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      The Wonderful Book

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
There is no book so profound as the word of God – the Bible.  It gives a rundown on most all of the problems you and I face.  But not only that, it provides the solutions.  If you are not a habitual reader of the Scriptures, I suggest that you give it a try.  I think you will like it.

Many years ago, Robert Ingersoll held up a copy of the Bible and said, “In 15 years, I’ll have this book in the morgue.”  Fifteen years rolled by.  Ingersoll was in the morgue, and the Bible remained.  Voltaire once said, “In 100 years, the Bible will be an outmoded and forgotten book to be found only in museums.”  After the 100 years were up, Voltaire’s house was owned and being used by the Geneva Bible Society to print Bibles, while 92 volumes of Voltaire’s works (a part of the library of the Earl of Derby) were sold for $2.00.  

Who could begin to number the attacks that have been made on the Bible, but throughout the Scriptures, it still stands as the infallible truth of God.  In fact, it will always stand.  The Lord Jesus declared in Matthew 24:35, Heaven and earth shall pass a way, but my words shall not pass away.  Since this is a Book of endless duration, those who love Jesus Christ and follow Him should study it.  God says in 2 Timothy 2:15, Study to shew thyself approved unto God.  Now “study” is more than a hasty reading.  We are to give time to the careful perusal of the truths of the word so that we might be strengthened and sustained for our walk in the Lord.

It was Luther who said “The Holy Scriptures are to believing souls what the meadow is to the ox, what the home is to the man, what the nest is to the bird, the stream to the fish, and the crest of the rock to the sea foul.”  Well, what Luther said is so true.  For the Bible is this and much more.  

The Bible is medicine to the sin sick soul, a balm to the weary, a song to the sad, a constant companion to the lonely, a staff to the weak, a light in the midst of darkness, a faithful friend in sorrow, a guide to the lost, a banquet to the hungry, a well to the thirsty, a drier of tears, a cleanser of hearts, hope for the hopeless, help for the helpless, a tonic for the tired, a blessing for the bereaved.  It is refreshment for the restless, an anchor for those in a storm, a compass on the ocean, a guidepost to the traveler, a strong voice against sin.  It is the devil’s greatest foe, the sinner’s greatest terror, the penitent’s greatest friend, the guaranteer of victory.  Of all, it is the revealer of God’s Son: God’s greatest and grandest gift to men.  Furthermore, it is the revealer of man’s fall and failure; the revealer of the unfailing remedy for the regeneration of man; the best assurer of eternal happiness to all who truthfully belong to God and His beloved Son.

Are you taking the time you should to study the word of God, to get it into your heart, to memorize it?  There is nothing that should take precedence over the Bible as far as the believer is concerned.  No newspaper, magazine or book is more important than the Bible.  Leland Wang coined the expression, “No Bible, no breakfast.”  He fed his soul each morning before he fed his body.  This is a worthy practice.  Jeremiah declared, Thy words were found, and I did eat them, and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.  The word of God will provide joy and rejoicing for your heart, if you will take the necessary time to search the Scriptures to get God’s message for you personally.  Ninety-nine out of one hundred Christians are merely playing at Bible study.  The result is a sad lack of Bible knowledge among those who say they belong to Christ.  Many Christians are active and on the go constantly in their service for Christ, but they are neglecting to get the needed spiritual strength from the word to energize them for their labors.  
I heard about a humble villager in Eastern Poland who received a Bible from a coal porter who visited his hamlet a few years before WWII.  He read it, was converted, and passed it on to others.  Through that one Bible, 200 people became believers.  When the coal porter (Michael Billister) revisited the town in the summer of 1940, the group gathered to worship and listen to his preaching.  Billister suggested that instead of giving the customary testimonies they all recite verses.  A man arose and asked, “Perhaps we have misunderstood.  Do you mean verses or chapters?”  “Do you mean to say that there are people here who can recite chapters of the Bible?” asked Mr. Billister in astonishment.  
The villagers had memorized not only chapters, but whole books of the Bible.  Thirteen knew Matthew, Luke and half of Genesis.  One had committed the Psalms to memory.  Together the 200 almost knew the entire Bible.  Passed around from family to family and brought to the gathering on Sundays, the old book had become so worn that its pages were hardly legible.  Well when we hear of situations like this, it puts us to shame, doesn’t it?  We spend so little time in the Book of books.  Few of us ever invest time to memorize passages from the word of God.  How much happier we would be.  How much greater the solace would be in times of stress and storm if only we knew the word of God.
Let me challenge you to take a definite time each day to study God’s word.  Let nothing interfere.  Reserve this time to meet God, and ask Him to minister to your heart’s need through His inspired truth.  Paul wrote in Colossians 3:16, Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.  Take time to get hold of the word and you will thrill at the discovery of the hidden treasures you have never seen.  By reading three chapters a day and five on Sunday, you can read the Bible through in a year.  Why not get started today and read God’s word through in the coming year?  You will be ever-grateful for this wonderful experience.  

Of course, to have an understanding of the Bible, one must know Christ as Savior and Lord.  Maybe you are wondering how one comes to know Christ.  Well, the Bible makes it clear.  Paul said in Acts 16:31, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  To believe is to sincerely invite Christ into your life, while humbly confessing your sinfulness to Him.  He paid the price you could not pay.  He died that you might live.  Just now, receive Him as your Savior and Lord.  

Blessed God, I thank You for Your eternal word and what it has meant to me personally.  I pray for those who have been missing out on this spiritual treat on a daily basis, that they may recognize their need and get into the word.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen.
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