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Why Don’t We Witness? (Part 1)                  Dr. J. Allen Blair
Witnessing to others about the saving grace of Jesus Christ seems to be a weak spot in many Christian lives.  These people may read their Bibles and pray, go to church, attend Bible classes, and so on; but they rarely tell lost souls about Christ who can save.  Why not?

Every day, thousands of souls around the world slip into a horrible indescribable place of suffering and shame spoken of in the Bible as hell.  What are the reasons for this tragic and disturbing fact?  Well some believers would place all the blame on the current lifestyle as the cause:  lose morals, uncontrolled sex, free love, alcohol, drugs, divorces, dishonesty, cheating, and many other things so prevalent in our day.  Divers other reasons are given.  But as far as I am concerned, there is one reason that stands out above them all.  It is simply that Christians are selfish.  They have received the light of the gospel of Christ, but they are unwilling to share it with others.  There are six words in Psalm 142 that pierce my heart like a knife every time I read them.  They are found in verse four:  no man cared for my soul.  We would be absolutely honest in writing these words on the foreheads of millions of lives in the world today.  “No man cared for my soul.”  

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, doubtless it is because somebody cared for you; and because of their love and concern, you heard the gospel and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ.  But few Christians really care today.  They are more interested in business, television, money-making, good times, hobbies, and many other things.  I found that one of the most difficult tasks in my entire ministry while pastoring a church was that of trying to get God’s people to tell others about Jesus Christ.  I didn’t find it too difficult to get people to come to church.  Nor was it a problem to get most of them active in the program of the church.  Likewise, in the course of my ministry, even finances were not a problem in the churches I served (after the people really got right with the Lord).  But, I tell you, to get men and women and young people on fire for the Lord, seeking to tell others about Jesus Christ seemed to be an endless problem.  And why was it?  Because we love ourselves and our own interests more than we love God.  We can offer all the excuses we like, but this is the basic reason.  We are selfish.  And until we get victory over our selves, we shall never have love for the souls of people.  

Jesus made it clear in Matthew 16:24.  He said, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  We shall never really take up the cross and follow Jesus, be a testimony for Him, until we deny ourselves.  Try as you may, there is no better way to bear the cross than by means of death to yourself.  If you want to know whether or not you are dead to yourself, just examine your own heart.  How many people have you witnessed to during the past week?  This will tell you whether or not you are living for yourself, or living for the Lord Jesus Christ.

I had a meeting in a Bible college.  When the invitation was given for any present who would like to receive Christ, among those who came was a young sailor.  After the counselors talked with him, I talked with him and asked how he happened to come to the meeting.  “Mr. Ellis brought me,” was his reply.  At that moment, Mr. Ellis stepped up – a fine-looking young fellow about 35 years of age, his face beaming with the joy of the Lord.  Mr. Ellis was in the city on business.  His home was in Texas.  He had only been saved seven months.  He heard about our meeting, and rather than come alone he brought the sailor whom he had met during the day.  Mr. Ellis had attended church all his life – a church where the gospel was not preached.  He drank and caroused, but always went to church Sunday morning.  He heard a little sermonette that neither did him any good or any harm.  But through a strange providence of the Lord, he came to know Jesus Christ.  And as he told me that night, “I have wasted so many years for my self, I want to make the remaining years count for Jesus Christ.”  This young fellow was using every opportunity God gave him to witness to the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  It mattered not who it was:  friends, business associates, strangers.  He witnessed.  Why?  Victory had been achieved over selfishness.  His life had been surrendered to God, and the Lord was using this businessman to do a far greater job than many preachers and Sunday school teachers.  He was on fire for God.  He had received of the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  
God says in His word, in Acts 1:8, Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you, and ye shall be witnesses unto me.  The three go together:  power, the Holy Ghost, witnesses.  No one is filled with power unless he is filled with the Holy Spirit.  No one is a witness unless he is filled with the Holy Spirit.  Soul-winning:  What is it?  God witnessing through us:  The transformed life; the surrendered life; the yielded heart; no longer living for self, but controlled by Almighty God.  And, you may be sure, any life that is controlled by God will be a witnessing life.  The great trouble with Christians today is that we are drinking in and taking in, but never giving out.  Such an experience can only lead to spiritual hopelessness.  Inhale only for ten minutes and you will be dead.  Too many Christians have been inhaling God’s riches and grace for years, and there they stop.  They are dead spiritually.  They have no vision.  They are taking in, but not giving out.  
Friend, let the Spirit of God get hold of you today.  Become a witness for Jesus Christ.  Souls all around you are dying in sin and going to hell.  You possess the only answer for hope.  Don’t keep it to yourself.  Tell it out.  Jesus said, I am the way, the truth, the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  People are deceived and deluded.  Some think they are going to get to Heaven because they say, “I keep the ten commandments.”  Others say, “I’ve been baptized.”  Others say, “I belong to a church,” and so on.  That’s no way of salvation.  Jesus is the way.  And so we must go to these people and tell them about the Son of God: Jesus Christ.
O I pray that you’ll speak out for Him.  And if you are one who is lost who has never yet received Christ, do something about it before it is too late.  Right now, bow your head and receive Christ.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins, and you want Him to save you.  He will do it.  Let Him work in your life.  

Blessed Lord, get hold of us, I pray.  Compel us to follow You in a life of full surrender and commitment; that we might be Your ambassadors.  Don’t let us continue in the way of the flesh.  May the Holy Spirit take full and complete control, I pray.  For I ask it in the Name and for the sake of Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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