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Mothers for God

          Dr. J. Allen Blair

God loves children.  For this reason, mothers should love them too.  You can best show your love by leading your children to the Lord early in life, and then training them in the principles and truths of the word of God.  They may forget many things, but (I’ll tell you) they’ll never forget this training.

In this day when thousands of babies are being slaughtered rather than being born naturally, it would seem that motherhood is a curse rather than an opportunity to glorify God.  How tragic that so many overlook the privilege that God has made possible for womanhood to bring forth children and to train them for God.  Many years ago, Napoleon was asked, “What is the great need in France?”  His quick reply was brief but thoughtful, “Good mothers.”  Can we not agree that this is one of the greatest needs of our day?  Now, who is a ‘good’ mother?  There can be no question about it.  A good mother is one who bears a good influence.  To bear a good influence it is important that she knows Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  No mother, regardless of well-meaning she may be, can perform her responsibilities adequately without Jesus as her Lord.  Any right-thinking mother will admit her sinfulness.  Without hesitation, she will confess that (like anyone else) she has sinned, and come far short of the glory of God.  This is why she needs Christ: that her sins might be forgiven, and that she might become a possessor of everlasting life.  If she is going to be a good pattern for her children, Christ must be her pattern.  Now I am sure many of you listening to my voice would agree that you came to Christ because of either the direct or indirect influence of a mother who loved Christ.  It may be that for years you spurned her counsel, you disregarded her advice; but ultimately the Holy Spirit used this influence to draw you to the Savior.  There’s an old Spanish proverb which reads, “An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy.”  A good mother can do more for her children in a spiritual way than any clergyman could ever hope to do.

Dr. R. A. Torrey was approached one time by a woman who said, “Dr. Torrey, God has called me to preach.”  “Oh, is that so?” replied Torrey.  And then he added, “Are you married?”  Yes.  “Do you have a family?”  “I certainly do.  I have eight children.  I have a fine family.”  “Great,” said Dr. Torrey, “God has not only called you to preach, but He has given you the congregation to which you should preach.”  Well, let me say to mothers who are listening to me today, if you have children, God has placed you on a mission field.  You are a missionary to do business with the Lord.  You are called to lead and direct your children in the way of the Lord.  This is not always an easy task these days.  The temptations that confront our children are getting stronger and more subtle as the days pass.  This is why it is so important that you as a mother begin your task early.  Bring your child up in the nurture and admonition of the LORD from the very start.  Don’t let precious time slip through your hands, for yours is a tremendous responsibility.  

The apostle Paul wrote of young Timothy (in 2 Timothy 3:15) that from a child thou has known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  How did Timothy come to know the Scriptures?  From his childhood through his godly mother, Eunice.  And how did Eunice come into her relationship with God?  Through her mother, Lois.  Here were two mothers, Lois and Eunice, who recognized the importance of starting early to train their children in the things of God.  And in both cases, the dividends for this practice far exceeded their expectations.  Proverbs 22:6 is so meaningful:  Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  This is a marvelous promise from God.  Even though as a child grows older he may stray into the paths of sin, this verse assures me that he will never be able to escape the godly influence he experienced in the home.  Even if he were to run to the ends of the earth, it would be impossible for him to blot the truth out of his mind.  

Time invested in the training of your children for God will never go without its rewards.  Now it may appear, on occasion, as though your faithfulness is being wasted, but not so.  God isn’t finished yet.  And the mark you make on your child’s life for Christ will never be erased.  Thus I say to you mothers who know the Lord, be faithful.  Don’t give up.  God loves you and He loves your children.  You do your part.  That’s all God expects of you.  And remember your part is to let Christ control you in your home so that you will bear a godly testimony and sow the seed of the word of God in the hearts of your children in the early years.  And God will do the rest.  He says, in Isaiah 55:11, So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  The Lord will honor His word, for this is His promise.  Now, of course, most of us expect things to happen right now.  But remember God works in the light of eternity, not necessarily by minutes or hours or days.  I recall the mother who has since gone on to be with the Lord, but she wrote in her diary, “The sculptor spends hours in shaping the features of the face.  The painter labors to give color to the hair or expression to the face.  Their work is to stand for ages to come; but as I as a mother am shaping a substance more perishable than canvas or marble, I can afford to be patient and wait long for the results.  I have all eternity in which to watch developments.”  Those last two sentences should be kept in mind (and I repeat):  “I can afford to be patient and wait long for results.  I have all eternity in which to watch developments.”  So don’t be discouraged, mother.  If you have been faithful in fulfilling your responsibility, this will not be overlooked by God.  In His own time, the desired results will be produced by Him.  

Maybe your son or daughter is out of your reach now; that is, “physically.” They are never out of your reach spiritually, for you have access to the throne of grace, and God declares in Matthew 21:22, And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.  Don’t give up.  Pray much.  God will hear you.  Believe the word of God.  Pray as did the wife of General Booth (of the Salvation Army), when she prayed for her family.  It is reputed that she would say, “O God, I will not stand before You without my children.”  Is there anything wrong with this kind of praying?  Absolutely not.  Jesus declared, in Luke 11:9, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall  find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.  God is even more desirous than you that your son or daughter enter into fellowship with Him.  So when you pray with earnestness and sincerity, you can expect God to work.  But in closing, let me just say, make sure that you know the Lord yourself.  If you do not, there is no better time than right now to take Him into your life, that you might be the kind of mother to honor God and be a blessing to your children.  

Father, I pray for mothers listening today.  Some are brokenhearted. Some are disappointed.  Grant your comfort.  And for the loved ones who have strayed from the truth, bring them back, I pray.  For mothers who need you, may they recognize their need and turn to Christ right now.  For I ask in His blessed Name.  Amen.
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