Another Important Principle     July 21, 2006

Some preachers tell us to give until it hurts.  Wouldn’t it be better to give until it blesses?  Some people give a dollar and it hurts.  No, lets give to the Lord’s work until we get the blessing.


In Acts 20:35, the Apostle reminds us of our Lord’s saying that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  Christ not only taught this important principle, He exemplified it in His own life, constantly.  He was always giving of Himself as He sought to reach out and help others in their suffering and misery.  Ultimately, He gave every drop of His own life’s blood on the cross, to obtain our eternal redemption.

Those who have experienced salvation through Christ should likewise desire to give of themselves.  You see, taking is the language of the unconverted life.  The selfish nature of the unredeemed heart is interested primarily in its own welfare.  The new life in Christ results in a remarkable change.  Victory over the old selfish nature becomes are reality through the indwelling Christ.  No longer should we see our friends and neighbors as dollar signs who cater to us, but objects of God’s mercy and love to be ministered to by us.  When a person experiences the love of God through Christ, He should delight to give.  We can easily tell how much of God’s love a person has by how much they give.  Giving is the unmistakable test of loving.  How much did God love an unconverted world?  So much that He gave the blood of His only begotten Son.  In Ephesians 5:25 we are told that Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it.  God’s love and giving are inseparable.  As His followers, our love should be the same.  Of course, it begins only if we give ourselves to the Lord.

The church at Macedonia was known for its sacrificial giving.  What was the secret?  We read in 2 Corinthians 8:5, “They first gave themselves to the Lord.”  While we are on the subject, let’s consider an important phase of the giving principle.  You say you love God.  What place does He have in your family budget?  Is He at the top or the bottom of the list?  When we consider how gracious God is to us, it should never be a hardship for us to keep Him at the top of the list.  He says in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it shall be given unto you.” How?  “Good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.”  We are so unworthy of God’s goodness.  Yet, our wonderful God is so loving.  His gifts of love to us are unending.  Think of the answers to prayer we have received.  This is astounding.  How generous we should be in our giving to God.

Years ago, John Wanamaker, a noted merchant, was a liberal Christian giver who gave many, many thousands to the work of God.  One time, he took a trip to China to determine how well the money he had given to missions in that country was being used.  He came upon an old man plowing with a crude instrument.  It was drawn by an ox and a young man.    Asking for an explanation, he was told that the chapel needed a spire to be visible for miles around that the people would see it and come to worship.  The members of the chapel had prayer, but the money received was not enough.  Then the son said, “Let’s sell one of our oxen, and I will take the yoke of the ox we sell.”  Wanamaker was greatly moved by what he heard and saw.  He prayed, “Lord, let me be hitched to a plow, so that I may know the joy of sacrificial giving.”

Maybe some of us need to pray a similar prayer so our eyes will be opened to the fields that need to be plowed up for God.  Many times, God has spoken to my heart from Deuteronomy 16:17 where He says, “Every man shall give as he is able.”  Some people say, “Well, I am not able to give very much.  My salary isn’t large and I have many expenses.”  But let’s read on.  God says, “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy God which he hath given thee.”  When we stop to consider how God has blessed us, that is what we need to think about.  Is your health good?  Do you have food to eat each day?  Has God given you children to bless your home?  Do you have a happy marriage?  These are all assets that must not be overlooked when we consider the blessings of the Lord.  There are many more.  I have given just a few.  But we should give on the basis of our love for God and the manner in which He has blessed us.

If you are a New Testament Christian, you are not under the law to give on the basis of the law, but rather on the New Testament standard of love – a love, which God has implanted in your heart through the Holy Spirit.  2 Corinthians 5:14 tells us, “The love of Christ constrains us.”  This is the impelling force that motivates us to reach out and help wherever there is a need – God’s constraining love.

Jesus left a message for all of us while He was one this earth.  It is found in Matthew 6:20,21.  “But lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  What have you laid up in heaven?  When Christ returns, will you show Him your beautiful home and your costly jewelry?  Will you tell Him all about your investments?  Or will He realize your true status, which has been laid up in heaven?  He is coming back and coming back soon we believe.  We hope He will.  We pray He will.


Now, it is just possible you have never experienced the love of God as yet through Christ.  You know about church, you know about religion, you know about trying to be good, but you need to know Christ personally.  I urge you, if you have never definitely received Him into your life that you do it right now.  As you take this step, it will be your assurance of heaven.  You will want to go there.  Christ is the way.  I hope you will come His way.  Come to Him right now.

