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       God’s Answer to Chaos

              Dr. J. Allen Blair
With all the killings taking place these days, one wonders what the future holds.  Well, in a sense, the outlook does not look too good; but in another sense, it is definitely encouraging.  I hope you will stay for the rest, because I want to tell you how you can find security regardless of what happens.

Winston Churchill made the statement that “a tormented mankind stands uncertainly poised between catastrophe and a glowing future.”  Now these words (though spoken a number of years ago) are unquestionably true in our day.  As we turn to the word of God, we find them to be even more true.  The Bible teaches that even though the future offers catastrophe, yet there is also a glowing future.  There are two words that describe these two conditions:  judgment and prosperity.  The Bible teaches that both are yet to come.

Consider with me two verses from the second chapter of the prophecy of Haggai which clearly portray this fact (verses 6-7).   For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land; And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts.  Here we see both judgment and prosperity.  The judgment is recognized in the shaking of the heavens, the earth, the sea, the dry land, and the nations.  The prosperity is seen in the coming of the desired of all nations to fill this house with glory.  Now there are many other verses in the Bible that present the same truths.  
The age in which you and I are living will be concluded by severe judgment in a period known as the Great Tribulation period.  Because man has lived for himself and the flesh, and failed to receive Christ, he must be judged.  The evidences all around tell us that the judgment is near.  God is still pleading with the unsaved through his servants to turn from their sin to Christ; but thousands refuse to listen, as they go on in their own willful way rebelling against God.  Little do they realize that they are hastening to the judgment of God.  The only way to escape this judgment is to trust in Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  
Consider a few of the signs the Bible mentions that will mark the last days immediately preceding judgment.  In Matthew 24, beginning with verse 6, Jesus said, And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows.  The incidents described here do not mark the end, but as God says they are the beginning of sorrows.  The worst is yet to come.  There will be seven terrible years of tribulation on the earth.  Blood will flow in the streets.  God says, when you see the wars, famines, and earthquakes, you had better look up, for the time is drawing near when this judgment will begin.

The phrase rumours of wars, as used here, is really “talk of war.”  War is in the minds and on the lips of people all around the world.  Our newspapers are filled with news about the possibility of war.  Wars will be intensified as we draw nearer to the judgment of God.  For many years the word “war” has appeared on the front pages of our newspapers everyday.  It is impossible to turn on a newscast without hearing something about a war some place.  There shall be talk about war, but the end is not yet, God says.  This is a sign to remind the unsaved to repent and to get right with God. 

Now look at another passage, Luke 21 beginning with verse 25.  And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.  This is descriptive of our present generation: distress of nations, perplexity, men’s hearts failing them for fear.  How fearful people are today!  Someone has said that the real haunted house today is inside the empty heart of modern man.  Distressed and distraught with fear, more and more people are becoming neurotic.  
In the light of impending judgment, what can one do?  The best thing and the only thing to do is to get right with God.  Take Christ into your life because in Him you will have security.  The body may be blown to bits, but the soul will go immediately to be with Jesus Christ.  No one can destroy the soul.  And whatever the circumstances may be, the true believer will be kept in peace; for God promises in Isaiah 26:3 that he will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee (or, “on Him”).  Now if you do not know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, I urge you to recognize Him as your very own by inviting Him to come into your life.  Time is running out.  Now is the time to claim Christ as your Savior and Lord, and commit your life to Him completely.  He is the only one who can satisfy your every need.

But lets take a brief look at the other side of the picture.  In this passage in Haggai 2:7, God says, the desire of all nations shall come.  Who is the desire of all nations?  It is Jesus Christ who will return to this earth to usher in one thousand years of peace and prosperity such as has never been known by mankind.  As King of kings, and Lord of lords, every knee will bow, and confess him as Lord of all.  There will be no crime, no rebellion, no murder, no adultery, no drugs, no alcohol, no abortions.  Everybody will obey Jesus Christ and walk in a life of obedience to Him.  This thousand-year period will be a reign of peace, the Bible says.  There will not be the sound of a gun in a thousand years.  There will be no strife of any kind.  Christ will be the Ruler.  Be assured, dear friend, the Lord Jesus Christ is coming back as He said in John 14:3 – If I go, I will come again.  Nineteen hundred years have passed, and He has not returned yet.  But  assuredly, the word of God will be fulfilled.  As prophesied throughout the Bible, Christ will return to rule and reign on the earth.
We read in Hebrews 10:37, For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come; and will not tarry.  Let me ask, will the Lord Jesus return to be your Savior or your Judge?  What is your attitude toward Jesus Christ at this moment?  Do you know Him as your Savior and Lord?  If you have never made a decision to receive Jesus Christ the Son of God into your heart and life, do so immediately.  Time is passing swiftly.  Soon the Lord will come as He has stated in His word.  Will you be ready to meet Him?  You can be ready only as you know Him as your Savior from sin.  Do not delay; for delay may mean disaster.  

During a visit in South America, I discovered that there is a word very popular in that part of the country: manana.  When someone asked the late emperor of Brazil how he explained the backwardness of his country, he said it was due to “manana.”  And what does this mean?  Tomorrow.  Find people ever saying “manana,” and you will find the people who are really saying there is no hurry . . . let it wait . . . there is plenty of time.  Thus you find degeneracy, decay, and death.  There is no such day as tomorrow.  Tomorrow does not exist.  If it comes, it will be today.  This is why it is important that you decide for Jesus Christ.  Right now, wherever you are, invite the Savior to enter your life; and He will come in and cleanse you from all sin.
Father God, use Your word in our lives, I pray.  Strengthen us that we may walk in the light as you are in the light.  For I pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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