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Who Is To Blame?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
We hear some pretty harsh criticisms of our young people these days because of their immorality, drinking, and drugs.  And certainly some of them (not all of them) are in a pretty sorry state.  Before we condemn young people, let’s ask a question.  Who is to blame for all this mess?

Frequently I hear people lamenting the moral degeneracy existing among young people in our day.  “Isn’t it terrible,” they say, “how the young people are living?”  And when you read the newspapers and look around in your own neighborhood, and maybe right in your own home, I am sure you will agree with me that many of the things we see are extremely distressing.  But did you ever stop to realize that much of that which is being practiced by our young people today is the result of our failure to properly train them in our homes and in our churches a few years ago?  
Several decades ago, liberalism found its way into our churches because it first found its way into our homes.  The Bible was ignored.  Man was glorified.  Christ was crucified.  Now we are reaping the results.  What we are seeing in the lives of many of our young people today is purely an enlarged edition of what we were.  How many of you parents listening to me have broken hearts because of what has befallen your children?  But let me ask, did you always live a godly example before them?  Were they challenged and impressed by your walk with the Lord Jesus Christ, and your consistent holy living?  Was the Bible respected and honored in your home?  Did you go to Sunday school and church with your young people?  Did you really lead them in the way of the Lord?  Well, some of you did not.  Now you are demanding a miracle.  You have broken the law and you are looking for someone to do the impossible. 

God declared many years ago in His word, in Deuteronomy 6:6-7, And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  Here we are told to get God’s word in our heart.  Now what does this mean?  First of all, we must be born again.  We must know the Lord if we are to be the right kind of parents.  Then the word is to be brought into the home, and our children are to be reared in the truth of God.  The Lord gives us a blessed promise in Proverbs 22:6, where He says, Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  Now if you are faithful in training your child in the things of God, the Lord tells us that your son or daughter will continue to walk in God-ordained paths. 

To train your child, of course, is more than teaching him by word of mouth; it is showing him by your life.  Children are imitators, you see.  I have found so often that I need not  be around a child very long without having a pretty good idea of what his parents are like.  Children imitate their parents in so many ways.  If their parents are not spiritual, if they are not interested in the church and its program, the children are usually the same.  If the parents have a nominal interest in the word of God and the things of God, the children are like them.  Now I realize there are exceptions.  In fact, I am thinking of a young lady who loves the Lord with all her heart.  She has experienced a real conversion, but her mother and father are completely indifferent to the claims of Christ.  But this is the exception, not the rule.  If parents are worldly (even though they may be church members), usually you can expect no more out of their children.  
In a certain church, the Sunday school superintendent and the adult Bible class teacher felt that they were within their rights when they went with their wives to an occasional dance where they mingled with their social equals in quite respectable associations.  In another place (a popular dance hall), certain young people of the church were also to be found, often exposing themselves to evil associations thereby.  The pastor was concerned, but when he warned his young people, they pointed to the superintendent and teacher as good Christian workers who saw no harm in dancing.  The pastor took the two men aside, one day, and put the situation before them.  And to their credit, both agreed that if their example imperiled the spiritual lives of some of the young people, they would cease attending dances.  Well, I admire these men for facing up to the issue and doing something about it.  But you know as well as I that there are many in our churches today who have their name on the roll and are active – some are board members – yet they give no regard whatsoever to the places they go, or the practices in which they participate.  Little do they realize that they are helping to produce many of the sorrowful and regretful conditions that exist among young people today.

Some of us who are parents need to wake up.  If we who are in the church would admit our guilt and humble ourselves in the sight of God, I believe that we could have a great revival that could draw many thousands to God.  But we who profess to be followers of Christ have done such a miserable and wretched job of following Christ that we can’t expect too much from our young people.  

You who are young parents with small children in the home, please do not duplicate this mistake.  Be sure you have Jesus Christ in your heart and in your home.  Make your home truly a Christian home with Christ as the head of the house.  Be sure you are taking your children to a Bible-teaching church where they hear more than pleasant stories of moral interest in Sunday school.  Take them to a Sunday school where they will be taught in the word of God, for after all it is God’s word that helps to keep us from sin.  That’s what David said, isn’t it?  Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to the word of God.  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.  
And you, mother and father, be sure you are hiding God’s word in your heart.  Be sure you are in a church where you are being built up in the word of God, where week-by-week because of the Bible-teaching ministry, you are learning more and more about God’s word so that you can put it into practice in your life.  Some of the ministers in our pulpits today do not believe the Bible to be the inspired word of God – that’s why they do not teach the Bible.  Be sure, too, that you are using the word of God in your home.  Take time to meet God each day in the word.  Read God’s word and pray.  
Maybe you are not sure of your salvation.  Do you really know Christ?  If there are any doubts whatsoever, right now invite Him to come into your life.  With a willingness to turn from your sin, trust Christ as your Lord.

Father, as I think of this vast listening audience, I pray for those who are making decisions at this moment to receive Jesus Christ.  This is such an important step in life.  In fact, nothing is of greater importance.  May your blessing rest upon each one who is coming to You.  Help mothers and fathers who know You to glorify You in the home among those who are in the family.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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