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Do you take time to read God’s Word, the Bible, everyday?  If you do, you will agree with everything I shall be saying in the next few minutes.  But if you don’t read the Bible on a regular basis, what I propose to say may sound foreign to you.  Well, it need not stay that way because you can do something about it, and I hope you will.

There are many lessons to be learned about Christ’s temptation at the beginning of his ministry.  Probably, one of the most important ones is the fact of our Lord’s unequaled power.  Satan is crafty and wise, but he is never a match for the Son of God.  All of us have experienced defeat at the hands of our enemy scores of times, but Jesus Christ has never known defeat by Satan.  What does this tell us?  We should depend on Christ wholly and not ourselves.  Human strength alone can never deter the wicked one.  He must be confronted in the power of Jesus Christ.  Now there are several things that can help us to depend on Christ completely.  One of the foremost was made clear during Christ’s temptation, when he declared that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  Those who would resist the tempter need to be strong in the Word of God.  Only as we get a hold on God’s Word and allow it to get a hold on us, will we be able to resist the Devil effectively.  Jesus faced Satan with the Word of God and we must do the same thing.  There is power in God’s Word.  Hebrews 4:12 assures us that “the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword.”

For many years, I have admired Jerome Hines, not only for his operatic ability but his Christian testimony.  One time he was being interviewed.  The question was, “How did you come to know Christ?”  His answer was, “I wanted to prepare an operetta on the life of Christ.  I realized to do this I needed to see what the Bible had to say about Him.  So, I read the four Gospels, and while reading them, God showed me myself as He saw me and then He showed me Christ and my need of salvation, and I turned to the Savior and was saved.  How many thousands, and even millions, could give a similar testimony.  I had a similar experience as I read the Word of God many years ago.  You see, there is something about the Bible that is different from any other book in the world.  The difference is that it is divinely inspired by God Almighty.

When I was a pastor, I had a secretary who was not only an excellent secretary but also a devoted believer in Jesus Christ.  I used to dictate my sermons so that I might give them further study.  In the course of one of my messages, I quoted Psalm 119: 71, 75, & 92.  “It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.”  That is the Word of God.  “I know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.”  This dear friend, who was my secretary, knew what affliction was.  At an early stage in her marriage, her husband was killed when a train hit his car.  His wife was left with two little boys and a little girl.  Down through the years she reared these three children to be wonderful dedicated Christians.  Her daughter became a missionary, and the two boys became Christian businessmen.  It was not always easy, but she had no complaints.  Her strength and encouragement came from the Word of God.  In fact, she wrote a little note and attached it to my message for me to read.  Here is what she wrote.  “Psalm 119: 71, 71, &92 along the line I just typed for you has long expressed my personal sentiments with a loud Amen.”  This is what the Word of God can do for us when we read it daily.

George Mueller who was known for his strong faith confided, “The first three years after my conversion, I neglected the Word of God.  But since I began to search it diligently, the blessing has been wonderful.  I have since read the Bible through one hundred times, and always with increasing delight.  George Mueller’s experience has been a challenge to me for many years.  I have sought to do the same thing.  I haven’t reached one hundred yet, but I am getting close, and hopefully I shall reach the goal in several years.

John Bunyan’s who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress, testified, “Read the Bible and read it again, and do not despair of help to understand something of the will and mind of God.  Though you think they are fast locked up from you, neither trouble yourself.  Though you may not have commentaries and expositions, pray and read, and read and pray, for a little from God is better than a great deal from man.”  As you and I feast on the Word of God every day of our lives, we too learn what Mueller and Bunyan learn that God’s Word is sweet to the taste and sweeter than honey to the mouth.

Maybe you have not been in the habit of reading God’s Word.  You have received Christ but you may depend on the Sunday morning sermons for your spiritual help.  Let me suggest that you get started in the Word of God.  If you are a young Christian, it might be well to read the Gospel according to John first, then the New Testament, and then the Old Testament.  We can furnish you with an excellent little Bible reading guide what would be helpful to you.  Just write to us and ask for it.

It is worthwhile to have a regular time to read the Word as well as a regular place to read the Word.  Before you begin to read, bow your head and ask God to give you understanding.  And then think about what you are reading.  It is so easy to allow the mind to drift to other things.  Try to understand what the writer is saying and to whom he is writing.  It is well to put something down in writing, just a sentence or two about what you have read.  This impresses it upon the mind.  Now, don’t get discouraged and quit.  You may not understand it all.  Some passages are more difficult than others.  There will be plenty there that you will understand.  Determine to keep up your Bible reading for at least several months and see if it doesn’t make a difference.  Remember, this is the Word of God.  

Now before I close today, let’s be sure you really know the Lord, that you have invited Christ to come into your life.  Without Him, the Scriptures won’t mean much to you.  But with Him you will be reading God’s love letter to you, and I tell you that will really make a difference.  

