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Keep The Fire Burning
          Dr. J. Allen Blair
Have you ever heard of someone professing Christ and for a while they seem to progress in the faith, but something happened: they didn’t show up at church and, even worse, they appeared to have no interest in the Lord whatsoever.  Did they really trust in the Lord in the first place?  If they did, why didn’t they continue?

In the 6th chapter of Leviticus we are told of the priest’s responsibility of keeping the fire burning on the altar of God.  Listen as I read verses 12 and 13:

And the fire upon the altar shall be burning in it; it shall not be put out: and the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order upon it; and he shall burn thereon the fat of the peace offerings.  The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out.
Here was a solemn responsibility that rested upon the priest to keep the fire burning.  God said it shall never go out.  Daily, the priest was to place the offering on the fire and to keep it burning continually.  In my thinking, there is a striking similarity between the fire on the altar and the fire that is begun in the believer’s heart the moment he receives Jesus Christ.  God ignites a flame of zeal for the Lord in the life of every believer that must be kept burning.  I have known of some believers who failed to keep the fire burning and they drifted from the faith.  Now I believe from the Scriptures, if one is really saved, the fire will never go out completely.  It may smolder and smoke, but it will not go out.  Some, however, make a profession that is not genuine – there was never any fire in the first place.

Also realize with me that every true believer is a priest of God.  The Bible declares that we are priests of God and joint heirs of Christ Jesus.  As priests of God, it is our responsibility to keep the fire burning.  Now this does not mean that we have to keep ourselves saved.  The fire burning in the heart has nothing to do with our salvation.  It concerns our love for the Lord and the things of the Lord.  

There are certain things the believer must do if he is to keep the fire burning.  Let me point out just a few.  First, he should take time to study the word of God every day.  I have never known of anyone who possessed a burning zeal for God and a desire to win souls for Christ who was not a faithful student of the Bible.  David declared, in Psalm 39:3, My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned; then I spake with my tongue.  As he meditated before God, the fire burned hotter and hotter.  Well this is the way it is when we meditate on the Scriptures:  the flame will increase in its intensity.  We shall have more love for God, for His people, and less love for ourselves.

Do you remember the incident when our Lord appeared to the disciples on the road to Emmaus  following His resurrection – how Christ began  at Moses and all the prophets, and expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself ?  Having listened to this exposition from the Scriptures concerning Christ, what was the testimony of the disciples?  Well we have it here in Luke 24:32, And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?  There hearts burned as the word of God was opened up to their minds.  Well you and I can have this same experience daily as we take the necessary time to wait on the Lord in the study of His word.
But something else is essential if we are to keep this flame burning.  We must spend time in prayer each day.  There must be a time – preferably the first thing in the morning – when we get alone with God and commune with Him.  God understands all things, and as we come before Him confessing our sins and casting all our care upon Him, beseeching Him for the power to do His will and work, the fire will burn within.  

In addition to this quiet time the first thing in the morning, we ought to keep in touch with God throughout the day.  He says in Romans 12:12, Continuing instant in prayer.  Don’t do a thing without seeking the guidance and direction of your heavenly Father.  

Something else I believe to be of extreme value in keeping the fire burning in the heart is faithful fellowship with other believers – not only on the Lord’s Day, but other days of the week as well.  The story is told of the pastor who called on one of the men of his church who had been absenting himself from the worship service for some weeks.  Graciously the church member invited his pastor into the den where they sat before the blazing fire in the fireplace.  They talked about many things, and without a word to his friend’s neglect of worship, the pastor picked up the tongs and lifted a burning timber from the fire and laid it on the hearthstone.  In moments, the ember which had been red hot turned black.  The church member who was convicted already with his pastor’s presence got the message immediately.  He realized that when the believer separates himself from the fellowship of other believers, the fire goes out.  With a smile he said to his pastor, “Thank you for the message, pastor.  I will be there Sunday.”  Do not be careless about meeting with God’s people for Bible study, prayer and worship.  Remember! Satan loves to keep believers from the teaching of the word.  He will give you all the excuses you could ever use, but don’t let the fire go out.  Take this important time to keep the fire burning.
There are other necessities if the fire is to be kept burning for God.  Let me mention just one more:  Obedience to the Lord’s will.  Each day, seek God’s plan for your life and do it.  Do not follow in your own way.  You way will bring misery and unhappiness, but God’s way for your life will keep the fire burning.  Abraham’s servant could say, I being in the way, the LORD led me.  That’s the only place to be: in the Lord’s Way.  

It may be that I am speaking to someone who will freely confess that as far as the joy of salvation and usefulness for God are concerned, the fire has gone out.  Come back to the Lord, dear friend.  Tell God you are sorry.  Ask Him to give you the old power that you once enjoyed.  Tell Him you want the fire rekindled in your heart.  He will answer your prayer immediately. 

It may also be that there is someone listening to me who has never been saved.  You’ve not turned to Christ for salvation.  Christ is standing before you right now with outstretched arms, saying, Come unto me.  Trust your life to Him as you receive His life, and you will find it to be a much more enjoyable life.  Let Christ become your Lord.

Blessed God, I pray that You will keep the fire burning in our hearts.  For some who need a rekindling, do it just now, as they willingly submit to Your control.  And for some who need to be saved, draw them to Yourself through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose Name I pray.  Amen.
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