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    The Way To Usefulness

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Hello, friend, this is Glad Tidings and I am delighted that you have tuned our way.  What would you say is one of the worst hindrances to Christian usefulness?  Well, I will tell you what I think it is in just a few minutes.  Please stay with us and let’s see if we agree.

In Genesis, chapter 41, we are told of Pharaoh honoring Joseph by making him the ruler over the empire.  No one other than the king himself was above Joseph in authority.  But notice what is said in verse 43.  Pharaoh made him to ride in the second chariot.  Now, of course, this is understandable.  The king, by virtue of his position, was to ride in the first chariot.  And since Joseph was second in command, his was the second chariot.  Doubtless you realize that in most of our churches, there are some ambitious people who do not ride very well in the second chariot.  Their estimation of themselves is that they are well-worthy of the first chariot.  Usually, they will use any means possible to stay in or get into the first chariot.  People may be offended.  Feelings may get hurt.  The fellowship of God’s people might be divided.  But that is of little consequence to them.  They are concerned about their own interests only.  

All we need to do is look around us and we shall see that the men and women that God is using effectually are those who exemplify the humility of Jesus Christ.  They don’t care what chariot they ride in, just so Christ is lifted up.  Because Jesus Christ is Lord in their lives, they are not interested in self-gratification.  Their earnest ambition is to honor the Lord.  They can say, with John, He must increase, but I must decrease.
One of the finest descriptions I have ever seen of true humility was written by Andrew Murray.  Let me read it.  “Humility is perfect quietness of heart.  It is for me to have no trouble, never to be fretted or vexed, or irritated, or sore, or disappointed.  It is to expect nothing or to wonder at nothing that is done to me; to feel nothing done against me.  It is to be at rest when nobody praises me, and when I am blamed or despised.  It is to have a blessed home in the Lord where I can go and shut the door and kneel to my Father in secret, and am at peace (as in a deep sea of calmness) when all around and above is trouble.  It is the fruit of the Lord Jesus Christ’s redemptive work on Calvary’s cross manifest in those of His own who are definitely subjected to the Holy Spirit.”  My! this is so very worthwhile.  I wonder how much of it describes us.  Are we proud and egotistical – loving the praise of men?  Are we oversensitive when people say things that do not please us?  Are we easily offended?  Or is the humility of Christ truly at work within us?

Notice some interesting things Paul has written along this line in Romans 12.  First, verse 3, For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  Do we have a false opinion of ourselves, thinking we are something that we are not?  Is spiritual pride a problem?  In verse 10, he says, Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another.  Do we rejoice when someone gets the credit for an achievement other than ourselves?  Does it delight us when a Christian brother or sister receives a special honor, or does jealousy come to the front with the feeling of “What about me?  Look what I’ve done.  I deserve to be recognized, too.”
Verse 16 tells us that we are to Be of the same mind one toward another.  Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate.  Be not wise in your own conceits.  Never should we harbor ill feelings when our neighbor receives special recognition.  We are to rejoice as though we received the honor.  This, friends, is true humility.  God says in Philippians 2:5, Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.  As our Lord humbled Himself, so we are to humble ourselves in His sight.

A Christian couple was being shown around Westminster Abbey.  Having just had various tombs pointed out to them, the wife asked, “What tomb is most asked for, other than that of the Unknown Soldier?”  “The tomb of David Livingstone,” was the guide’s reply.  David Livingstone, though unknown to many people, was the pioneer missionary who sought to bury himself in Africa to reach the unreached for Christ.  And yet now he is recognized among Britain’s most famous of men.  Indeed, the last shall be first.  God loves the humble, you see.  We don’t advance spiritually by climbing up.  Actually it is by going down.  God says in Luke 14:11, Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.  It is the humble man whom God lifts up – not the one who is loud, proud, and inconsiderate.  

One time someone said to J. Hudson Taylor (the founder of the China Inland Mission).  You must be tempted at times to be proud because of the wonderful way God has used you.  I doubt if any man living has had greater honor than you’ve had.  “On the contrary,” was Mr. Taylor’s reply.  “I often think that God must have been looking for someone small enough and weak enough for Him to use, and He found me.”  Small enough and weak enough: that’s something to think about, isn’t it?  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 3:5, Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God.  Let’s not forget where our sufficiency is.  It is in God, not in our abilities, our money, our education; but in God only.  Thus we must depend on Him for everything, while giving Him all praise for what He is doing in us and through us.  

Now, if you are one who has never received the Lord Jesus into your life, God desires that you receive Him.  Jesus is meek and lowly, and such characteristics can be known in you as you know Him.  If you have never receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, I invite you to do it right now.  For without Him you can never know God.  Just simply bow your head, and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I know too that you died for my sins on the cross.  And when you shed your blood on the cross, I know that that blood was shed for my sins.”  God will respond to your prayer right now, friend.  Just say, “Jesus, come into my life and enable me to walk with you.”  And He will do that.  He loves you.  He proved His love when He went to Calvary.  He has followed you for a number of years on this earth.  You’ve done some things that have displeased Him, but He has waited.  He is waiting for this time when you will say, “Jesus, come into my life and lead me.”  Do it right now.
Blessed Lord, deliver us from the pride of the flesh, I pray.  We need Your power, and not our own.  May the Lord Jesus be Lord of all in us as we give Him the preeminence in everything.  I pray this for His glory.  Amen.
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