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Growing in Grace

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
When a baby is born into a family, we expect him to grow.  Day by day, with anticipation, we watch for signs of growth.  If he doesn’t grow, something is wrong.  Well the same is true relative to one’s spiritual life.  After a person is born again, he should evidence signs of spiritual growth.  If the signs are not visible, something is wrong.

A person’s greatest need in life is to receive Jesus Christ – for there is no other way of salvation apart from Him.  After one receives Christ and experiences the great salvation made possible through the cross and resurrection, his next greatest need is to grow in grace; for if the believer does not grow in grace, he will soon groan in disgrace.  It is either forward or backward.  How tragic it is to see scores of baby Christians in practically every church who have never really matured and developed spiritually.  They trusted in the Savior, and there they remained as babes in Christ.  God is not only interested in saving sinners, but in making saints.  

The making of saints has to do with growing in the Lord.  When one believes, he is born into the family of God.  He is no longer guilty because of his sins, but he should not stop here – for salvation is not something cut and dried, but green and growing.  Paul said in Philippians 3:10, that I may know him.  What did he mean?  He was not thinking of salvation, for he had already come to know the Lord.  He wanted to know Christ in all of his fullness.  He desired to become strong in the faith, and in his vision for the Lord.  This should be the earnest desire of every true believer.  Peter wrote in his second epistle, But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   This was not merely Peter speaking, but the Holy Spirit speaking through Peter.

Why is it that so few Christians seem to grow?  One reason is that growing has to do with progress in the Christian faith and they are just not progressing.  For, to be sure, if one is not moving forward for the Lord, he is slipping backward.  Never do we stand still.  To stand still would mean stagnation.  Thus it is either a case of forward or backward.  Now which way are you going in your Christian experience?  Do you love Christ better today than you did a week ago?  Do you find the Bible more useful and helpful now than you did in the past?  Are you spending more time in the Bible?  Is prayer more vital to you than in the past?  Well, if you can answer these questions in the affirmative, you are probably growing in God’s grace.  If you must answer with a negative, something is vitally wrong in your relationship to the Lord.  All of the word of God (as well as personal experience) testifies to the fact that there is no blessing in backsliding; but, on the other hand, it results in misery, suffering and sorrow.  I recall reading one time of a man who held a unique world’s record.  Not only did he walk across the United States from coast to coast, but he did it all the way backwards.  Personally, I can think of nothing more useless than this.  All of that energy poured into days and weeks simply walking backwards for thousands of miles.  But as ridiculous as this seems to me, there is something even worse.  It is for a child of God to be moving but moving in the wrong direction.  Spiritually speaking, such a one is like the man walking backwards.  There is no evidence of a forward march for Christ.  Rather than seeing progress in the Christian faith, there is retrogression: slipping backwards.  There is no joy or peace.  The question is, can such a one really be saved?  Now he says he is, and I am not the Judge.  But I will say this, if he is saved, he has no witness for God.  

In John 10:28, the Lord Jesus says, I give unto them eternal life; And they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  Now this is a blanket promise He made to all who would believe on His Name.  The moment a person declares belief in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, God gives him eternal life.  Now, of course, “eternal” means just what it says.  If one is truly saved, he cannot lose this life because it is God who gives it; and God never changes.  But in this same chapter where our Lord tells us that He gives eternal life, He also says (in the tenth verse), I am come that ye might have life, and life more abundant.  Not only life, you see, but more abundant life.  How does one get the more abundant life?  By faith (in the same manner in which he received eternal life); but at the same time, it presupposes growing in God’s grace: maturing in the faith; becoming strong in the Lord.

Perhaps you will say, “Alright, I understand all of this.  But the question is, how does one go about growing?”  I think I can best answer that question by saying, “Keep a fire burning in your heart.”  What do I mean?  Well, doubtless at some time you have built a fire and kept it burning.  What was important to keep the fire burning?  First of all, you had to have a good draft.  Secondly, you had to get the ashes out.  And, thirdly, you had to put on more fuel.  Now consider this as you keep a fire burning in your heart for God.  Keep the draft open:  That is, keep witnessing for Christ.  Take every opportunity you possibly can to tell somebody about the Lord Jesus Christ who can save him for life eternal.  God declares, in Isaiah 43:12, Ye are my witnesses.  Do not be a silent Christian.  There is no better way to put the fire out than to say nothing to others about Christ and His great salvation.  Then be sure to keep the ashes out.  If you want the fire to keep burning, don’t allow your heart to become cluttered with little sins.  Always confess sin to God immediately.  He says in 1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   Don’t allow any sin (big or little) to remain.  Confess it.  For usually, little sins soon become big sins.  Then remember to keep putting on the fuel.  Take time every day.  Do not miss a single day.  Meet God daily as you search the Scriptures.  Study the Bible systematically.  Get a plan of study and stick to it.  Allow nothing to interfere.  After you have nourished your soul from God’s word, talk with your heavenly Father.  Tell Him all about your cares and problems.  Then fully trust Him to fulfill His many promises.  If you abide by these three simple rules, doubtless the fire will keep burning, and you will keep growing.  Backsliding will be unknown to you.

Now it is very possible that I am speaking to some that need to realize that you cannot grow until you are born.  The Bible declares, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  The very moment you believe, you are born into the family of God.  Jesus spoke about this.  He said, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  He further went on to say, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  Ye must be born again, Jesus said.   After you have received Christ, and turned to Him, and forsaken your sins, then you should be growing in the Lord.  You are a new creature in Christ.  You should be maturing in the faith.  And so I say to you, keep growing.  Keep maturing.  Get strong in God.  If you don’t know Him, turn to Him right now.  

Heavenly Father, for many of Your people who need to grow, may they do business with You at this moment as they confess their sins and ask for grace to grow in things of the Lord.  And for those listening who have never been born into the family of God, may they just now take Christ as their very own – forsaking their sins to follow Him.  For I ask in His Name.  Amen.
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