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I find that people who pray are a thankful people.  When we pray according to God’s instructions in the Scriptures, we enjoy many answers to prayer, for which we give God thanks.  I hope you are finding this to be true in your life.

After a person receives Jesus Christ as his Savior, immediately he enters into a privilege known only to those who belong to the family of God.  At anytime, anywhere, he can communicate with his Creator and take all of his burdens and problems to him.  He should realize, however, that God is not some kind of magic genie who gives us everything we ask for.  There are certain things that must always be kept in mind when we pray.  Calling on God does not rule out any human help we may provide.  When Hezekiah heard that he was going to die, he prayed for a miraculous recovery.  In response, God promised to extend his life fifteen years.  Then Isaiah gave instruction to place a lump of figs on the troublesome boil.  God did the healing, but he used human effort and natural means to bring about a recovery.

Someone wrote to me and inserted the prayer request, “Please pray that I might loose weight.”  I didn’t know this person, but if she is in a weight loss program, or taking walks each day, along with watching her food intake, this kind of praying is legitimate.  But if she is expecting a miraculous dropping off of the pounds without exercising or eating properly, praying will have little meaning.  Other people write and ask us to pray that they might have their finances increased.  If they are working hard, doing the very best they can, spending properly, and watching their budget, this may be a legitimate prayer.  But in all prayer, there are conditions that must be met.  This fact is often overlooked and prayers go unanswered.

In a race at a school track meet, one runner crossed the finish line just ahead of his nearest rival.  A bystander, noticing that the winner’s lips were moving during the last couple of laps, wondered what he was saying.  So, he asked him about it.  “I was praying,” the runner answered.  Pointing to his feet he said, “You pick them up Lord, and I will put them down.”  That athlete prayed for God’s help, but he also did his best to answer his prayers.  There is a mighty power in prayer when the conditions are met.  We need to have a heart concern.  Just to pray as a duty has little power.  To look to heaven and call on the Lord and give orders to God is not really prayer.  To rush into His presence and almost immediately rush out again is not prayer.  Real prayer costs thought, a sense of love for God, a need of a right relationship with God, a penitent heart, a need for Divine help, a surrendered will, and above all else a determination to know and do God’s will.  Prayer needs to be thought of as a time of fellowship with God.

Some people pray only when they need something or want something special.  A pastor was talking to a little boy and asked him if he prayer.  “Yes,” he said.  “Some nights just before I go to bed.”  The pastor said, “Why don’t you pray every night?”  The little boy replied, “Some nights I don’t need anything!”  Regrettably, some adults seem to have this kind of thinking about prayer.  But, actually, that isn’t prayer at all.  If you were ushered into the presence of the king of a vast empire, would you start asking for things?  When you pray, you are entering into the presence of the King of kings – the king of the vast empire of which you and I are only a small part.  We need to think who He is and what He is and respect Him as such.

It is important to have a daily meeting with God, either morning or evening, or whenever you can spend quality time with Him.  We are told in the Scriptures that Jesus called on the Father very early in the morning.  Mark 1:35 says, “And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.”  For many years, I have tried to follow this worthwhile example set by our Lord by meeting with God the first thing every morning and spending time with Him in His Word, praising Him, thanking Him, and committing my needs to Him.  It would be impossible to try to share with you the blessings I have received from this practice.  Now if you are not in the habit of meeting with God first thing in the morning, I strongly recommend it.   But don’t stop there.  1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Pray without ceasing.”  What does that mean?  Throughout the day and into the night we need to take a few minutes here and a few minutes there, just to lay our needs before the Lord, to give thanks for His goodness.  He is our friend, remember, as well as our Savior.  We need to talk to Him as our friend.

Recently, I was reading Mary Slessor’s testimony.  She was greatly used as a missionary to Africa in a former generation.  When asked to tell what prayer had meant to her she answered, “My life is one, long, daily, hourly record of answered prayer for physical health, for mental overstrain, for guidance given marvelously, for errors and dangers averted, for enmity to the Gospel subdued, for food provided at the exact hour needed, for everything that goes to make up life in my poor service, I can testify with a full and often wonder-stricken awe that I believe God answers prayer.  I know God answers prayer!”  Is prayer this meaningful to you?  If not, you don’t know what you are missing.  God does great and mighty things in answer to prayer.  In His Word He gives this marvelous invitation in Matthew 7:7,8, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.”  Here again, we must keep in mind, however, along with this gracious invitation there are certain conditions, set forth in other passages of Scripture that go along with these verses.  Of course, the most important condition is that you really know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  And there is only one way to come to Christ and that is to respond to His Word.  In His Word we find the ABC’s of salvation.  Listen to them.  A.  “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  You are a sinner, I am a sinner, and everyone born into this world is a sinner and needs salvation.  B.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved (Acts 16:31).  Christ is the only One who can save.  Your church can’t save you; your good works won’t do it.  Christ died for your sins and rose again, and at this moment is alive, inviting you to turn to Him.  C.  Confess Christ.  After we believe on Jesus and receive forgiveness of sins, we are to share our faith with others.  We are to confess the fact that we have been reborn through the Spirit of God.  If you never have, claim Christ as your Redeemer and Lord at this very moment, and know the joy of salvation.  Then, enjoy the remarkable privilege of prayer.

