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Are We Afraid?

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
What does your faith in Christ mean to you?  Is it too sacred to talk about?  If it is, then there is something wrong with your faith.  Our faith is not something to hide away in our heart, but something to proclaim from the housetops.

Someone tells of his visit to a lighthouse.  “Are you not afraid to live here?” he asked the keeper.  “Not at all,” was his reply, “We never think of ourselves.”  “Never think of yourselves?  How is that?” asked the visitor.  The reply was a good one, “We know that we are perfectly safe.  And we only think of having our lamps burning brightly, and keeping the reflectors clear, that those in danger may be saved.”

We who are believers in Jesus Christ are safe in a house built on a Rock, which cannot be harmed by the wildest storms.  In a spirit of love, devoid of selfishness, we should keep our light shining brightly for Christ; that those all around, struggling in the sea of sin, might find peace in the only harbor of safety: Christ Jesus.  

If you are a believer, have you turned your life over to the Lord completely, or is “self” preventing your usefulness for Him?  Are you so busy living for your own interests that you have no time to invest in the spiritual welfare of others?  If so, you are mastered by the self-life.  Are you afraid of what people might say or think about you if you witness for Christ?  You say you are shy, but actually you are more concerned about yourself than the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Think about these words penned by Evelyn Gibson.  

Am I emptied, Lord, of self?

Search this sinful heart of mine;

Bring the hidden secrets out,

To the view of love divine.
Probe my motives, thoughts and plans,

Attitudes, and loves, and will;

Until I see as Thou doest see,

Self poured out so Thou canst fill.

Fill with love, thus Thou canst bless
Others through this house of clay;
Yielded, fruitful, in Thy will, 

Following in Thy perfect way.

Let me offer a word of caution:  Never expect that witnessing to others about Christ will become easy.  For most of us, it is probably the most difficult work God asks us to do.  This is understandable, however, for the devil opposes it bitterly.  He is against anything good.  He strikes hardest and most effectively at the forces which provide the greatest threat to His cause.  Thus the believer who commits fully to Christ and vows to be a faithful witness at the same time summons the devil to a life and death conflict.  To be sure, the devil will accept the challenge.  He will discourage you, rebuke you, and on occasion embarrass you.  If you don’t keep your eyes fixed on Christ, you will soon give up.  May God convict each of us who is a believer for failing to really go all out to seek to win the unsaved to Christ.  All around us there are men and women, and boys and girls, sinking in the mire of sin.  They are in need of a Savior – the only Savior: Christ Jesus.

May God awaken us to our supreme responsibility!  We read in 1 Thessalonians 5:6, Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  And in Romans 13:11, And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep.  On every hand, thousands of people are perishing without Christ while we Christians sleep indifferent to their need.
An evangelist tells of holding meetings in a Pennsylvania town.  During the course of the meetings the whole town was shaken by the shocking news of a brutal murder.  It was only a matter of hours when the murderer was apprehended.  He happened to be a young man who formerly lived next to the pastor of the church.  The evangelist and the pastor obtained permission to visit with the murderer in his prison cell.  The evangelist was an ex-convict (having been converted while in prison).  He told the young man the story of his past and how the Lord Jesus had forgiven his sin and transformed his life.  The two men were successful in leading the murderer to Christ, but just before they left the new convert said to the pastor, sadly, “To think that I lived next door to you for months and you never told me anything about Jesus until I came here.  If only you had, I probably never would have become a murderer.”  
How do you think that pastor felt?  How would we have felt?  Doubtless we would have hung our heads in shame.  But could it be that friends and associates and possibly even members of your own families have been waiting for a personal word from us?  They may know the plan of salvation, but they are waiting for you and me to invite them to Christ.  Wouldn’t it be a thrill to have friends and loved ones come to us in Heaven and say, “I am here because of you.”?  What greater deed could be done for anyone than that of leading him to the Savior?  Oh, be a witness for God!   Don’t delay any longer.  Get started today if you have been neglecting this privilege God has given each of us who has trusted in His Son.

If you have no message for God, possibly you have no Savior.  That’s why I invite you to turn to Christ at this moment, and become a child of God by believing on the Lord Jesus.

Father, give us a holy concern to share our faith with those who need new life.  We confess our failure and weakness; but in Your great and mighty strength, we go forth to conquer.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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