  They know it is wrong.  Time and time again, they have been warned by others; but to them, What’s the difference!
Look now at what Zophar has to say about the present misery of the unrepentant sinner.  Verses 14 and 15: Yet his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of asps within him.  His ill-gotten gains produce no joy – only misery and unhappiness.  He hath swallowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again: God shall cast them out of his belly.  This is not a pleasant picture, is it?  The wicked man loses his money as fast as he makes it.  At the same time, the more he makes, the more he loses.  As he feverishly toils night and day, his ill-gotten gains seem to produce only unhappiness.  He shall suck the poison of asps: the viper’s tongue shall slay him.  This speaks of trouble – never ending trouble.  It is a picture of the wicked man rebelling against God.  We are told in Proverbs 28:13, He that covereth his sins shall not prosper.  No matter what he does or how he does it, his sin cannot produce inner peace and satisfaction.
In verse 17, we read, He shall not see the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey and butter.  He is ever clamoring for that which satisfies, but he never finds it.  Then note, very often, his sin will catch up with him.  Verse 18: That which he laboured for shall he restore, and shall not swallow it down: according to his substance shall the restitution be, and he shall not rejoice therein.  Verse 19: Because he hath oppressed and hath forsaken the poor; because he hath violently taken away an house which he builded not.  Zophar is speaking about the oppressor who deceives and robs the innocent to fill his own pockets.  To the wicked, this looks like an easy way; but he finds that it is a most difficult way.  

Next Zophar says, Surely he shall not feel quietness in his belly, he shall not save of that which he desired.  There shall none of his meat be left; therefore shall no man look for his goods.  In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in straits: every hand of the wicked shall come upon him.  No matter which way he turns, the wicked man seems to fall into trouble.  He cannot win, no matter how hard he tries.  In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in straits.  Full, yet empty.  How true this is of the man who refuses to yield to the control of the Lord.

Having stressed the fact that the wicked man is never at rest – that even his so-called prosperity brings only misery – Zophar proceeds to show us now that the miserable life of the wicked will be climaxed by utter ruin.  When he is about to fill his belly, God shall cast the fury of his wrath upon him, and shall rain it upon him while he is eating.  In verse 22, we saw that the hand of the wicked shall come upon him; but the consequences are even worse in verse 23 where we are told that the fury of God’s wrath will be upon him.  It is bad enough to be at odds with men, but to be on the losing side with God is far worse.  But even this is not enough to humble some people.  He shall flee from the iron weapon, and the bow of steel shall strike him through.  It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; yea, the glittering sword cometh out of his gall: terrors are upon him.   There are some who are so steeped in unbelief that they still try to resist, but without success.  They are able to elude the traps set by their enemies, but they cannot escape the judgment of God.  God’s word assures us (in verse 26) that All darkness shall be hid in his secret places: a fire not blown shall consume him; it shall go ill with him that is left in his tabernacle.  The heaven shall reveal his iniquity: and the earth shall rise up against him.  What we do in the dark is clearly seen in the secret places of God.  The Bible is clear:  The day is coming when heaven shall reveal his iniquity.
Zophar says, further, that after the wicked man is gone, The increase of his house shall depart, and his goods shall flow away in the day of his wrath.  One commentator says, “Ill-got, ill-gone.”  That which he got easily but wickedly is taken from the members of his family as quickly as the wicked man got it.  Ill-gotten gains seldom bring permanence.

Well, Zophar summarizes the chapter by saying, This is the portion of a wicked man from God, and the heritage appointed unto him by God.  My friends, we have hope – but only in Jesus Christ.  We read, in Hebrews 6:19, Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast.  It’s in Christ, and if you have never taken Christ into your life, I urge you with all my heart to do it right now before it’s too late.  Receive the Lord.  He died for your sins and rose again.  He wants to be your Lord.  

Heavenly Father, use your Word in our hearts.  Wherein we are weak, make us strong.  For I trust in the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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