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Not An Easy Way

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
You may be one of many people who are in the midst of a very serious conflict of some kind.  Life to you may seem like nothing more than endless hopelessness.  It need not be this way.  There is something better.  May I encourage you to take a little test?  I will give you one word.  As soon as you hear this word, list the five words that come to your mind first that best describe the one I am going to give.  Are you ready?  Here is the word: Christian.  
I wish I could hear your five words.  Did you happen to say anything like “happiness,” “blessing,” “joy,” “provision,” “peace”?  If you did, you thought of only one side of the Christian life.  This is what we usually think being a Christian means.  Christianity is often considered as a way to experience an enjoyable life without hardships, sorrow, sickness, or anything we would not necessarily choose with everything being for our benefit and welfare.  Well I hope this hasn’t been your viewpoint, because this is a perverted view of what the Christian life is all about.

There is an experience portrayed repeatedly in both the Old and New Testaments that is basic if one is to be a fruitful and productive Christian.  That experience is sacrifice.  Regrettably, we don’t hear much about this these days.  There seems to be more of an emphasis on getting things from God than there is on giving ourselves to God.  Let’s consider the thought of sacrifice from the Bible for a few minutes.  First, I want you to think about Abraham.  Abraham had a son who was the apple of his eye.  It was his only son.  Abraham’s wife, Sarah, bore Isaac in her old age.  Isaac was to be Abraham’s heir to propagate his seed.  But one day, out of the clear blue, God said to Abraham, “I want you to take Isaac up to Mount Moriah (a three days’ journey), and I want you to sacrifice him to me.”  One would expect that Abraham would argue, saying, “Why, God, he is my only son!”  But there wasn’t a word of disagreement.  With perfect obedience, Abraham got his donkey ready, loaded it with wood, took Isaac, and they made the three day journey.  

Upon arrival at Mount Moriah, the son was tied, the wood was placed in order, the son was placed on the wood, and as Abraham lifted the knife in the air to sacrifice his son, God spoke, and said, Abraham, Abraham, . . . Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing that thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.  And then we read that Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns.  And Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.  

Now that was quite a price to pay to prove one’s faith in God, wasn’t it?  Let’s take a quick look at another servant of the Lord, by the name of Moses.  From infancy unto manhood, God provided for Moses in a marvelous way in a strange land called Egypt.  The day came when there had to be a showdown.  Moses had to decide to be loyal either to the Egyptians or to his own people, Israel.  If he were loyal to the Egyptians, he would have everything: position, influence, and wealth.  But look at the choice he made.  Let me read from Hebrews 11:24-27.  By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.  My! what a price Moses paid to walk with God.
And then there was Daniel who loved the Lord with all his heart.  If he had quit praying like the king ordered, everything would have run smoothly for Daniel.  But it was just as foolish to tell Daniel to stop praying as it would have been to tell him to stop eating.  He continued to pray, and as the result, landed in the lion’s den.  He refused to compromise, and thus he had to pay the price.  God did not deliver him from the lion’s den, but he delivered him in the lion’s den.  But overall, Daniel did not have an easy road.

And we mustn’t forget the apostle Paul, the mighty ambassador for Christ.  You might think life has been difficult for you.  Have you ever read what Paul went through for his loyalty to Christ?  Let me read 2 Corinthians 11:24-27, where Paul wrote, Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in peris in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In wariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  Most of us haven’t experienced one-tenth of what Paul went through.  And yet, what did he say about it all?  Here it is in Romans 8:18, For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  There is no comparison, says Paul, with what is yet to come in Jesus Christ.
My dear friend, have you been feeling sorry for yourself?  Have you felt that you are worse off than most people?  Maybe you have envied others who have the liberty of going and coming, and who have more than you have.  May I make a suggestion?  Don’t look at people.  Look at Jesus Christ.  What you are experiencing you are experiencing for Him.  If you love Him, this is true because we read in 1 Corinthians 10:31, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  Maybe you are suffering.  God knows all about it.  The Christian life is not all happiness, not all joy, not all laughter; but God is there just the same.  He hasn’t forgotten you.  Jesus said in Matthew 16:24, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  Cross-bearing is not easy.  It involves sacrifice.  Think about five other words that could describe the other side of the Christian life, like “hardship,” “endurance,” “pain,” “sorrow,” “confusion.”  That’s right!  These are all Christian experiences.   Study the word of God, you will find it to be true.

Maybe you have been expecting more in this life than God ever promised.  God says, I beseech you, Present your bodies a living sacrifice.  Trust God for all things.  He will not fail.  

And if you don’t know Jesus Christ, I urge you to bow your head and take Him into your life right now.  

Blessed God, I thank You for the hardships as well as the joys, because we learn so many lessons from the hardships that we can’t possibly find in the joys.  Mold us and make us what You would have us to be, to the end that the glory of Christ will shine forth through us.  For I ask in His Wonderful Name.  Amen.
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