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God’s Abundant Grace

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
Greetings, friend.  You are tuned to Glad Tidings: 15 minutes of inspiration by way of music and comment.  In my thinking, one of the greatest truths ever made known to mankind is that of the wonderful grace of Almighty God.  Stay with us as we think about it today.

I never cease to marvel at the wonderful grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.  As I consider the all-sufficiency of this grace to reach the lowest degree of fallen humanity, my heart rejoices in God’s goodness.  I read in 1 John 4:19 that we love him because he first loved us.  What a marvelous truth the latter part of that verse presents.  He first loved us.  This is grace.  I can understand how God would respond to the earnest, sincere, seeking heart; but when I consider His grace that reaches out to rebellious, stubborn, indifferent, inconsiderate flesh, I am astounded.  For example, I am always amazed when I think of God’s grace in speaking to such a man as the ruthless Saul (who later became the apostle Paul).  In the 9th chapter of the book of Acts (which tells of his conversion) we read, in the opening verses, And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  
Saul hated Christians.  He used every trace of his authority and power to thrust them into prison.  He compelled numberless people to blaspheme the name of Jesus Christ.  Saul was known and feared by many as the worst persecutor of the church in their generation.  Yet, in the midst of his bloody attack on the church, the 9th chapter of the book of Acts tells us of his miraculous conversion.  What grace, that God should reach out to a man like this who deserved to experience in his own life what he did by way of punishment to others.  But yet, is not this the nature of our Lord?  Do we not read in 2 Corinthians 8:9, For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.  Jesus Christ left the glory of heaven to come to the shame of this earth to permit Himself to be treated unmercifully at the hands of godless men.  Finally, He allowed them to place Him on a cross where He bled for the sins of the world.  Such condescension is far greater than that of reaching out to a man like Saul.  God’s grace reaches out to everyone – no one excluded.
Consider the lives of those who have trusted Christ.  Maybe we were not persecutors, but we were vile and wretched, and we had sinned and come far short of the glory of God.  Some of us had been spoken to by the Holy Spirit many times, but we resisted.  We spurned the gracious call of salvation.  But God in His mercy did not give up, and today we can praise Him for His marvelous grace that brought us to the fold.

Whenever I think of this great fact, it encourages me as I consider some of my own loved ones for whom I’ve prayed for many years.  Day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year, they carelessly neglect and reject the Savior.  I have wondered on occasion why God delays so long.  And yet I am convinced that His grace is sufficient.  In His own time God will answer, and those who have resisted the gospel for so long will some day crumble in humble submission to the message of the cross.  I have seen this happen time and time again.  In the course of my years in the ministry, I have known of both men and women along the way for whom God’s people were praying.  In many cases, they were husbands or wives of sincere born again mates who had a heart burden for the salvation of the ones they love.  Some have been men who opposed the activities of their wives at church.  They demanded that they not even go near the place.  They concluded that all Christians are hypocrites, and as a result, they wanted nothing to do with the church or the message of the gospel.  Some of these same men had children who attended Sunday school.  At first they were delighted because the children got out of the home (making it more pleasant for sleep on Sunday morning).  But after a while the message of the gospel got hold of the children, and they too changed for the better.  But irrespective of the improvement that came to the home – because some of these husbands loved darkness rather than light – they wanted nothing that had to do with the gospel. 
And though they did not persecute their own physically, as Saul persecuted the church, they did persecute them in another way: with their tongues, by the unkind things they said.  I have seen faithful wives and children who refused to give up.  They revealed the glory of the transformed life in the home, and they persisted in prayer.  And some of these men who were hardened to the gospel have been broken by the grace of Almighty God.  God has used many faithful wives and children to reach the hearts of the hardened, sinful husbands and fathers as a means of opening the door to God’s wonderful grace.

To you who love Jesus Christ, who’ve gotten discouraged about loved ones who have been resisting the gospel, take hope.  God’s grace is sufficient.  He who brought the proud hard-hearted Saul to Himself and transformed him into a mighty firebrand for God, can also do the same for those for whom you are praying.  There are no limits to what God can do.  I read in Ephesians 3:2o that he is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  He surely is able.  So keep praying.  Keep living for Christ.

But before I close, let me say a word to those of you who have been resisting the Lord’s call to salvation.  Maybe you have been persecuting others with your tongue or even worse.  Let me remind you of what God said to Saul on the Damascus highway.  Here it is in Acts 9:4, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  What did God mean by this question?  When Saul persecuted Christians, he was actually persecuting God.  May I remind you of what Jesus said in Matthew 25:40.  Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  I say to those of you who have been making light of believers and directing your little jibes at them, you are actually doing it against Jesus Christ.  You are persecuting the Son of God.  You have been laughing at Jesus Christ, for Christ feels all the injuries done to His people.  
Christ never harmed you.  He never wronged you in any way.  In fact, just the opposite.  He has cared for you by His grace time and time again.  You were sick, nigh unto death, and he raised you up.  You made a few superficial promises to Him, but they never amounted to anything.  I hope you will do something about it now.  Consider the kind of savior He is. When He was on this earth, those who hated and despised Him drove spikes through His hands and feet and left Him to die on the cross.  How did He react?  Did He curse them and threaten them from the cross. Oh, no.  He prayed, Father, forgive them.  He was reviled, but he reviled not again.  He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, but he was dumb before his shearers, and opened not his mouth.  He had no place to lay his head.  He had no gold, no silver.  He was ill-treated and hated, and yet continually he manifested the love and grace of God.  
This grace is still available though him.  That’s why he pleads with you to turn to him now and be saved, for someday, sooner or later, you must die.  Either you will die as a child of God to join him in heaven, or as a child of Satan to be separated from him eternally in hell. God wills that you be saved and know the joy of everlasting life.  Will you say, “Lord Jesus have mercy upon me a sinner”?  Are you willing to repent and turn from sin to the living Christ?  If you are, God will receive you.  Do it now, the best way you know how.  Say, “Lord Jesus, I am sorry for my sins, but I claim you as my Lord.”
Father, I pray that no one will resist the Holy Spirit, but at this moment may they turn to you through Christ to receive all the riches of Heaven and eternity.  In our Savior’s Name.  Amen.
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