He Can Lift Your Burdens          July 3, 2006

Do you have a burden that is weighing heavily on you today?  Well, you are not alone.  There are many other folks just like you.  But let me tell you something.  There is Someone who can help you.  No matter who you are, He knows you and He wants to help with your burden.  I hope you will let Him do it.

I have several favorite characters in the Old Testament as well as the New.  One of my Old Testaments favorites is a gentleman by the name of Job.  You can read all about Him in the book by the same title.  It is located just about in the middle of the Bible.  I was so fascinated by this book, several years ago, that I wrote a book of almost four hundred pages on the forty-two interesting chapters of Job.  Of course, the Lord Himself is the principle character, but Job would be next in line with his three so-called comforters: Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.  These three men have been called Job’s comforters.  I think of them rather as Job’s agitators, for they certainly offered little comfort.  Actually, they were self-righteous phonies who carelessly poured their thoughts and unreasonable criticisms on Job.

My purpose today is to take just one verse from the book, which in my thinking describes the kind of believer Job was.  In Job 13:15 he said, “Though He slay me, (that is, though God slay me), yet will I trust in Him: but I will maintain mine own ways before Him.  Of course, Job knew that God would not slay him, but what he was actually saying was, “No matter what comes into my life, I shall continue to trust the Lord, and I shall always be careful for the manner in which I live for the Lord.”  That seems to tell the whole story, doesn’t it?  Job was a godly man and he knew how to obey God.  This verse comes to my mind many times during the day.  It challenges me to trust God no matter what, because He never forsakes His own.  That is a wonderful thing to know.  God is the Good Shepherd who is always ahead of His sheep.  We don’t have to worry about tomorrow because He is already there.  We know all about yesterday, but God knows all about tomorrow. In fact, He arranges my tomorrow and your tomorrow if we let Him.  Now this is something you cannot do.  You would like to have that ability, but only God has it.  That is why we need to trust Him.  And if we do, we shall be alleviated of much of the care of life.  We need to realize that is we have received Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord; God is with us at all times.

Now I don’t know where some believers think God is.  I have heard them pray something like this.  “Father, God, as we enter your presence,” and then they proceed with their petitions.  Enter His presence!  He has told us that He will never leave us or forsake us.  He is with us twenty-four hours a day.  Do you find it hard to trust someone who gives that much attention to you?  If so, you need some help, my friend.  He says, “I will never leave you.”  Never?  From the very moment you claim Christ as your Savior and repent of your sins, He abides with you through all kinds of difficulties and problems.  The Holy Spirit is within and He leads you and guides you until you meet the Savior face to face in heaven.  So at any time in any place you can call on Him with the absolute assurance that He hears you and He will answer you according to His blessed will.  Thus, when Job said, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him,” he was doing it the right way.  Job trusted the Lord at all times, and some of those times in his life were just about unbearable.  But He continued to trust.  Do you?  Do I?  If we are wise we do.  Only the foolish do not.

Now there is another marvelous promise found in 1 Samuel 12:22 that has meant much to me for many years.  Here it is.  “For the Lord will not forsake His people for His great name’s sake: because it hath pleased the Lord to make you His people.”  There are two thoughts here.  If we have definitely invited Christ to come into our life, we have become members in that happy band of followers known as His people.  And because we are His people, He gives His word that He will never forsake us.  And yet, there are times when we think God is miles and miles away, and all the time He is right where we are.  You can talk to Him as a friend and trust Him with confidence, because, as He said, you as one of His people will never be forsaken.  Now I know it seems like we are forsaken at times.  We wonder why God doesn’t do something and do it now.  Well, He is doing something.  We don’t know it but He is already working on the case.  In fact, He has been working on it for a long, long time, even before we found out about it.  You see, that is the kind of God you and I worship.  He makes it possible for us to say, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.  I know my God will take care of it.”  To us, the whole transaction is like a giant puzzle.  The pieces are all mixed up.  Some of us have helped mix them up.  God is putting them all back together.  In the meantime, God gives us that heavenly promise found in Romans 8:28.  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”

Dr. R.A. Torrey spoke of this verse as a soft pillow for a tired heart.  This passage is a challenge as well as a tonic to our faith.  We cannot always trace the reasons for our difficulties, but we can always trust God in them, knowing that He is making every circumstance work together for good.  We don’t understand many things but we shall.  Your job is to keep trusting.  No matter what storm clouds or sunshine bring, keep trusting.  God remains faithful.  With Him there is always a way.  Now, there is a problem here.

All I have said may not mean a thing to some of you listening to me, because you have never definitely invited Christ to become your Savior and Lord.  You don’t have to take an examination to do this.  You don’t even have to know a lot about the Bible.  You don’t have to join the church.  You don’t have to be baptized.  What you need to do right now is say, “Lord Jesus, I know my life has not been pleasing to you.  I realize I have committed sin. But I am sorry.  I want to receive Jesus Christ your beloved Son as my Savior and Lord.  To the best of my ability, I will follow Him and do what He wants me to do.  Well, that is it.  And God will hear you.  Then get in a good church.  Read your Bible every day. Take time to pray.  Commit your needs to the Lord and you will find Him to be a wonderful friend.  Now, if you have been running with bad company, find some Christian friends and line up with them.  Get involved in doing good things for the Lord.  You will find this kind of life to be the best you have ever known.  In the meantime write to me.  Tell me about your experience.  I would love to hear from you so I can pray for you.
