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The way we fail to trust the Lord in our difficult situations would suggest that maybe we feel our God is not altogether dependable.  Possibly, He is limited, so He can help us with some things but not all things.  Is this true?  Not on your life.

In Psalm 3, we see David facing an hour of extreme trial.  The Psalm seems to divide itself easily into four parts, composed of 2 verses each.  First, we see the Conflict; then the Conqueror, thirdly, the Confidence; and finally, the Confession.  

Notice first the Conflict.  David cried, Lord, how are they increased that trouble me! Many are they that rise up against me.  If you will read 2 Samuel 15, you will note that there is a strong conspiracy against David.  His cruel and wicked son, Absalom, has determined not only to take David’s crown, but his life.  David fled to the Mount of Olives with distressing grief.  There, he was extremely sorrowful, not simply because his life was endangered, but because his own son – his own flesh and blood – had turned against him.

But in the hour of greatest and deepest need, God often reveals His glory and power in a fresh way.  Because David had trusted God implicitly, as the result of this great trial in his life, he came to know the Lord in a way as never before.  In verse 2 David declares, Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God.  This was an accusation made by his enemies and, certainly, they had good reason to say this.  For David had committed wickedness with Bathsheba.  His enemies capitalized upon this and said, “He has committed sin.  Thus, God will have nothing to do with him.”  But how wrong the enemies were.  We may forsake God, but He never forsakes us.

Now notice verses 3 & 4 where David speaks of the Conqueror.  But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.  I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of His holy hill.  The word shield used here signifies more than protection in the front of one.  It means a buckler round about him – a covering surrounding him entirely.  David realized this.  That is why he said, Thou, O Lord, art a shield for me.  When we wear the shield of God, He wards off the fiery darts of Satan from beneath and the storms of trial from above, while at the same time giving quiet peace to the tempests within us.  David could say thou art my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.  Though one may hang his head in sorrow and shame because of sin, there is forgiveness with God.  He will lift up the head again.

The same is also true in times of deepest distress.  Though sorrowful, remember, there is always a way with the Lord.  David wrote in Psalm 30:5, Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.  Here is defense for the defenseless, glory for the despised, and comfort for the comfortless.  The Lord was David’s Conqueror.  He declares that He heard me out of his holy hill.  What marvelous assurance.   No matter how deep into the valley of darkness we may go, He will hear.  We need not fear a frowning world, we rejoice in a prayer-hearing God.

Coming to verses 5 & 6 we see our Confidence.  God was doing something in the heart of David.  In verse 1, God’s servant was fearful and disturbed.  But in verse 6, uncertainty is removed from his heart for he says, I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about.  What a marvelous thing this is when surrounded by the enemy, to not be afraid.  In this world of ours, there are millions of people who are fearful in heart; they fear the future, they fear the present.  Little do they realize that it is God only who can remove all fears so that we can say with David, I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me.  You cannot rest when your heart is fearful.  But God giveth His beloved sleep because their trust is in Him.  He routes fear out of the heart, giving peace instead.

In conclusion, look at David’s Confession, verses 7 & 8.  Arise, O Lord; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheekbone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.  Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: thy blessing is upon thy people.  Here David confesses that his hope is in God and in God only.  But more than that, he speaks of his calamity of being in the past, even though it seemingly was in the future.  He says, Thou has smitten all mine enemies; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.  What a remarkable way to face trouble, realizing that the answer is already in God.  David was confident that his Lord would not fail him.  He would supply.

If you know Jesus Christ, you have this same wonderful assurance.  The Lord will undertake for you.  There is no need to worry and fret.  Why not make this same confession David made in the midst of your trouble?  Say to the Lord with praise, Thou hast vanished my problem, Lord.  Thou hast destroyed my calamities.  

David says further, Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: thy blessing is upon thy people.  The word salvation is really deliverance.  God delivers His people from their adversities.  The question is, who are His people?  Some would like to think the church group; others would like to think the good folks.  But the Bible teaches that His people are those who have come to God through trusting in His Son, Jesus Christ.  

Have you definitely taken Christ into your life so that you can say of the Lord, He is my Lord?  That is what David could say.  To you, it may be that Christ is merely the Lord.  Let Him become your Lord.  Call upon Him and invite Him into your life.  Why be lost when Christ died and rose again that you might be saved?

Some years ago when the Squalus crew realized that they had taken their last dive and that they were lying helpless at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, two hundred-forty feet below the service, they sent up smoke flares and a buoy.  Would one of the sister ships find them and if so, could they be rescued?  Their help must come from above.  In agonizing silence they waited.  Within an hour after that fatal dive, the submarine, Sculpin, set out in search.  In a few hours the red smudge was found in the buoy.  But twenty-four hours passed before actual rescue work could be started.  A giant 10-ton diving bell dipped and rose again and again, each time taking several men alive from those awful depths until all thirty-three men who were alive in the submarine had been rescued.  When that huge diving bell came for the Squalus as crew, not one sailor refused to be rescued, but all gladly entered the way to safety.  Christ is your way to safety and to eternal life.  Will you enter the door of salvation through Christ?  Ask Him to become your Savior and Lord.  Right now trust Him, God will meet you.
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