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Ruined By Drugs

          Dr. J. Allen Blair

Millions of lives are being destroyed by drugs these days.  The drug culture is one of the worst evils to beguile our civilization.  Well, what can we do about it?  Is there no hope?  Definitely there is hope, for with Jesus Christ there is always hope. 

Those in our vicinity of North Carolina might recall the report which was issued several years ago about the 23 year-old girl who was found dead in a closed car in Greensville, North Carolina.  The death was ruled a suicide.  An attachment to the car’s exhaust had sent carbon monoxide fumes from the running motor into the vehicle.  A product of the modern drug culture, the girl died a drug addict.  Beside her was found this sorrowful rewording of the beloved 23rd Psalm.

King Heroin is my shepherd I shall always want.  He maketh me to lie down in the gutters.  He leadeth me beside troubled waters.  He destroyeth my soul.  He leadeth me in the paths of wickedness.  Yea, I shall walk through the valley of poverty and will fear no evil, for thou heroin are with me:  the needle and capsule comfort me.  Thou strippest the table of groceries in the presence of my family.  Thou robbest my head of reason.  My cup of sorrow runneth over.  Surely heroin addiction shall stalk me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the damned forever.

Also this message was found in the car:  “Jail didn’t cure me, nor did hospitalization help for long.  The doctor told my family it would have been better, and indeed kinder, if the person who got me hooked on dope had taken a gun and blown out my brains.  And I wish to God he had.  My God, how I wish it.”  Here is a tragic ending to a young life that was misled and deceived by the satanical abomination of drugs.  You can multiply this incident by the tens of thousands and only begin to realize some of the misery in the world today as the result of drugs.

Here is something worthwhile.  Dr. Hardin B. Jones of the University of California has written a booklet entitled “What Everyone Should Know About The Drug Problem.”  In it he states that social pressures among the young to use dangerous drugs are widespread, and unless the trend is reversed, as much as half of this generation may acquire crippling drug addiction.”  My, that’s sad, isn’t it?  In the past, our culture rejected drug addiction as improper and foreign to our way of life.  The drug addict was an unpopular outlaw.  But the current sweep of revolutionary forces includes one aspect of the rebellion:  pressure to use drugs of all kinds, and a specific drive to liberalize restrictive laws – including the legalization of the use of marijuana.

Of course the real danger of drugs is not only that which affects the user, but all of society must share the consequences.  One of the pitiful facts associated with the use of hard drugs is the cost of the habit.  The addict must come up with plenty of money to support his habit.  This is the only way he can keep it going.  The physical and psychological demand for drugs is so overpowering that to secure the needed funds the male user generally becomes a thief, while the girl addict is almost invariably driven to prostitution.  Worse yet, addicts often become drug pushers, thus dragging others into their living hell.  All the blame cannot be placed on our young people for this regretful situation.  For years, parents have been regular users of two of the most devastating drugs known to mankind:  alcohol and nicotine.  Smokers who are on tobacco are just as much hooked (or, more so) than those smoking marijuana.  The damage to the body caused by the nicotine and tar that is taken in while smoking is scientifically established.  How tragic that numberless thousands continue to smoke and refuse to accept the truth.  As for alcohol, though not everyone who drinks becomes an alcoholic, yet millions do.  Those who are trapped by it are every bit as pathetic as those trapped by hard drugs.  And they have an early death to look forward to.  In addition, those who cannot be called alcoholics are causing great damage to our society – damage on a scale much larger than that caused by drugs which currently are given priority attention by mass media.  On the highways alone, many thousands of people are killed each year as an outcome of the abuse of alcohol, with a cost in property damage amounting to billions of dollars.  Oh, dear friends, listen to what I am saying.  

Now I am not here to suggest that we forget other drugs and concentrate on alcohol and tobacco.  That would be a sorrowful mistake.  We must not only stand against several sins, but instead of condemning young people and thinking they are the only ones who abuse drugs, parents must face up to their problems as well.  

If a person professes to be a believer in Jesus Christ, he should realize that under all circumstances and at all times his body is the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, he is not his own, for he has been purchased with a price: the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  He should do nothing to harm his body, or take nothing into his body that will be harmful, because the body belongs to God.

God says, in Numbers 32:23, Be sure, your sin will find you out.  Well it always does.  When you disobey the principles of God and sin, you pay a price.  It may find you out with cancer of the throat or lungs.  It may find you out with sclerosis of the liver.  It may find you out with brain damage.  But be sure, you sin will find you out.

Now, what’s the answer to all of this?  Christ is the answer.  He can provide the cure.  It begins with a heart transformation when one trusts in Him for salvation.  I urge you to think about this.  Your case, whatever it may be, is not too far gone.  Even though it may be far gone, Christ invites you to come to Him.  He declares, Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Will you turn to Jesus Christ right now for the rest He promises?  If you know Him, let Him be the Lord of your life.  Let Him control your life.  He can give you victory over any habit, as well as give you grace to overcome any temptation.  God is able.  Trust Him for all things.

Dear God, there are no limits to Your power.  We thank You for Your grace and love.  We thank You that You are concerned about all of us.  Help us to trust You without reservation.  Remind us of our human weaknesses as we consider Your infinite strength.  I pray this in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Wonderful Savior.  Amen.
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