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God Is The Judge
 
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
In chapter 21, Job pleads with his friends to listen to him.   If, after they listen thoughtfully, if they still think he is guilty of their accusations, go ahead and mock; but at least (Job is saying) give me a fair hearing.

Job reminds his friends that they are not his judges.  As for me, is my complaint to man? he says, and if it were so, why should not my spirit be troubled?  If Job’s three friends were his judges, there would be little need of complaining – for they were quite unsympathetic.  But Job reminds them that God is his judge, and it is to Him he is appealing.  

Now, again, Job suggests that his comforters say no more, for their words seem to be of little avail.  Mark me, and be astonished, and lay your hand upon your mouth, he says. What they had to say resulted only in fear and distress, as far as Job was concerned.  Verse six:  Even when I remember I am afraid, and trembling taketh hold on my flesh.  Recalling what they had said thus far, it only disturbed Job rather than providing him needed comfort.  In verse seven, he says, Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?  Wicked people often live to a ripe old age.  Job informs us they are prosperous; rising to places of leadership; even their children may be prosperous.  Their seed is established in their sight with them, and their offspring before their eyes.  They have lovely homes in which to live, and they appear happy – seemingly escaping sorrow and suffering.  Job says, Their houses are safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon them.  Is it true that the rod of God is not upon them?  Yes . . . that is, not yet.  Presently, it is the age of grace; but the wicked will not escape retribution.  If they persist in wickedness and refuse to receive Christ, then they must suffer the consequences in eternal hell.

Further, Job says, Their bull gendereth, and faileth not; their cow calveth, and castethnot her calf.  This verse informs us that the mercy of God extends to dumb animals.  In spite of the wickedness of their owners, their cattle are cared for by God.  Then notice verses 11 and 12, where Job informs us that the wicked usually provide for sensual pleasures for their children, though there is no provision for worship.  They send forth their little ones like a flock, and their children dance.  They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ.  In speaking further of the wicked, Job says, They spend their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave.  Now the word wealth, as used here, means “prosperity.”  The latter phrase means that they die without the pain and agony of a lingering illness.  In other words, what Job is saying is that the wicked seem to die a much easier death than he anticipated.  Job tried to do what was right in God’s sight, but suffered untold agony.  Thus it is not necessarily because a man is wicked that he suffers, for many wicked people often escape suffering in this life.

Now Job continues by reminding us of the attitude of the wicked in spite of God’s grace.  Verses 14-15: Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways.  What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?   The wicked may not say this in so many words, but by their attitude and conduct, they express it.   Their hearts are hardened toward God.  

Job is quick to remind the wicked that their good is not in their hand: the counsel of the wicked is far from me.  Even though they prosper in their wickedness, Job wanted nothing of it.  He preferred to suffer with the assurance that he was right with God, rather than to be away from the Lord and in prosperity.  The fact must not be overlooked that the wicked do not always escape misery.  How oft is the candle of the wicked put out! And how oft cometh their destruction upon them! God distributeth sorrows in his anger.  They are as stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the storm carrieth away.  Even though they are prosperous, the wicked are of little help to others.  They are as stubble and chaff when it comes to being an aid to society.  They live for themselves and their own interests.  Because their evil habits and sinful ways are usually duplicated by their offspring, judgment likewise falls upon the children.  God layeth up his iniquity for his children: he rewardeth him, and he shall know it.  His eyes shall see his destruction, and he shall drink of the wrath of the Amighty.

In verse 21, Job asks, For what pleasure hath he in his house after him, when the number of his months is cut off in the midst?  Job is continuing his discourse, here, relative to the wicked.  Shall any teach God knowledge? he asks, seeing he judgeth those that are high.  We cannot question why the wicked are prospered.  God is sovereign.  It is not for us to say who should be punished and who should be spared.  
Now Job further reminds us that death is no respecter of persons.  One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease and quiet.  His breasts are full of milk, and his bones are moistened with marrow.  Here is a healthy, vigorous man who (to everyone’s amazement) is suddenly taken by death.  On the other hand, And another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never eateth with pleasure.   Here is one sick in in body (or possibly in mind) lingering day in and day out.  This does not appear altogether reasonable, but it is certainly descriptive of life as we know it.  They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover them.  No one whether healthy or sick shall escape death.  Then what?  For those who have trusted in Christ, they shall ever be with Him.  For those who have neglected or rejected Christ, there remains endless suffering in hell.  
Speaking directly to his three friends, Job says in verse 27, Behold, I know your thoughts, and the devices which ye wrongfully imagine against me.  They had condemned Job as a wicked man.  But he has pointed out to them that many wicked men do not suffer as he.  In fact, on the other hand, they are prosperous.  Thus his suffering does not prove that he has been wicked.  For ye say, Where is the house of the prince? And where are the dwelling places of the wicked?  The comforters have accused Job of being wicked because he had lost his property.  As was often the case, wicked men did suffer loss of property; but this was not necessarily a proof that Job was wicked.  In verses 29-30, we read, Have ye not asked them that go by the way? and do ye not know their tokens, That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath.  Who shall declare his way to his face? and who shall repay him what he hath done?  Few there are who will confront the wicked man regarding his sins.  Even many preachers say little about sin (so as not to offend any in the congregation).  But, someday when man stands before God (you may be sure) God will confront the wicked with his sins, for every sinner must give an account of his wickedness before God who judgeth righteously.  After death, often times the wicked is brought to the grave in great pomp and ceremony (as Job tells us in verse 32).  Yet shall he be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb.  The phrase remain in the tomb refers to a monument of some kind being placed on the tomb.  In other words, his wicked companions will make much ado about his death.  
Further Job says, in verse 33, The clods of the valley shall be sweet unto him, and every man shall draw after him, as there are innumerable before him.   They shall make the grave as attractive as possible.  The casket will be shrouded and surrounded with beautiful flowers with the hope that this might change the sad situation.  But all this human effort is meaningless in the eye of God -- for this man died with a wicked heart, having never been redeemed.  Is it not true that many in our day pass into eternity in this very same manner?
Well, Job concludes the chapter by saying (in verse 34), How then comfort ye me in vain, seeing in your answers there remaineth falsehood?  He tells his friends that their boasted consolations are contradicted by the facts.  They were wrong.  It is not only the wicked who suffer, the righteous suffer as well.  Job was not a wicked man, in spite of what others said.  Well, many of God’s people suffer.  But in our suffering, God is near to strengthen and help.  But without Christ, you have to bear your suffering alone.  Don’t live without Christ.  It’s a hard life.  I urge you right now to take Him into your life, if you never have.  You’ll never regret this step. 

Father God, I pray that many today who are without the Lord will turn to Him, and say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me.”  I ask this in His Name.  Amen.
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