(Tape No. 309)


Faith, Mighty Faith

          Dr. J. Allen Blair

What is ‘faith’?  Faith is the assent of the intellect and the consent of the heart.  Faith is not based on ignorance.  It is dependent on the facts of God’s holy Word.  But the facts must be appropriated by a heart made new through the power of God’s grace and mercy.

In the early days of immigration to the West, a traveler approached the banks of the mighty Mississippi.  There was no bridge.   How was he to get across?  It was early winter and the surface of the great river was sheeted with gleaming ice.  The man knew nothing of its thickness, and feared to trust himself to it.  He waited quite some time, trying to figure out a way to get to the other side.  But as night came on, he was getting desperate and had to take a chance.  With much fear and caution, slowly, he crept out on the ice on hands and knees – distributing his weight as much as possible.  Slowly and carefully, he had gone about half way across when he heard singing.  Behind him, a man came driving a four-horse load of coal across the ice, singing as he went.  Well here is a picture of how most believers trust God.  Some move slowly and gingerly, fearful of what the consequences might be; while others, with mighty faith, move forward assuredly, knowing that God has said that we are to walk by faith and not by sight.
We must keep in mind, however, it is not how much faith we have, but what kind of faith we have.  If it is genuine reliant faith that truly believes in the promises of God, wonderful things will be the result.  Genuine faith leads to faithfulness; not our faithfulness, but God’s.  When we put the two together (our faith and God’s faithfulness), we are in a position to move mountains.  Jesus said, in Matthew 17:20, If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place, and it shall be removed.  Now a grain of mustard seed is not very large, but it is real.  It is substance.  The writer to the Hebrews said, faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  
‘Faith’ differs from credulity because that on which faith relies is true to facts.  ‘Credulity’ believes in what is imagined, or that which is not true.  Faith differs from mere mental acquiescence.  Faith is a real heart reliance.  We are told, in Romans 10:17, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  The word of God is substantial.  It is tried and true.  Our faith does not depend on what we think, but on what God has said.  We know God never changes, and He has never failed His word.  So we have plenty of facts which leaves no room for a lack of faith.  Believers can reach out to a trusted Christ and rely wholly on the word of God.  This provides the answer as to how some people can enjoy the peace of God that passeth all understanding, and face their troubles with overcoming-fearlessness.  

Faith begins with full confidence in the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ at Calvary – realizing that He shed His precious blood to redeem us.  When we trust in Him faithfully as our eternal source of faithfulness, we should never have fears of any kind.  I think of that poor woman we read about in Mark (the 5th chapter) who had suffered an issue of blood for 12 years (in addition to other illnesses).  She spent all the money she had going from doctor to doctor, trying to get relief.  But rather than getting better, she got worse.  When she heard about Jesus, she tried to get to Him, but the best she could do because of the pressing crowd was to touch His clothing.  But that touch was an act of faith that brought healing to her body.  She was healed immediately.  How did Jesus respond to this?  He said to her, Daughter, your faith hath made you whole; go in peace.  Here, again, it was not this woman’s great faith that brought healing.  It was the faithfulness of our Lord who is always faithful to those who believe and follow Him.

Now some folks think you need tons and tons of faith before the great and mighty things promised in the Scriptures become a reality.  Little faith in a great God accomplishes marvelous things.  I like the answer the great evangelist, Billy Sunday, gave when somebody asked him, “What is faith?”  He said, “Faith puts the ball over the fence in the last half of the ninth inning, with three men on bases, and the batter the last man up.”  Well, that tells the whole story, doesn’t it?  

Maybe you’re a person who would like to be saved and you know it.  You have friends who tell you of this experience.  You’re trying hard to get saved – by the things you do or do not do.  Well, let me tell you God’s Way.  It is to reach out by simple faith, and say, “Lord, I know you died for me.  You paid the penalty for my sins, and You are willing to forgive me.  I now, by faith, receive Your great salvation.”  And then, from that moment, trust God every step of the way.  Become a man or woman of prayer, searching the Scriptures, while allowing God to work in your life.

Father, I thank You for what You have done for us, weak, poor, wretched sinners though we are.  We were clothed in filthy garments, but the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleansed us from all sin.  Thank You for making us new creatures through Christ.  Draw many more to Yourself today, I pray.  For I ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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