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God Gives It All

          Dr. J. Allen Blair
I want to speak about a subject today that many of our pastors avoid.  I can’t understand why they do, because Jesus spoke about this more than many of the other things He talked about.  

Many years ago, the writer of the book of Proverbs wrote (in chapter 3, verses 9-10), Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine increase.  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.  Here is a principle that after thousands of years still holds good.  When God is given the priority in all of our financial arrangements, the end result will always be satisfactory.  Many people are in a financial bind simply because they have not granted Jesus Christ the privilege of being their financier.  Some of these people are making the mistake of living beyond their income.  When this is done, there is never any question as to the outcome.  But if one knows the Lord, and honors Him in his giving, God’s blessing will be abundant.  It has been said, “If you want to be rich, give; if you want to be poor, grasp; if you want abundance, scatter; if you want to be needy, hoard.”  Doubtless there are some who would question the first of these:  If you want to be rich, give.  They labor under the premise that if you want to be rich, you should ‘get,’ not ‘give.’  But such an idea is totally adverse to the truth of Scripture.  Recall what Jesus said in Luke 6:38, Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.  Does this seem foolish to you?  If it does, probably it is because you have never really tried it.

The place to begin in our giving is to present ourselves to Jesus completely.  When He becomes Lord of all, it will be a joy to honor Him with our finances.   No longer will all our money be spent on ourselves.  Recognizing that everything belongs to Him, we shall remember Him with the first fruits.  His portion will be removed first to help advance the gospel.  When this is done, we are assured that all of our needs will be met.  My wife and I have practiced this for all of our married life.  Never once has God failed us.  As our needs arose, we turned them over to the Lord, and He always provided.  It should be understood, however, that because we honor the Lord in our giving is no assurance that we shall become wealthy.  You see, God has not promised wealth.  

Of course, some of God’s people are wealthy – but this is by grace, and not necessarily by divine promise.  Though the Scriptural promise is limited to our needs, God’s mercy often goes far beyond.  When He is honored, there is no limit to His provision.  After a lifetime of trusting the Lord, David declared, I have been young, and now I am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, or his seed begging bread.  

Have you ever wondered why the Lord permits some of His people to become wealthy while others have a constant struggle?  Well, my answer is that most believers wouldn’t know how to live with plenty of money.  It has been said that when Christians begin to make money, God either gains a fortune or loses a man.  Most of us know some of those who have lost their usefulness for the Lord simply because they became rich.  They were not able to handle the increase.  They became proud and selfish.  Foreseeing this, the Lord preserves His obedient children from this calamity.  But this is not reason for us to excuse ourselves and say, “Because I don’t have much I can’t give much.”  Such an attitude rules out faith altogether.  I have heard some people say, “If I had a thousand dollars I would give it all to God’s work.”  Well this sounds very well, but the question is not what would you do with what you don’t have, but what are you doing with what you do have?  It is not what you’d do with a million, if a million should ere be your lot; but what are you doing at present, with the dollar and quarter you’ve got?
Consider the fact:  If you know and love the Lord, you are in a very real sense an extremely wealthy person.  There are many rich people (judged by worldly standards) who do not know the Lord.  Actually, they are not really rich.  For they only have money.  They have missed the best thing in life completely.  

Missionaries tell of visiting an African village where their attention was drawn to one of the believers.  They recalled from the past that before he was saved he had been a very wealthy slave trader.  Now, he was dressed poorly.  In talking with him, one of the missionaries mentioned the contrast between his former riches and his present condition of near poverty, and asked if he was not sorry.  He became rather indignant as he replied promptly, “My treasure is in Heaven.  It is true in those days I had wealth, power and honor, but now I have the Lord.”  Well, when we have the Lord and allow Him to have the preeminence in everything, money matters will be of little consequence.  One of these days we are going to die.  At that time, our money will be of no value to us whatsoever.  The Bible says, We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  

Actually, since God owns everything, we have no claim to anything.  Someone might disagree and ask, “Don’t we have a right to what we have earned?”  Well, we must realize that when a farmer plants seed, it is in God’s soil.  And what about the seed?  Doesn’t it have life that only God can give?  The rain and the sunshine, aren’t they God’s gifts?  I know it is true we cultivate the crops, we mine and mold the metals, we harness the electric power; but all of these are really God’s gifts for our use for His purposes.  Our money, our possessions, our very lives, are given to us in trust to be used for the glory of God – not to be squandered or used anyway we choose.  They are not really ours; they are His.  We must treat them as such, for one of these days every one of us will come to a time of accounting with God.  Now is the time to honor the Lord – not tomorrow – for tomorrow may never come.  Today is the day to begin.  Remember, everything is His: the world . . . and the fulness thereof.

Are you sure you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  Have you definitely received Him into your life as your sin-bearer?  Do it now, if you never have.  Then, live for Him.  Realize that everything you can reach out and touch is His.  Use it for His honor.  Glorify God in your giving, and you will be a happy person because He gives the gift of happiness to those who obey Him.  And I hope you are right with God today.  If you’re not, let’s get things settled.  Turn to the Lord and say, “Jesus, I know I need to be saved, and I want to be saved.  I realize that You died for me on the cross at Calvary, and right now I claim You as my Savior and Lord.”  Jesus will enter your life never to leave.  He will forgive you of all your sins and give you a peace that you have never known.   Trust Him, dear friend. 

Blessed Lord, I thank You for Your provision of our homes, our families, our health, our employment, and scores of other gracious gifts.  Help us to realize that every good and perfect gift comes from above.  As we receive by grace, may we give by grace.  In the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, who gave His all for us.  Amen.
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