The Importance of the Blood      July 5, 2006    

Some of us have given a blood for a dying friend or loved one.  But when Christ was crucified on the cross, He gave every drop of His blood as a sacrifice for your sin and mine, and everyone else who has been born into this world.  The Bible says in Ephesians 1:7, “(In Christ) in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”

A minister made the statement one time in his church that the blood that the blood of Jesus Christ was far more valuable in His veins than it was when shed on the cross.  Well, obviously, he did not spend much time in the Bible, for if he had read it and studied it carefully, he would have seen that there is a red cord of redemption running from Genesis to Revelation.  We are told in Hebrews 9:22, “Without shedding of blood is no remission.”  The blood is mentioned in Scripture over four hundred times.  There is probably no theme more evident in the entire Bible from the closing of the gates of Eden to the opening of the doors of the heavenly Jerusalem.  The blood is kept in plain view throughout the Word of God. 

Now, why is the blood so important?  For the reason that the Bible says it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul.  In Leviticus 17:11, the Bible speaks of the blood either symbolically or directly in relationship to Christ, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.  The value of Christ’s blood corresponds to the life that is in it, the life of God, which was poured out for our sins.  As the result of Christ’s supreme sacrifice, God only remembers the sin of those who do not remember the blood of Jesus Christ.  It is not enough that the blood was shed, however.  It must be appropriated by placing faith in Jesus Christ.  The very moment one trusts in Christ and His blood offering for all sin, our sins are forgiven and God will remember them no more.

Some time ago, a blood specimen was taken from an African native named Asibi, and it protected millions of people all over the world from yellow fever.  The specimen was taken in 1927 at the Rockefeller Foundation yellow fever laboratory at Lagos, West Africa.  It was reported that the yellow fever vaccine derived from the original strain of virus obtained from this humble native has given immunity to millions of people in many countries.

We read in the Bible that God has made of one blood all nations of men and when Adam, the federal head of our race, sinned, the blood stream of humanity became defiled.  Isaiah the prophet stated, “We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags…and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away (Isaiah 64:6).  But as God tells us in Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”  Now, please note that the one who said the life of the flesh is in the blood” also said, “I have given to you upon the altar.”  Jesus Christ gave His precious blood upon Calvary’s altar, known to us as the cross, to make atonement for our souls.  Where the sin of man abounded, the grace of God abounded much more.  The precious blood of Jesus Christ has protected an unnumbered from the doom of their sin.  To be saved from yellow fever, one needs to receive an application of the blood from Asibi.  But to be saved from eternal death, one needs the application of the blood of Jesus Christ.  

What can wash away my sin?

  

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

What can make me whole again?

  

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh, precious is the flow,

That makes me white as snow.

No other fount I know, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Well, that is true, my dear friend.  There is no salvation apart from the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Human blood will never satisfy God.  Only the pure sinless blood of the Son of God is sufficient.  That’s why Jesus died on the cross and shed His blood, because our Heavenly Father knew that without Christ you and I would have a hopeless existence.  Well, I am glad that anyone who acknowledges Jesus Christ and the fact that He shed His blood for our sins on the cross can be saved.  It matters not how deep one has gone into sin.  “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.

Some years ago, the door was closed in Columbia, South America to Christians.  No one was to enter Columbia for religious purposes.  Hundreds of people were being persecuted in Columbia.  About that time, I was invited to go as a teacher to conduct a Bible Conference for a week, behind locked doors, which I did.  Though I had a passport, the guards at the gate of entry did not readily receive me.  Being an American citizen, they looked upon me with disdain.  But by the grace of God and prayer, I was able to enter Columbia and conduct the conference on schedule.  But one of these days I will have a glorious entry into heaven.  God’s people will welcome me.  There will be no delay or no need of a passport because, years ago, I trusted in the shed blood of Jesus Christ who died on the cross for me.  His blood will make it possible for my entry into heaven.

I hope you have made definite plans for this same kind of entrance into the presence of God.  Remember, there is only one way according to God’s Word.  Acts 4:12 says, “Neither is their salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  Jesus Christ who shed His blood on the cross is the only way.  It is not the good life that you have lived or the fact that you have done the best you could, it is Jesus Christ.  Now you might wonder when you can make definite plans.  The answer is, right now.  The door is open and God is ready.  Go to the Lord, tell Him you are very sorry for your sins and you want to be saved, and God will do the rest.  You will become a new creation.  Live as a new creation as you make known the name of Jesus Christ.

