Keeping Clean for God     July 17, 2006

I find that most people like to keep clean: they bathe regularly and keep their clothing and homes clean.  God desires things to be clean too.  Most of all, He likes us to have clean hearts and pure lives, because He is a holy God.  


While introducing me to his congregation before I spoke, the pastor said, “He is a man of God.”  I always cringe when I hear that because when I think what God is and what I am as a human, there is a vast difference.  God is perfect and I am imperfect.  Of course, the same is true of all of us.  We are children of God if we have experienced the New Birth and we should live as children of God, walking in the light as He is in the light, obeying Him, following Him, and doing His will.  We were saved by grace and should live by grace day by day.  The results should be that we manifest the grace of God at all times in lives of holiness.

As Christians, we do not live by a list of prohibitions.  Rather, we seek to follow Christ because He gave His life of purity and holiness on the cross for our sins, that we might be eternally saved.  Being a Christian doesn’t mean that we can’t do this and we can’t do that.  We live a positive experience of victory in the strength God gives us.

I heard of a school janitor who tried to protect the school lawn by posting signs at various places on the lawn, “Keep off the grass.”  Do you think that kept the little children from trampling on the grass?  Not at all.  But a fourth grade teacher came up with an idea.  She decided that each child would be given a crocus bulb to plant alongside the edge of the sidewalk.  As winter drew to a close, the children watched eagerly for the first signs of spring.  What a power those hidden bulbs had, to keep dozens of little feet on the right track.  What keeps the feet of believers of the right track?  The love of Christ constraineth us.  When we have a personal relationship with the Son of God and realize what He did for us, we want to please Him and do what He wants us to do.

In Exodus 28, we notice that when Aaron performed his priestly duties, he was required to wear holy garments.  In wearing this clothing as the priest, he was distinguished from everyone else.  We who are in Christ are priests of God.  We are told in Ephesians 4:24 to “put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.”  As priests of God, our holy garments of righteousness and true holiness should be recognized by everyone.  There should be a miraculous change as the result of our New Birth.  No longer should we be as we were.  God has done something wonderful for us.  It is only as we wear the holy garments that we can honor the Lord and be a testimony for Him.  If the holy garments become soiled, we need to go to the Lord immediately and confess, that they might be cleansed, so that we can be useful and fruitful for God.  No, it isn’t prohibitions that keep us moving forward for God; it is love for our Redeemer who gave His all for us.


I was reading of John Wesley’s work among the miners of Cornwall.  Whole villages were transformed from a gambling, swearing, Sabbath-breaking people to men and women of sobriety and godliness.  In every home was found a picture of John Wesley, a man whom they all loved.  One day, a stranger visiting one of those humble homes, seeing John Wesley’s picture on the wall asked, “Whose picture is that?”  The old miner lifted his hat and said, reverently, “There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John.”  John Wesley was a man filled with the power of God and he gave himself fully to God.  The Lord used him in a mighty way, as he proposes to use each one of us.  But we must be willing to be used.  We need to allow Him to be in full control as we follow Him wholeheartedly, whatever the cost.


Long ago when Moses approached the bush that burned and was not consumed, he heard a voice that said, “Put off thy shoes from off they feet, for the place where thou standest is holy ground.”  This is the first lesson.  We who approach God must learn the recognition of God’s holiness.  True He is a God of grace and mercy, but He is also a holy God.  He could never have manifested Himself in these blessed characteristics had it not been that in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, mercy and truth met together, resulting in righteousness and peace becoming our possession.

The holiness of God is our plum line.  You probably know that a plum line is a string with a weight on it that bricklayers use to ensure that the wall they are building is straight.  It can also be hung alongside an existing wall, to reveal if it is true to the way it is built or if it is leaning.  A plum line guides in building but it also gives reason to correct what might be out of line.  You may remember Amos had a vision of a plum line next to a wall that represented Israel.  God had made the nation straight and true, but the plum line revealed that it was far from God.  Jesus is our plum line.  Recognizing what He is evidences how far we have strayed from the glory of God.  Some believers ignore the plum line altogether.  No wonder their lives are so empty and shallow.  We should be using the plum line of Christ daily so we can face our friends and loved ones in a manner that will glorify God.

As God’s people, we need to keep in mind that Jesus died, not only to save us but to make us holy.  I read the words of Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:23, “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Let me ask you; are the holy garments of righteousness and true holiness easily visible in your life since you entered the family of God?  If not, do something about it, dear friend.  Pay the price.  Enjoy the blessing.

If you should not know the Savior or if you have doubts about your salvation, get things in order quickly.  It may be later than you think.  God wants you for His family.  He proved that by sending His Son to the cross to die for you.  Now, it is your turn.  Trust Christ.  Invite Him into your life.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins and you want to be saved, and He will hear you.  Then find yourself a good church where you can be strengthened in the faith.  If you write and tell us about your decision, we shall get some material off to you that will be helpful for the days ahead.

