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  Fellowship in the Gospel

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is a phrase in the New Testament familiar to most of us, but misunderstood by many.  It is fellowship in the gospel.  Perhaps you think it means God’s people getting together for Bible study and prayer, or just a plain happy time together.  Well, stay with us.  You may be surprised.

In Philippians 1:5, the apostle Paul speaks of our fellowship in the gospel.  Now the word “fellowship,” as it is used here, is really two words in the original.  One is a noun meaning “fee,” and the other is a verb meaning “to lay aside, side by side.”  Thus what Paul is saying is that he is grateful to the Philippian believers for the fact that they laid their fees side by side for the propagation of the gospel.  “Fee” is used in the sense of salaries or payment for work which believers have done.  In other words, when the believers gathered together to worship the Lord, they laid a substantial portion of their salaries on the offering plates, side by side.  It was then dedicated to God and used for the spreading of the gospel.  

When believers have fellowship in the gospel, it has to do with sharing a portion of their income and laying it side by side with the gifts of fellow-believers, and after it is dedicated to God it is then used to reach people with the gospel who, in turn, are born again by the Holy Spirit.  God declares this to be fellowship in the gospel.
Regrettably, comparatively few believers have caught the vision of sacrificial giving to God.  Someone has said there are at least six ways to give.  First you have the careless way.  This kind of giving takes little thought or discernment.  It involves giving to whatever comes along.  The value of the project or cause is rarely considered.  The need could be worthwhile or worthless, but such is rarely considered by the careless giver.  

Second, the impulsive way:  Maybe after reading a well written letter saying an emergency (or, possibly, presenting a strong, emotional appeal) the impulsive giver writes a check and sends it, feeling a sense of security in answering the pressing appeal.  Had the letter not come, doubtless no gift would have been sent.  

Third, we have the lazy way.  The person who gives the lazy way is usually extremely frugal and will go to any end to keep from spending money.  So he offers himself to have a cake sale (or some other kind of sale, or a church supper) to help get money from other people to do what he should be doing himself by way of sacrificial giving to God.  He reaps little benefit from this, and often after a hard day of work involved in the project he vows to do it no more.  But when the opportunity comes, rather than touch his own finances, he does it again.

Fourth we have the self-denying way.  This person often goes without so that he can give to God.  One would think this practice is commendable, and to some degree it is.  But it often leads to self-gratification, and even to pride.  It gives one the feeling of having helped God out.

Fifth is the systematic way.  This seems to be the Scriptural method.  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 16:2, Upon the first day of the week let everyone of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.  Every Lord’s Day, the systematic giver makes a careful disposal of that which he has laid aside from his income for the glory of God.  This seems to be the fair method of giving.  It is based on the principle of what God has done for us.  If God gives only little, we may be limited to smaller gifts.  Yet, on the other hand, if God gives much, we are obligated to give very generously.  The Old Testament emphasizes the tithe as a principle of giving.  But in the New Testament it appears that those who love the Lord Jesus will do their best to go beyond a tenth of their income.  After all, most eating places expect us to leave a gratuity for the waitress of 15% or more.  In the light of this, should we limit the God of grace and glory to a mere ten percent?  

Sixth is the equal way.  Some of God’s people have set the equal way of giving as their objective in life.  The idea behind this is to give God as much as they spend upon themselves.  You ask, “Are there people who give this way?”  Oh, yes, and how happy they are!  Maybe you are wondering how a person with an average salary can do this.  Well, in reality, he isn’t doing it; it is God doing it through him.  It is respecting God as He is, the mighty God, the God of miracles, who knows no limit in His supply.  Such giving is the result of a walk by faith, trusting the Lord for everything; and it is amazing to see God work.  Usually the man or woman who says he can only do so much for God finds that he only reaps so much from God; but the one who says, “I love the Lord, and I’m going to prove it in my giving,” is the one that taps the resources of God’s abundance.

Now you may be sure that this can never be discovered until it is tried.  One thing is certain, however, no one will ever give to God in this manner until he gives himself 100%.  This was true of the Corinthian Christians.  Some of them had learned the joy of giving.  The secret is stated in 2 Corinthians 8:5 – They first gave their own selves to the Lord.  As one yields to the Lord wholeheartedly, and offers himself to the control of Jesus Christ, giving will be no problem.  Even though he may have only little, his Lord will have first place in his giving, as well as in all of his Christian experience.  And, to be sure, this is the man or woman who will see God work in his life.  I challenge you to test the Lord.  Maybe you have been giving the same amount for years.  Take a step of faith.  Go beyond this.  Along with your church responsibility, pray that God will lay some Christian work upon your heart, and then reach out by faith and honor the Lord in a systematic way, and participate in the joy of seeing men and women, boys and girls, turn to Jesus Christ.
Now, of course, if you have never received Jesus Christ as your own Savior and Lord, don’t even think about giving your money to Him until you receive Him into your life as Lord of all.  Your money won’t take you to Heaven, but Jesus Christ will.  And I hope you’ll trust in Him as your Savior and Lord, if you never have.  This will be a great day, and every day after will be a great day for you as you walk with Him.

Our God and Father, I thank You for Your abundant provision.  You’ve been so good to all of us, and yet so often we have held back from You.  Do something fresh within us, I pray, as we put You to the test.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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