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Talk Without Truth

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
Eliphaz is now ready with his third speech.  If you are at all familiar with what he has said thus far, doubtless you will agree that what he has said is (in the main) good.  The problem is, however, that he applies it all to Job; and that is a serious mistake.
We begin chapter 22 of Job with Eliphaz asking, Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself?  We do not help God.  He is sovereign.  He needs no help from us.  Any righteous acts we perform are valuable to ourselves, but they in no way provide benefits for God.  Now, in verse three, several additional questions are asked relative to this same thought.  Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to him, that thou makest thy ways perfect?  Of course, the answer to these questions is the same as first found in verse two.  The answer is no.  Now, in verse four, Eliphaz asks further, Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter with thee into judgment?  Does God chasten us because He’s afraid of us?  Of course not.  He chastens us because He loves us, and longs to help us.  He permits trials that we might give attention to His voice, and perform His will.
Now, up until this point, Bildad, Eliphaz, and Zophar generalized in their arguments against God’s servant.  Now, Eliphaz becomes quite pointed.  He accuses Job of specific crimes and misdemeanors.  He asks, in verse five, Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities infinite?  As far as the three friends are concerned, the answer to both of these questions is yes.  According to them, Job would not be in the condition he was if his wickedness were not great and his iniquities infinite.  The word infinite used here is the word for “endless.”  But Eliphaz is saying that regardless of any attempts Job might make to better his condition, it would be useless because his iniquities would result in continuous suffering.  Notice the first charge:  For thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked of their clothing.  He charges Job with oppression and injustice.  What he is saying is that Job not only failed to do good with his money, he did a great deal of harm.  Further, he accuses him of being thoughtless of the poor and needy.  Verse seven:  Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, and thou hast withhoden bread from the hungry.  In verse eight, Eliphaz says that Job catered to the wealthy and mighty:  But as for the mighty man, he had the earth; and the honourable man dwelt in it.  While bowing down to those in high positions (according to Eliphaz), Job sent the helpless away in their need and poverty.  Verse nine:  Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been broken.  Eliphaz assures Job that such action can only produce trouble.  Verse ten:  Therefore snares are round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee; Or darkness, that thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee.  According to Eliphaz, those guilty of treating their fellowmen in such cruel and harsh manner must suffer the punishment Job was enduring.  

Now notice what Eliphaz says in verse 12.  Is not God in the height of heaven? And behold the height of the stars, how high they are!  Yes, God is in the height of heaven.  No matter how high one may go, God is there.  Eliphaz accuses Job of attaching the wrong application to the scriptural teaching.  In verses 13-14, he says, And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud?  Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven.  According to Eliphaz, Job believed that God dwelt in the highest heaven; but since His dwelling place was so far from the earth, God was not aware of what was transpiring on the earth.  There does not seem to be a single instance in the Book of Job where such a philosophy is advanced on Job’s part.  But thoughtless and inconsiderate as Eliphaz was, he takes advantage of Job.  
Now next we find Eliphaz telling Job that God always judges sin.  Doubtless, Eliphaz had in mind Job’s argument that God often blesses and prospers the sinner in mercy.  Verses 15-16:  Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden? Which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown with a flood.  Judgment came to these evil men (according to Eliphaz) because of their wickedness.  They had said unto God, Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do for them?  These men were cut down before their time.  They were wiped off the face of the earth because of their sin.  Doubtless, Eliphaz had in mind those who lived in Noah’s day.  God’s judgment was severe because of their sin.  The Lord had appealed to these people through his servant, Noah, but they cried out, Depart from us.  They would have nothing to do with God’s message of grace.

Now, with sarcasm, Eliphaz continues by reiterating Job’s philosophy.  Yet he filled their houses with good things, but the counsel of the wicked is far from me.  Job had contended that because of his great mercy, God blesses the unjust as well as the just.  Eliphaz was quick in his attempt to repudiate Job’s claim of God’s grace.  Further, he said, The righteous see it, and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn.  In other words, Eliphaz would have us think that the righteous rejoiced in the judgment of the wicked.  With satisfaction in their hearts, they were glad when the wicked were taken away.  Such action is legitimate (Eliphaz would have us to believe).  It is to be expected.  Thus he says (in verse 20), Whereas our substance is not cut down, but the remnant of them the fire consumeth.  That is, God will preserve the righteous; but He will destroy the wicked.  
On the basis of his argument, Eliphaz appeals to Job to get right with God.  Notice the presumption of verse 21.  Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.  He is actually declaring here that Job does not know God.  “Get acquainted with God,” is Eliphaz’s appeal.  What pride!  What arrogance, to question another’s relationship with the Lord.  As one gets right with God, good shall come, Eliphaz says.  How utterly ridiculous this argument is.  

Now Eliphaz says, Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart.  This is worthwhile and timely advice for millions of unhappy, restless souls today.  Of course, no one can benefit from the word of God until he comes to know the Lord.  Without this relationship, the Word is a closed book.  Certainly Eliphaz has given us the rightful order here.

Next Eliphaz says, If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity far from they tabernacles.  Well, this is true.  Those who are right with the Lord will be conscious of any sin in their lives.  Only when one is following the Lord afar off will he persist in practicing sin.  

Next Eliphaz says, Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of O’phir as the stones of the brooks.  Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver.  The child of God who is in fellowship with the Lord is indeed a wealthy person, for he enjoys all of the spiritual blessings God has intended for him.  Thus Eliphaz says, in verse 26, For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God.  I don’t know of anything better in the whole wide world than to be in fellowship with the Lord.  For, as Eliphaz says in verse 27, Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows.  Many people pray, but their prayers do not go beyond the ceiling of their room simply because they are not right with God.

Now notice the blessedness of walking with God.  Verse 28:  Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy ways.  Does this mean that whatever you decree will come to pass?  Not necessarily.  When one is yielded to God, he will want only one thing:  the Lord’s Holy will.

Now consider these next two wonderful verses.  When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up; and he shall save the humble person.  No one can ever descend too low for God’s mercy.  He is always there, and He is always ready to save.  He shall deliver the island of the innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands.  The innocent are those who are no longer guilty before God.  They have had their sins forgiven.  They have been delivered from the bondage of a wicked life, as well as the wrath of God.
Well, have you been delivered?  If not, dear friend, God’s ready.  Right now.  Just ask Jesus to enter your life.  He will do that and save you for all eternity.  In His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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