A Good Deal         July 7, 2006

What is faith?  It is not what some people think it is – a cure all.  It is the means whereby we believe on Jesus Christ and are rewarded with everlasting life.  You can’t see Christ, you can’t touch Him, but you can believe on Him by faith and be eternally saved.

In the day in which we live there is hardly a one of us who can shoulder the heavy responsibilities of life without staggering.  The older we get, the burdens seem to become heavier and heavier and, frequently, the way gets more and more confusing.  God’s faithful servant, Abraham, like all of us, was not exempt from hardship and toil.  Yet, he seemed to know how to face his problems with a confident faith in the Lord that enabled him to walk without staggering.  In Romans 4:20 we are told “he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God.”  And then the next verse goes on to say, “And being fully persuaded that, what (God) had promised, He was able also to perform.”  Now what made Abraham the man he was?  The answer is very simple.  He was strong in faith.  His complete dependence on the eternal promises of God enabled Him to cast aside all his doubts and fears.  He refused to be shaken or disturbed by what he saw or heard.  Having put God’s promises to the test many, many times, he knew they were true.  Thus, by faith Abraham was more than a conqueror because he took God at His Word and believed Him implicitly.  I hope you are that same kind of person that you have the same kind of faith Abraham had.  I tell you, if you do, you will not be defeated but you will rejoice in victory. 

In writing about faith, the Apostle John said in 1 John 5:4, “For whosoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”  And then he said, “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”  Let me make it clear that faith in itself is absolutely worthless.  I have heard people encourage their friends by saying, “Well, just have faith and everything will work out.”  The faith I am talking about is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  In my understanding of the Scriptures, there is no other kind of faith that will work.  True faith demands an object.  That object must be the right object.  Jesus is the object for effective faith.  It may not be great faith, but if it is genuine faith in the Son of God, things will happen.

 Let me clarify something else.  In one of Dr. Sam Shoemaker’s books he wrote, “Faith is no guarantee against trouble but only against defeat.”  Some Christians think if you have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, your troubles are ended, and that being a Christian you can face anything with faith and have immediate deliverance from trouble of any kind.  Through faith in Christ you can be delivered from the anxiety and worry about the trouble, but the trouble may or may not remain.  The trouble will not disappear until it is God’s time for it to disappear, or it may never disappear.  But you won’t be bogged down with a heavy heart because you know as a Christian, “all things work together for good to them that love God, to who are the called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).  So you fear not, neither do you fret.  You accept the difficulty from the hand of God and rejoice that you are counted worthy to suffer for Him.  I have Parkinson’s disease.  I have never complained about it, but I have thanked the Lord many times for it.  Maybe you think if I had enough faith I could be delivered from it.  Well, I am not planning on that.  My faith reaches out to the heart of God and He has delivered me from worrying about it.  Paul had a thorn in the flesh.  Was Paul delivered?  He was certainly delivered from anxiety by faith.  Sometimes God delivers from physical infirmity.  In fact, in many cases He does.  But I see no reason to believe that He is required to do it in every case.  Is this a lack of faith?  Not at all.  It is confidence in what God has stated in His Word, and beyond that I am not willing to transgress.

The great Old Testament saint, David, was a devoted servant of the Lord.  As you read the Psalms, you see clearly he faced many obstacles and difficulties in life.  Probably, two of his worst problems were doubts and despondency.  But in spite of his problems, he walked by faith and not by sight.  He had the blessed assurance that goodness and mercy were following him throughout life and that he could exercise dependant faith in the Lord at any time, which he did.  David received many answers to prayer because of his great faith.

If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, I hope you are a man or woman of great faith, trusting the Lord day by day for all things, with the knowledge that He will never fail and He is in no way limited.  Let’s believe God for even the impossible.  If you know yourself not to be a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, I beg of you to do something about it right now.  Faith is believing in the worthiness of the provided Savior, with the sense that you are lost without Him.  All the merits are on His side; the guilt and the need are on yours.  Great faith may bring great comfort to the one who has it, but it does not bring a greater salvation that little faith does.  True faith, however feeble, always lays hold on Christ.  It rests upon His precious blood for safety.  It rests upon Him for salvation completely.  I hope you have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ.  If you have not done it, friend, do it right now.  He is waiting, He is ready; I hope you are too. 

