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Your Most Valuable Possession
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Whatever you write on the heart of a child, no waters can wash away.  The sands may be shifted when billows are wild, and the efforts of time may decay.  Some stories may perish; some songs be forgot, but the engraven record time changes not.  Well, that’s right, friend.  The child in your home is the most important and most precious possession you have.   Train him for God.

Jesus loves little children, and we should love them too.  He made it clear that it is a sorrowful offense to offend one of these little ones.  Those who love Christ should be concerned about winning children to Christ.  With the breakdown of many homes, and the lack of concern evidenced among parents, we who know Christ must become more concerned for children than ever.  I have known some parents to excuse the actions of their little boys with a shrug, saying, “Boys will be boys.”  But do you realize, my friend, that boys will be men?  What happens in the formative years of the boy’s life usually carries over into manhood.  If they are not guided and directed properly, and provided with a worthwhile spiritual training, it is hard to tell what kind of men they will be.  The men of tomorrow are the boys of today.  And what they will become depends largely on what we do for them now.  

To offend little children is to neglect them.  There is no worse neglect than a failure to lead them in the way of the Lord.  A life without Jesus Christ is valueless, but with Him it is priceless.  Yet there are some parents who dare to say, “We will not influence our children in making choices and decisions regarding their religious beliefs.”  Well, let me just say, if you as a parent refuse to influence your child concerning eternal matters, the media will influence them.  The movies will.  The neighbors will.  The forces of sin will.  The politicians will.  The school will.  You influence your children concerning the clothes they wear, the health habits they practice, the food they eat . . .  Are you satisfied to ignore your child’s spiritual needs?  

Let me tell you something about the effectiveness of influence.  Max Dukes lived in New York City.  He did not believe in Christ, or in Christian training.  He refused to take his children to church (even when they asked him to go).  Max Dukes had 1,026 descendents.  Three hundred were sent to prison for an average term of 13 years.  One hundred and twenty were public prostitutes.  Six hundred and eighty were admitted alcoholics.  His family thus far has cost the state many thousands of dollars, while they made no contribution to society at all.  On the other hand, Jonathan Edwards lived in the same state at the same time as Dukes.  He loved the Lord and saw that his children were in church every Sunday as he served the Lord to the best of his ability.  He had 920 descendents.  Of these, 430 were ministers of the gospel.  Eighty-six became university professors.  Thirteen became university presidents.  Seventy-five authored good books.  Five were elected to the United States Congress, and two to the Senate.  One was Vice President of this nation.  His family never cost the state one cent, but has contributed immeasurably to the life and welfare of our country.  We need to take time for our children – plenty of time.  They need guidance, instruction, and companionship.  

I watched a young actress as she was being interviewed on television.  She was asked, “With all you have to do in your busy program, you must have help in caring for your children.”  “Oh, no,” she answered, “I didn’t bring babies into the world to provide jobs for babysitters.  I brought them into the world for myself.  I take care of them.”  Well, unfortunately, in these busy days young children rarely have the companionship of their parents.  This should never be true of Christians.  
I was reading the testimony of Howard Cross, a professional football player.  He said, “I spent most of my time with my dad.  He was always there fore me, taking care of me, and pointing me in the right direction.”  My! those words are so wonderful, aren’t they?  “He was always there for me.”  What a tribute this is to parents.  The value of being there is indisputable.  Children need a shoulder to cry on; a hand to hold; a heart to share.  How like our Wonderful God.  He is always there, isn’t He?  There is never an instant in the life of the believer when God is not there.  We can communicate with Him at any time, anywhere, because He is there.  We who are parents need to study this principle and recognize our important responsibility to our children.

Someone has said, “Parents have the biggest job in the world.”  I agree with that.  Don’t wait until your child gets into trouble and then show up.  Be a good example to them, and an ever present help.  Do you ever wonder why David grieved so at the death of his son, Absalom?  I think it was because of the bad example he set.  He was far from being the ideal father – with his many wives, and his sin with Bathsheba.  When his son Amnon sexually defiled his sister Tamar, David was furious but he did nothing.  That incident set the stage for Absalom’s murder of Amnon.  But even then, David was indecisive in dealing with Absalom.  He waited five years before meeting with him.  All these failures must have intensified David’s grief when Absalom died.  

Mothers and fathers, I beseech you to be examples to your children.  All the preaching in the world won’t mean a thing unless you can show them what Christ is like.  You say you love your children?  Then prove it as you lead them in the way of the Lord, and establish spiritual principles in their lives, and provide a living example for them to follow.  Discipline your children when necessary.  This might be a headache now, but I’ll tell you it will save you from a heart ache later.

It just may be that you haven’t done much for the spiritual welfare of your children because you have a need in your own life.  Don’t you think it’s about time to take care of that need?  With the responsibilities you have as a parent, you should know personally the One who gave you your children.  As you follow Him day by day, you will have the privilege of prayer to call on Him for the wisdom, guidance and strength you need.  You can know Him right now by claiming Jesus as your Savior and Lord.  When you receive Him into your life, you not only receive a Savior, but you prepare yourself for eternity.  It behooves you to act now.  Just say, “Lord, I realize I’ve failed many times.  I have sinned, but you died for my sin, and I now receive You as my Savior and Lord,” and Christ will enter your life never to leave.  Drop me a line and tell me about it.  

Our heavenly Father, our hearts are heavy today for the children in our world.  There are so many who have no hope because their parents aren’t interested.  O God, work in these young lives.  Work through us who love You, that we may help our children to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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