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          Dr. J. Allen Blair
It would be totally impossible to emphasize the importance of the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer, yet many Christians give little thought to this important subject.  Consequently, they wonder why they have no real joy or effectiveness for God.  Well the problem is flesh-service, rather than Holy Spirit power.

Among the things that Jesus told His disciples before He ascended back to the Father was, Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you.  Now this was not only a promise to the few disciples gathered before Him, it is for every true follower of Christ today.  It should be understood, however, that this is not a blanket promise without meeting the conditions for its realization.  Most of the promises in the Bible are conditional.  This fact is often overlooked by believers, thus causing confusion and misunderstanding.  
When a believer trusts Christ for salvation, immediately the Holy Spirit comes upon him, never to depart.  There may not be power, however, in that believer’s life.  He has the potential for the power of the Spirit, but he must first of all meet the conditions for the power.  Thus we could paraphrase what Jesus said in Acts 1:8 by saying, “Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is in control of you.”  Now all believers have the Holy Spirit, but not all believers are under the control of the Holy Spirit.  To be under the control of the Holy Spirit, there must be absolute and full submission to God.  Either the believer is controlled by the flesh, or is controlled by the Holy Spirit.  
Now, can one know who is in control?  Most definitely.  If He is in control, by the Spirit, he will bear the fruit of the Spirit.  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law, God says in Galatians 5:22-23.  If the believer is not bearing the fruit of the Spirit, the problem could be carnality: he is under the control of his sinful flesh.  Or, it is possible that he has never been truly born of the Spirit.  After a person comes to Christ, he is to put off the deeds of the flesh.  Now no one can do this until he comes to Christ, but after he is born of the Spirit, he is in a position to claim victory over the flesh.  

Notice how Paul writes to the believers in Colossians 3:9-10, Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him.  The putting off and the putting on should be one transaction, but it amazing how many believers put on the new man, but they continue in the deeds of the old man or the old nature.  What is the new man like that the believer is to put on?  Colossians 3, again, verses 12 through to the end of the chapter make this very clear.  But let me read several of these verses:  
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  It continues on here, but let’s just mention a few of these which very obviously are fruits of the Holy Spirit in the person’s life.
Paul speaks of kindness, and he says we are to be humble, meek and longsuffering.  Some believers can’t take very much, but when one is under the control of the Holy Spirit, he can accept criticism without retaliation.  He knows how to praise the Lord under all circumstances.  He is forgiving.  People may treat him unfairly, but like Christ he can say, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.”  He has a heart overflowing with God’s love.  He rests in the Lord, enjoying the peace of God.  And, of course, he loves the word.  He spends time in the Scriptures.  You see, the Holy Spirit and the word of God work together closely.  The man or woman who is under the control of the Holy Spirit will saturate himself with God’s word.  

Now these are some of the evidences of the Spirit-filled life.  Again, I say, this is known only as we submit fully to Christ’s control.  If one continues to do what he wants when he wants to do it, he will never know the power Jesus spoke about that comes through the Spirit-controlled life.  This is why many of our churches are so ineffective.  I have known churches with excellent facilities – their buildings were attractive, their furnishings were the best – but as far as an effective ministry was concerned?  It was unknown.  God is not looking for buildings, machinery or methods.  It is not new organizations that He is concerned about.  He is looking for men and women whom the Holy Spirit can use.  These believers need not be the possessors of great talents, or great learning.  They need not be great preachers.  But if they are great in the holiness of God, great in faith, great in love, great in fidelity to God, things will really happen because they are under the control of him who is our power.  
Who is it that God uses?  Well Paul gives us the answer very clearly in 1 Corinthians 1:26-29.  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called:  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  That no flesh should glory in his presence.  Now we do not pray, “Lord, help me through the Spirit.”  We pray, “Dear God, I surrender wholly to the Spirit, that He may do it through me.”  He doesn’t want simply to be our helper; He wants to be the doer, but we must give Him the right-of-way.  
Now who is in control of your life?  You say you believe on Jesus Christ?  Have you received the fullness of the Holy Spirit?  Are you living under the control and the power of the Spirit of God?  I hope so.  If not, get things straightened out with God. And maybe you have never been born again (you have never received new life through Jesus Christ).  Get that settled right now.  That’s the first step.  Say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  I realize that Christ died for my sins, and right now I receive Him as my Savior and Lord,” and He will enter your life.  Tell us about your decision, and we’ll send you some free literature that will be most helpful.

Dear God, I pray for Your people that each one of us who has received Christ may allow the Spirit of God to search us out.  What is it, Lord, hindering a mighty work through us?  May we confess it to you in Jesus’ name.  And for those who need Christ, who have never trusted Him, Lord, I pray that just now they will open their hearts to Him and be born again through the power of the Holy Spirit.  I ask this in the wonderful and magnificent name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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