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     Retired, But Working

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is a large segment of older people who feel that because they are old they are worthless.  What a dismal attitude.  No one ought to sit around and wait for death.  Regardless of your age, there are some things you can do to honor God and help people.  I will be suggesting a few of these things in just a minute or two.  Go get comfortable, and keep listening.
A well-known sociologist made this statement.  “The largest pool of unused skilled labor is the retired.  Skills people gain through many years of diligent work cannot be developed in a short time through education or through training.  The hard lessons of disciplined working habits, and the know-how of experience, are traits which take years to develop.  The tragedy of retirement lies in the fact that millions of workers who have reached their peak of effectiveness at the age of 65 or 70 are forced to leave their jobs.  As the result, America and other nations lose the cream of their skilled and experienced working force.  Our Social Security regulations do permit these people to do a small amount of gainful work, but they impose penalties on any truly meaningful use of trained talent.”
A well-known doctor who was an expert in the problems of old age said, “Modern man has been amazingly successful in his effort to prolong life, but now he finds himself perplexed by problems arising out of his achievements.  The recent dramatic increase in the number of people who are living into the seventh and eighth decades has overwhelmed us by the enormous number of new problems that have been created.  A couple of hundred years ago, a man was old when he was 40.  But today we have many people who are young and alert in their 60’s and 70’s, yet are forced to stop any kind of productiveness of their talents and abilities.  This situation causes feelings of pessimism and despondency in most older people.  Many of them would agree with the retired engineer who was asked how he was spending his retirement years.  He replied, ‘I am waiting to die.’  He felt useless and unwanted, even though he was a healthy and vigorous man.”  

Perhaps you are wondering what I am getting at.  Well it is just this:  you are never too old to serve God.  Time and time again I hear the excuse coming from the lips of older people, “I have done my bit; now let the younger people do it.”  As far as service for God is concerned, there is no retirement.  After all, where in the Bible do you read about “doing your bit”?  Hudson Taylor is reported to have said, “There are three stages in work for God.  First: impossible; second: difficult; and third: done.”  
“Try” is a word which is heard from the lips of unbelievers.  “We must do what we can,” they say.  And, too often, the same attitude is taken up by the child of God.   The Lord’s word (in reference to His work) is not to “do your bit,” but to do it.  Jesus said whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.  Do not feel that you are excused from the service of God because you are getting up toward the sunset years.  There have been many saints of God who performed at peak efficiency when they were over 70 years of age.  There have been giants of history, like Beethoven and Michael Angelo who did their most outstanding work in their latter years.  The Bible tells us of men and women of tremendous vigor and wisdom who were active leaders well into very old age.  We read of Jehoiada who did good in his rule, both toward God, and toward his house until he was 130 years old.  
If you are on the shelf of uselessness, God did not put you there; you put yourself there.  Realize that if the devil catches a man idle, he will get him to do evil.  This is why it is so important to stay busy for God.  What can you do?  You can pray.  I urge you, if you are on what we call the retired list, spend much time in prayer.  Intercede for missionaries all around the world.  Have a prayer list.  Get their pictures.  Put them before you. Daily, commit them to God and pray for them as they face the enemy on the fields afar.  Talk to your pastor about serving the Lord.  Ask him if there isn’t some visitation you can do, or other work around the church.  Perhaps you can help in the office, or baby-sit for younger mothers who presently are tied down to their homes because of their responsibilities to their families.  They need to get into the word of God.  Maybe you could release them to go to a Bible class while you care for their little children.  And then consider an even greater step.  Many of you have abilities and talents that took years to develop.  Why not invest them in foreign missionary service?  Contact mission boards.  Tell them of your abilities.  Assure them that you are in a position to go out to the field.  You have your support (you are on a pension).  Spend your remaining days serving the Lord.  God is using many retirees on various mission fields these days.  

Whatever you do, don’t just sit around and feel that your work is done.  To all believers, young or old, God says in the words of 1 Corinthians 15:58, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  “Always abounding” means doing more than you are supposed to do – going beyond the limit.  Many employees in the business world do only what they must do, and there they stop.  We are to be gracious as employees of God, to go far beyond what we ought to do, that we might be usable in the Lord’s great plan to reach the lost so they might be saved and have everlasting life.  

It may be that you are an older person who has gone through all of life and you haven’t yet come to Christ.  I believe one reason why God has permitted you to have a long life is that you might get saved.  Of course, you will not live forever.  Sometime you will head for either Heaven or hell.  Your life will end.  God says in Genesis 6:3, My spirit shall not always strive with man.  But at this moment, He is concerned that you receive Jesus Christ and be saved.  Will you invite the Son of God to come into your life and change your life?  He can do that.  He will give you new life.  He will give you eternal life.  Then, day by day, trust Him for all things.  Walk by faith.  Believe God for everything.  He never fails His own.
Father God, I pray for many who are in their 60’s, 70’s, and some in their 80’s and 90’s who listen to this program.  God, help them to find some outlet of usefulness for You.  Grant that they may not rust out, but wear out, as they uphold the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Be with those who are deciding to receive Christ today.  Lead them by Your Holy Spirit.  Make their lives fruitful and useful for your Name’s sake.  Have Your way in each life, and I’ll praise You.  Through Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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