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Keep Trusting


          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Hi, friend.  Welcome to Glad Tidings.  How are things going for you these days?  Well I know what some of you are saying.  “They are not going so good.”  May I say, I am glad you are with us because I may say some things today that you have forgotten.  So keep listening.
It has been said that the really happy person is the one who can enjoy the scenery even when he has to take a detour.  Usually, when we are confronted with a detour, we complain about the time that will be lost and the seemingly useless effort that will be required.  But the really happy person isn’t disturbed by this type of situation.  If you have been a Christian for any length of time at all, you have discovered that there are many detours in the Christian life.  The really wonderful thing about it is that you don’t have to get all uptight and disturbed about the detours because God is in them all.  When one is a Christian, nothing ever ‘happens’ to him.  Everything is under the supervision of our all-wise, all-loving, and all-seeing God.  Even the so-called disappointments are part of His perfect plan.  Psalm 37:23 says, The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, and he delighteth in his way.  When one knows and loves Christ, what appears to be disappointments to the unsaved are not disappointments to the child of God.  The poet has expressed it well in these words.

Disappointment?  His appointment.

Change one letter, then I see that the thwarting of my purpose

Is God’s better choice for me.

His appointment must be a blessing,

Though it comes in a disguise, for the end from the beginning

Opened to His wisdom lies.

Well the thoughts expressed here are so true.  What really appears to be a disappointment often proves to be God’s better choice: a blessing in disguise.  

Some time ago, I read an account in a Christian magazine about a woman who had been bitten by a black widow spider.  She was rushed to the hospital where special treatment was given, and within a few days she was well again.  This family had suffered much trouble – one thing after another – and some were wondering why this present experience had to happen.  Well soon they found out.  For while the woman was in the hospital, the doctor discovered that she had a rare glandular disease that required immediate and continuous treatment.  Had she not been forced dto go to the hospital on account of the spider bite, the other disease might have gone unnoticed until it was too late to cure.  Though painful, that spider bite was used for her welfare.  This is a perfect picture of Romans 8:28, And we know that all things work together for good for them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

It would appear sometimes as though the mighty arm of God is in a sling.  But that’s never the case.  God is always at work helping those who love Him.  And it is for this reason that all the pieces are fitting together as seen by the divine eye (though not always seen by the human eye).  In 2 Chronicles 16:9, we are told that The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him.  
Now God never sleeps.  He understands every situation perfectly.  He knows your need at this moment.  He is mindful of your problems.  Greatest of all, He has the solutions.  And if you know Him as a child of God (having trusted in Jesus Christ, His Son, as your Savior and Lord), you have every right to believe that He is going to work things out in the very best way possible.  There can be no mistake or failure because God is in it.  If left to you, well that would be another thing.  But since you belong to Him, your problems are His problems.  He has plans that cannot be frustrated.  So, cheer up in the midst of your affliction, knowing that soon you will see the dawn again.  Even though you may be in the darkest of night at this moment, the sun will shine again.  For in Ephesians 1:3, we read that God hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.  Will you please take note of the little three-letter word there, a-l-l, “all?”  God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.  How complete and comprehensive this is.  There is not a thing lacking.  Well this is just like God, isn’t it?  He knows all our needs and has at His disposal infinite and exhaustless stores of grace, love and power.
If there is emptiness in your life, it is because you are not possessing your possessions, and you are not enjoying the rich and full heritage that is yours in Christ Jesus your Lord.  You have everything in Christ.  Don’t let Satan tempt you to worry and fret, for God will eventually bring you out on top.  You are not alone.  God is there.  He understands.  It is not like the case of the little boy who heard his parents talking about the problems and difficulties in our troubled world.  That night when he said his prayers, he was heard to pray, “Please, God, take good care of yourself, for if anything happens to you we are sunk.”  Well, don’t you ever worry about that.  You may be sure that nothing is ever going to happen to God.  He is there at all times.  And where is that?  Where you are.  “Well,” you ask, “why doesn’t He help me?”  He is helping you.  You can’t see Him at work, but He is helping you.  As I said before, He is going to bring you out on top.  Your part is not to become upset, but to trust Him, and to keep trusting Him.  He promises in Isaiah 41:10, Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God:  I will strengthen thee; yea. I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.  Take this truth to heart.  Don’t allow yourself to doubt for another minute.  Bow your head and say, “God, I will believe You.  Give me faith to believe You.  Keep me from fear and worry.”  You may be sure He will, for He loves you.  And for this reason He will hear and answer you.

Now if you don’t know Him, if you are a stranger to Jesus Christ, you can meet Him instantly by calling on Him and asking Him to become your Savior and Lord.  And, then, every promise I have given on this broadcast will be yours.  For, remember, He blesses us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.  Be assured, there is no other way to enjoy spiritual blessing than through Christ, God’s Son.  So, just now, invite Him into your life.  

Father God, I pray for Your people scattered here and there – many in deep sorrow and stress.  Continue to provide and undertake for them as you have promised.  Meet their needs, I ask.  And for those with the greatest need – the need of salvation – may they settle it this moment as they call on Christ to become Savior and Lord.  This I pray in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.  
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