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Why Ten Commandments?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
The ten commandments are not only a splendid pattern of truth, but a remarkable statement of what was involved in Old Testament righteousness.  The meaning of the ten commandments to us, however, might be different.

Occasionally I talk to people who expect to go to Heaven by keeping the ten commandments.  Rather proudly they say, “I feel that if I do what is right, and follow the ten commandments, God will accept me.”  Now this sounds reasonable to some, but the fallacy is that it does not stand the test of God’s word.  Be assured, there is nothing wrong with the ten commandments.  Certainly, God would have everyone keep the ten commandments.  We should have no other gods but the true God.  We are not to make any graven images of any kind.  We must never take the Lord’s name in vain.  Of course, we ought to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.  We must honor our father and mother.  We are not to kill, commit adultery, nor steal; nor are we to bear false witness, nor be guilty of covetousness.  We are to obey all the commandments.

But, realize, no one will ever go to Heaven by keeping the commandments.  “Well then,” you ask, “why were they given?  Is the Law to be used merely as a guide in our lives?”  Let me tell you why God gave the ten commandments.  The ten commandments which embody the Law of God were not given to relieve or release us from sin, but rather to reveal sin.  In order to better understand this, we might compare the Law of God to a mirror.  If I look into a mirror to see whether or not my hair is combed, the mirror reveals any derangement, but it does not comb my hair.  The mirror simply shows me what needs to be done, but the mirror cannot do it.  

One time a missionary took some mirrors to Africa.  The natives had never seen their faces except as reflected in the water of the lakes and streams.  When they heard about the mirrors, they all were eager to have one.  The princess of that tribe had often been told that she was the most beautiful woman in her tribe, and she desired a mirror so that she could admire her face.  When the missionary gave the princess the mirror, she went into her hut to take a long look, but she was not beautiful.  And when she saw what was reflected, her anger was uncontrollable.  She broke the mirror, sent the missionary away, and made a law that no mirrors could ever again be brought into the village.  The African princess hated the mirror because it revealed the truth about her image.  

The ten commandments were given by God to enable us to understand we have a sinful heart.  In Romans 7:7, Paul says, What shall we say then? Is the law sin?  God forbid.  Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.  In the third chapter of this same epistle, verse 19, we read:  Now we know that what things so ever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  The fact of the matter is that no human has ever completely kept the ten commandments.  This is why no one will ever go to Heaven by keeping the commandments.  Thus, if salvation were to depend on the keeping of the commandments, every human born into this world would ultimately be consigned to hell.  
Since the ten commandments do not provide a means of salvation, there must be another way; and indeed there is.  In Galatians 3:24 we read, Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  In other words, God gave us the ten commandments in order that we might see how far we have fallen short of the righteousness of God, and at the same time realize our need for coming to Him in the manner in which He has proscribed in His word:  by faith.  

Faith in what?  Faith in whom?  Faith in Jesus Christ.  Consider Romans 8:3, For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.  The Law cannot save us because we have broken the Law.  God (seeing our plight) on the other hand, sent His beloved Son who is perfect in righteousness to die for our sins (not His sin, but ours).  Christ fulfilled all the demands of the Law perfectly.  If anyone deserved to be saved for the keeping of the Law, it was Jesus Christ.  Yet He bore the judgment inflicted by the Law, that you and I might be saved.  Be assured, salvation is not by keeping the Law or doing good works.  It is not by kindness, nor benevolence to others.  It is not by church-going.  It is not by morality.  It is by belief in the Son of God: Jesus Christ.

Now, of course, if one believes in Christ, certain changes will become obvious:  We will be kind.  We will be in the house of God when the doors are opened for worship.  We will walk with the Lord in the strength of Christ.  Good works will be obvious; but none of these things become meaningful until we do what God desires that we do first of all.  And that is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  God makes this completely clear in Galatians 2:16.  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  Did you notice that last statement?  By the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  In other words, it is impossible to be saved by the keeping of the Law.  But as God says in this verse, we are justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the Law.  

I wonder if you have come to Jesus Christ for salvation.  Friend, do not trust in yourself – for you are sinful by nature.   There is no sin in Heaven, and until you are forgiven of your sins through Christ, you cannot go to Heaven.  A man 78 years of age gave this testimony.  “I was converted only about two years ago.  Oh, how wonderful it is to be a Christian.  It changes your whole life.  I am so thankful that I walked out of the wilderness into the sunshine.  The sunshine is so much brighter.”  Well, how about you?  Have you ever walked out of the wilderness into the sunshine?  Have you entered into the joy of living which God has provided in the Person of His Son, Jesus Christ?  Have you had a personal experience with Christ?  Have you invited Him into your life?  Oh, if not, may I urge you to make your decision at this moment.  God is ready.  He has been ready for a long time, but possibly you have been too busy.  Take time, right now, to think about that which is of greatest importance.  Open your heart to Jesus Christ at this moment, for be assured there is no other Way of salvation.  Only Christ the Son of God can save.
How I thank You, God, for the Lord Jesus.  I praise You that You so loved us that You sent Christ to die for us.  I am thankful, too, that He lives today.  I know He desires to live in the hearts of everyone.  May some receive Him, just now.  For I pray in His Name.  Amen.
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