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Part 1: Are You In God’s Will?

Is your life being lived according to the will and plan of Almighty God?  Well, maybe your answer is, “I hope so, but I really don’t know.”  Well, my friend, if you are a Christian, you should know, and better still, you can know.  And better than that, God wants you to know.  So, please stay with us and listen carefully.  What is about to be said could change your life.

In the Gospel according to John, chapter one, verse 6, we read:  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  Now there are three words in this verse relative to John the Baptist to which I should like to direct your attention today:  sent from God.  John came as God’s messenger with an appointment to fulfill a specific, divinely ordained task.  He had a commission from God.  Likewise, we recognize the same to be true of others in the Bible, such as Moses, Jeremiah, Daniel and Paul.  I wonder if you have ever considered the fact that if you are a child of God, you are just as much sent from God as John the Baptist (or any other Biblical personage).  All who belong to Christ are in this world for some definite purpose.  God has a plan for each one of us.  No true believer is in this world without a mission.  

The way many Christians live gives clear-cut evidence that either they have not realized this important fact, or else they are not interested.  They look at Moses, John the Baptist and Paul as almost inhuman – special creatures sent from God to perform special missions.  Surely (they think) poor, frail humans such as we are not sent from God.  It is true that we have never seen the Lord in a burning bush, nor received our commission directly from His lips.  No angel came before our birth to announce what we were to be and to do in this world, nor have we had a revelation of the glory of God which has smitten us to the ground in blindness.   Yet, every born again believer is sent from God, and our work for Him is just as definitely planned for us as it was for Moses, John and Paul.  

Now a question all of us need to answer is this:  Am I doing what God wants me to do?  Now please give an honest answer to this question, for some day we must stand before the Lord Jesus Himself and give an account as to how we fulfilled the particular mission for which we have been called.  Usually there are several phases in the execution of this mission for which we have been sent.  First there is the preparation; then there is the actual performance of the task for which God has called us.  Both are part of the same, though the circumstances may differ.  God will lead us step-by-step if we are willing to be lead.  The Lord is always voiceless only to the earless soul.  God will reveal His will always to those who are willing to do it.  But how few actually want God’s will for their lives!  We pray and ask the Lord to guide us, and as soon as we rise from our knees, we grab the steering wheel and head off in our own direction.  We do what we want to do, and call it ‘the will of God.’  I heard Vance Habner say one time (while he was living), “Most of us just want the Lord to sign on our dotted line.”

In James 4:14-15 we read: Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow.  For what is your life?  It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live and do this, or that.  James reminds us of two things: (1) the brevity of life; and (2) the importance of using what time we have on this earth to walk in the paths of God’s choice.  In every thing we should say, “If the Lord will . . .”  Why is this so important?  Because in the will of God, there is no such thing as failure; out of the will of God, there is no such thing as success.

For many of us, much of life is spent going around in circles instead of onward and forward toward the spiritual heights wherein God would have us dwell, simply because we choose to follow the flesh rather than the Holy Spirit.  In Ephesians 5:17, God calls each of us to our spiritual senses as He pleads, Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.  Don’t make a decision (don’t make any kind of a move), until you have complete understanding of what the will of the Lord is for your life.  Recall how Moses went up into the mount alone with God for forty days.  During that time of waiting on the Lord, he received a pattern.  Then he came down from the mount with his pattern and built the tabernacle in God’s way, according to God’s specifications.  There was no waste of time, materials, energy or personnel, simply because God’s servant knew the secret of waiting before acting.

What God did for Moses he will do for you and for me, if we will but take the time to wait upon Him.  He will not leave us in the dark.  He has promised to guide us, but only if we will listen for His voice.  We read in Psalm 32:8, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go:  I will guide thee with mine eye.  You see, God longs to lead us and guide us in the way of blessing.  All He asks of us is that we shall permit Him to do it.  

Doubtless the reason so many believers are frustrated in our day is that they are trying to move in a direction other than that of the purpose of God for their lives.  Many a Christian life has started out in a blaze of glory, but ended up in disgrace as far as the will of God is concerned.  God wants us to have the very best.  Most of us are willing to settle for ‘the husks that the swine ate’ simply because we are motivated by the desires of the flesh rather than the love and mercy of God.

Well, friend, what about you?  Are you living according to God’s plan for your life?  If you are not, I urge you to get on track before it is too late, because you don’t know the fullness of the blessing of God (and you won’t know until Jesus has control of your life).  And, if you have never received Him as your Savior and Lord, right now is the time to do it.  Just bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to turn from my sinful ways, and I turn to you, and trust you as my Redeemer and my Lord.  I believe you died for my sins, and I wholly turn my life over to you.”  Do it, dear friend.  You’ll never be sorry.

Now, our heavenly Father, may decisions be made for you today.  Lord, we pray that you’ll move upon hearts; that You may be Lord of our lives, that we may not run our own lives, but that we may be wholly committed to Your control.  For we know that’s where the blessing is.  I pray these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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