Are You a Seeker?        July 10, 2006

When God entered the Garden looking for Adam, do you know what Adam was doing?  That’s right!  He was trying to hide from God.  Do you know of anything more foolish than this?  I don’t.  None of use can hide anything from God at any time.  He sees it all.  But the wonderful thing is, He loves us still.

I am sure some of the young people listening will get a good laugh out of what I will be saying in the next few minutes, but that’s all right.  We had a good time doing what we did.  When I was a little kid, a long, long time ago, you might think we were in pretty bad straits.  We had no radio, TV, video, computers, or many other things children have today.  You may ask, “What in the world did you do.  Life must have been very boring for children at that time.”    Actually, it was not.  After school we played with the neighborhood kids near our home and had lots of fun.  We got good fresh air and had a number of games we would play together.  Oh, we had some arguments once in awhile and occasionally a fight, but beyond that things worked out pretty good.  One of the old standby games was Hide and Seek.  We picked one kid to shut his eyes and count to ten while the rest of us ran and hid.  After counting to ten, the one boy ran frantically all around, looking for the rest of us to tag us before we hit home base.

In latter years when I became a Christian, I read in the Bible about Jesus coming into the world to seek and to save that which was lost.  You know, that rang a bell with me.  In a sense, the Son of God came to play the game of Hide and Seek, didn’t He?  Throughout all His days of ministry He was busy seeking lost souls.  In fact, He still seeks lost souls.  But presently, He seeks them through you and me.  Do you realize that many people are playing this game today?  But instead of being fun, like it used to be for kids, many adults are playing and for them it is very regretful.  They are trying to hide from God in their moneymaking, their lust, their travel, their interest in sports – they have shut God out.  But, of course, He is still there.  He is seeking through His seekers.  You and I who are in Christ are the seekers.  But many of the seekers are not seeking.  We should be.  God sought us out through someone and we came to Christ.  We were lost but now we are found.  You and I need to find people for Christ.

  The Apostle Paul said something that we need to think about today.  He wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:3, “But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost.”  What is he telling us?  If we who know Christ do not share Christ, we are hiding the Gospel from them.  This is serious business.  We are actually keeping people out of heaven because we do not tell them about Jesus.  Are you guilty of this error?  Let’s face it.  You have salvation.  You are on your way to heaven.  Isn’t it selfish to hide the Gospel from others while knowing they will be lost and spend eternity in perdition.  How tragic!  How selfish can a person be?  Let’s think about this today and do something about it.  I’m not asking you to go to the mission field or enter the ministry.  I am not saying you have to go and knock on doors and ring doorbells all through your city or in your neighborhood.  Just share the Gospel with one or two or more of your friends, or your loved ones, or whomever God speaks to you about.  Don’t hide the Gospel.

You are a seeker if you are in Christ.  You are to seek people who are hiding from God in their personal interests, and there are many of them these days.  This won’t take too much of your time.  You don’t have to know everything about the Bible to do this.  You do have to know that you are saved and that you really know Christ.  If you have doubts about that, talk to your pastor or write to us, or even now tell the Lord in prayer that you want to be saved, you want Christ in your life, and you are willing to turn your life over to Him, to follow Him and obey His will.  He will perform the transaction immediately.  But if you are a believer, make a practice to give out Gospel tracts or share your testimony with other people.  God gives us many opportunities.  But so often we pass them up.

I think of the little girl who was learning to write.  She did very well with a few words, but she forgot to put the dot over the “i.”  Her mother said, “Dear, where is the dot over the “i”?  Oh! she said, “That’s still in the pencil.”  Where is our witness for the Lord?  I suppose it is still in us.  But we must give it out.  We must tell people about our wonderful Savior, who has blessed us abundantly, so they too can enjoy Him.  Maybe you say, “I am afraid to talk to people about Christ.  I get all nervous.”   Listen, the same Jesus who helps us all through life is right there to help us when we witness.  The best thing in the world we can do is just to tell what He has done for us.  Don’t try to be profound and act as though you are a great Bible scholar or you know so much about the Bible.  Just share the new life you received in Christ when you trusted in Him.  And also tell how He cares for you day by day.  He wants to do this for your friends and loved ones too.

Maybe you think people will be offended if you speak to them about Christ.  I have never had anyone tell me they were offended, even though some of them refused to do anything about it.  They have thanked me for taking the time to talk to them about the Lord.  This idea of being offensive to people is all in our minds.  It is a trick of the Devil to keep us from sharing Christ.

Let me tell you about an aged farmer who visited his son, a popular Senator in Washington, D.C.  The father was a Christian.  When he was introduced to the Ambassador from Belgium, he earnestly asked, “Sir, are you a Christian?”  The son was greatly embarrassed by this.  Before the Ambassador could reply, the son changed the subject.  Shortly thereafter, the father became ill and later died.  Hearing of his death, the Ambassador sent flowers.  A note was attached which brought tears to the eyes of the Senator.  The note read, “Your father was the only man in America who asked me if I was a Christian.”  What a rebuke to the son.  He never forgot it.

Friends, don’t be ashamed of Jesus.  He has done so much for us.  Day by day He never fails us.  He meets all our needs.  He guides us, through the Holy Spirit, in decisions we must make.  He is a wonderful Savior and a most loving friend.  Most people don’t know this.  It is up to you and me to tell them.  Don’t hide the Gospel.  Share it!

I may be speaking to someone who needs Christ today.  He loves you, He died for you, and He wants to become your eternal friend.  But you are the only one who can open the door to your heart.  I hope you will do it now.  Talk to the Lord in prayer.  He is there, and He will answer.

